
8 ORTHOEPY

liuha for Accent.

Uui,E 1. Words of two syllables havo but one accent
Amen and fortnujiu are cxcci)tioiis.

NoTK Avoid pronouncing ^vords of two eyllables witli equal .trew.

RrLB 8. Some words chatijje their accent when the
office of the word in the sentence chanRos. The accent
iisnally falls on the last syllable when the word is used as a
verb, and on the next to the la?t when it is used as a noun
or as an adjective. Contest' is a verb; contest, a noun.

Jiutes for c and g.

C and g are soft (marked f and j ; that is, c has the sound
of n, and g has the sound of g in giu) before e, i, or y. They

• are hard (marked c and fj) in ..11 other cases.

Note—This ig one of the most important mles in pronnnciaHon
and in gpelling. Tliere are but few exceptions to this rule.

Rule for x.

X, unmarked, has the sound of ks in all cases except when
beginning a word; as, Xerxen.

?, marked with detached bar, has the souud of gz; as in
cyaft, exist.

Hu'-a for Voioels in Unaccented Syllables.

lluLE 1. When an unaccented syllable ends in a consonant,
its vowel, if single, has its regular short sound.
Rule 2. When a vowel constitutes or ends an unaccented

syllable, it has the regular long sound shortened (marked as
in so-eVi-t;i, e-venf). The following are exceptions : o, which
has its short Italian souud (as in A-mer'i-r.a), and i and »/,

which usually have their short sounds (as ii> 'll-reU\ van'i-tS).


