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the tracks show, as if the party had slipped in miry clay.

All have the appearance of being an actual impress in soft

clay, which afterwards hardened to stone, retaining a per-

fect impression. Characters of great freshness of color-

ing, are marked upon many of the high bluffs, that impend
the western rivers. Inscriptions of this sort are found in

Missouri, on the Illinois, and in various other places. A
remarKable track of a human foot was found in a solid

block of limestone, on the bank of the Mississippi, at St.

Louis. The most ancient traditions of the west, do not

touch the origin of these mounds or characters.

Human skeletons have been found in great presei-va-

tion in nitre caves in Tennessee and Kentucky, some of

Ihem enveloped in robes made of cloth of nettles curiously

overlaid with beautiful tinkey feathers. Every one has

read of the cemetery of pigmy skeletons on the Maramec,
not far from St. Louis. Similar ones are found in Ten-
nessee, not far from the Cumberland. Organic remains of

various animals, and among others the megalonyx and
mastodon, and other huge and unknown animals, are found

in various place?, particularly at^ig Bone Liclc, in Ken-
tucky. Whole skeletons have been completed from them
in the museums of the curious. Indeed this country offers

a far moie curious field for the discovery and classification

of organic remains, than any other known. The muse-
ums at Cincinnati and St. Louis abound in collections of

western organic remains and Indian antiquities. We have
found space only to admit a few ofthe most interesting. In

journeying through dark forests or wide prairies, we can-

not but be aware, that extinguished races, with Iheir mon-
uments and aits, are beneath our feet.

The recent excavation of the Louisville and Portland

canal, afforded an impressi\X) display of ancient remains.

In the alluvial stratum immmediately above the compact
bed of slate limestone, and from nineteen to upwards of

twenty feet below the surface, brick hearths were brought

to view, with the coals of the last social domestic fires still

visible. The bricks, as we have heard them described,

were hard and regular, difTering from those of present

make in being longer in proportion to their width and
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