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l)y rolorriiiu' tlii'in lo ('('liic. Ii'oiiuiii iiiul Sciindinaviiiii art. Krronoous as tliis iiilcrprri;!-

iioii ol' (lio evidence proves lo liavi' lii'c'ii. it luul, lU'vertlieless. siiirieieiit aeeordaine wilhl

tnitii Id |(rei);ire the' way I'ur the iiltiinati' reception ol'more accurate iiiduitious. Tlie tail di
|

the occurrence f)l'sucii'ssive pliases ol'art. and their indication of a succession of races, wrn

und(nil)lcd ; and icsearches dir(>cled lo the scdutioii oilhe prol)leni nl'Eiirnpean an iiii'olo'jy

Were unhesitiitiiiLily followed up throu'jh niediieval, classical, Assyrian and I'lLfyiitiaii
|

remains, to the vi'ry threshold of that prehistoric dawn which forms the transitional staijv

belwei'U u(>oloL;i<al and historical epochs. A siu-nilicant fact, in its heariuir on thereient <li^-

1

closures of till' river drift in France and l']iii;iand, is that some of the most characteristic Hint

imidenients. such as the large spear-head found alonu' with the renniins of a fossil eleiihaut

in dray's Inn Lane, I./)ndon, and implements of the same type nhlaiiu'd from the drift nil

the Waveney Valley, in Surrey, underlyini;' similar fossil remains, had lieen brought uikIci

the nolii-e of anlneoloijists upwards of a century lii'fore the idea of the contemporanenuv

existence of man and the mammals of the Drilt found any favour, and were unhesitatinuly

assiiriied to a t'eltic orisiin. The lirst known discovery of any Hint implement in. ili''

quati'mary liravels of Europe! stands reconled in the 81oane cataloirue of the 15riti>li

Museum as •• A IJritish weapon found, with elephant's tooth, opposite to hlai-k Mary's,

near (rrayos Inn Lane."

A just louceplion of the com|)rehensiveness even of historical antiipiity was Ion;;

retarded in I'hirope l>y an exclusive devotion to classical .studies ; Imt the relations of tiii>

continent to the t)ld AV'orld are so recent, and all else is so nearly a hlank, that I'or it tii>

iiftei'nth century is the historic dawn, and every thing datiiiir before the landinn o!

Columbus has been habitually assigned to the same v,;gue antiquity. Hence historical

research has been oceuiiied for the most part Oii very modern remains, and the supreme

triumph long aimed at has been lo associate the i>;erouly|)liics of Central Ami-rica, andtln'

arihitectoral montiments of Peru, with those of I']i>y()t. l!ut we have entered on a new-

era of archieoloiiical and historical enquiry. The paUoolithic implements of the French

Drilt have only been brought to liuht in our own day; and, thouuh upwards of half ;i

century has elapsed since the researches of Mr. .1. MacJMierv weri' rewanled by the dis.ov-

ery ol Hint implements of the earliest type in lh(> same red loam of the Devonshire lime-

stone caves whii-h embedded ))ones of the i.iammoth, tichorhine rhinocen..;, cave-bear

and other extinct mammals, it is only very recently that the true signilicance of such di.-

closures has been rei'ognized.

.\merica was indeed little behind l']uroi)e in the earlier stages of cavern re.search. ,\

cabinet of the liritish Museum is lilled with fossil bones obtained by Dr. Lund and M
Claussen from limestone caverns in Itrazil. em])e(lded in a reddish-coloured loam, under ii

thick stalauiiiitic fiooriiiii', and iniludinu'. along with remains of genera still inhabitinir tlii'

American continent, those (A' extimt monkeys. Human bones were also found in thr

same cave.s. but suiierlicially. and seeminu'ly of the present Indian race. Hut a fresh in-

terest and siunilicame have been given to stich reseanhes by the novel aspect ofprehistori'

archieoloiry in I'auope. The relations now establishi'd between the earliest traces of I'lurc-

pean man ami the geolouical aspects of the great Drilt fornuitioii, have naturally led lo tln'

diligent examination of correspondintr ih'i>osits of the continent of America, in the hope of

recoverinu' similar traces there. Until very recently, however, any su]>po.sed exani-

pl(>s of American palwolithii' art-liave been isolutud and unsatisfactory. A flint knife wa,-;


