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ot' fisli (if French ciilfli. Tims sliiniiliitc il, it is im woimIci- that

Ki'ciicli lis|i<'i'iut'ii slidiild stu'k t(» I'.vtciul liic limits witliiii wiiicli

llicT wore bouml l»y treaty. Hut was it \\>y the IJritisli Minister

to i;M'ant this, when their iiurjM).>es and olijects were so niidis-

miisedlv laid helore him, and this at the exj-ense of IJriti.-^li sidijeeti*

and without cousiiltini^ them iw to the etVecl sneh chun^o would
have on theii' interests, and wlu'ther it was desirahle.''

Mr. Lahouehere, in his (lesi>atih to the (iovernnient of New-
t'onndland, aeeoiniian_vin<i' tlu^ 'I'reuty, savs, "I coulil hiivo wisiio(l

that her Majesty s(Jovornment had hail the assistance, as was iit

one time ex|)eetetl. of oi\e of your principal advisers, in couductiiifr

lliis neLinci;i(ion; hnt I helieve I hat the views of the (hirenuiieiit

aii'l />enf>/e of Newfoundland have been so full*' '•';[ lieforo tliis

dep.ntnu'nt by the despat<'lies and accompany nij; documents of

yoinself antl prcilecessors that iinlhiiij^' was wantinij; to c(»mpleto

till' necessary information on this head.' The Minister in this

siatemeiit i-orrohorates the (piolation we liav<! made from the

sjieech of the Attorney-(<eneral, who adds that "vAc points t/icif

hiiil ohjci'tcd to ivow the ro'i/ fohitu cahd hji the I'retiti/.'' If au
adviser IVoni the Colonic-^ was expected, why was not the makinn;

of the Treaty defericd until his arrl>al? Mr Labouchere supplies

the answer: "The presence of a l''rencli j^cntlenian sjiecially en-

trusted by th(> I'VencIi (invernnn'ut with the conduct of the busi-

ness rendered it desirable to arrive at an understandinjr vvitlmut

delay." Thus, the I'i.iims of Fi-ance beinn' tibjected U) in Nevv-

fonnd'and, a i'rench ai^i-nt is sent to London, and hi, with tho

Krench aniliassailor, meets the Ibitish Ministei', who, despite all

waniinij;s aiiMin>t such a course, makes a treaty tiivinj; the FnMich
li^Iits to which they had no claim, to thi; injury of those whose
alleixiaiice to the l>ritish Crown guaranteed them protection.

The L'dtb .\rticle of the Treaty would appear to yive to tlic

Newfoundland 'bmse of Ass(Mubiy the ])o»ver to adopt or reject

this Ti'cary, which view Mr. Laboiichere confirms in a letter to

the Shellield Committee, dated April Itith, 1857, in which it is

stated that, "as this convention was only to come into operation

when the re(ini:-'ue l.iws had pas>ed the provincial legislature and
the lm|)erial Pai-liament, the n-fusal of the fornu.'r body to enter-

tain the subject has ni-cessarily rendered it inoperative aiul of no
effect."" I'lve d.iys before the date of that letter the Emperor of

the French prounil^ated the treaty in .a decree in tho Aftmiteur,

and recent infi'lli^'ence shows tli.it the French fishernu'n arc about
to use the powers nranti'd them, thus trespassint; on the rights of

the colonists, and trampling on their constitution, acts to which
the Fnglish Ministei- is a party, and which not only tend to spread
disaffection, but to break the ])eace between the two countries.

This treaty is also an inlVing(>ment of the rights »»f America, as

Art. 1 of ihe (rcafv of IS.jI slate.-;—


