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people that have sense that they ahonld act with
reason, that to all persons some proportion of
fortune is necessary, according to their several
qnalities, and though it is not required that one
should tie oneself to just so much, and something
is left for one's inclination, and the difference in
the persons to make, yet still within such a com-
pass,—and such as lay more upon these considera-
tions than they will bear, shall infallibly be con-
demned by all sober persons. If any accident
out of my power should bring me to necessity
though never so great, I should not doubt with
God's assistance but to bear it as well as any-
body, and I should never be ashamed on't if He
pleased to send it me ; but if by my own folly I
had put it upon myself the case would be ex-
tremely altei«d. If ever this comes to a treaty,
I shall declare that in my own choice I prefer
you much before any other person in the world,
and all that this inclination in me (in the judg-
ment of any persons of honour and discretion)
will bear, I shall desire may be laid upon it to
the uttermost of what they can allow. And if

your fether please to make up the rest, I know
nothing that is like to hinder me from being
yours. But if your father, out of humour, shall
refuse to treat with such friends as I have, let
them be what they will, it must- end here ; for
though I was content, for your sake, to lose them,
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