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Lord Aljcnk'on was at liberty to inform Mr. Miu-Lanc of his views and intentions; lie

was at liliorty to refrain from doinfj so. Anytliin"; that passed between Lord Aberdeeu

and Afr. iMacLnuc was not negotiation in a proper sense ; and no binding compaet can be

txtraeted from it, taken alone.

(vi ) Mr. Jlacl^ane perfectly understood this position. Lord Aberdeen's project uf

'I'reaty was so far from being the result of a bargain made between him and Mr. MacT>aiio,

that Mr. MacLane in reporting it to his riovernment disapproved of it, and (it would

api)ear) tried to induce \n> Government to reject il * He says ;among other things) : —

t

" It is scnrci'lv iicir-savy I'nr me to sliitc that llir iaci|'ositiiin as iinw siilniiitlcil lias not received my

countenuiiee. Altl[ini,L;li il lias lieeii lii> easy tasi;, uinler all llie ciic niiislaiii'es, to lead tn a reopening

of the iieu'otiations \<\ any iiro]iositioii tVcuii this (Invernnieiit, ami lo inchiee it to adopt the iiarallel of

4'.) as lilt' liasis of a lioundary, nevertheless I hoped, it '.\(add have l>een in my jiowerto j,'ive the l>iesent

proposition a less olijeitionalile shape, and I most deeply lament my inaliilily to aeeoin]plish it. 1 have,

tlieri'foie. felt it my duly to (hsco\iiayc any expectation that it would be iiceepted by the I'resideut ; or,

if sulimitteil to that body, approved by thi' .'>enati'

"

(vii.) if ^Fr. MacLaue had been in a position to enter into a contract with Lord

Aberdeen it is plain he never would have used the qualification "most probably."

Mr. iiancrol't. seeing the force of this consideration, endeavours lo get over the difTicuily

by alleging that the phrase "nio-jt probably" apjilies, not to the boundary, but to the

(ithir [larts of Lord Aberdeen's proposal : for, he say.s, those other parts " were not pre-

cisely ascertained." Air. Macl^ane's letter (as ftir as it relates to the C>regon question)

is printed in the Historical Note, and is open to the judgment of the Arbitrator. It

appe;irs to Her Miiiost\"s (lovernment to afford no ground to justify this limited

ajjplicntion of the ]ihr.nso • most probably." 'I'liis phrase is in immediate connectioi;,

grammatically, and in the arrangement of the matter, with the passage relating to

the bounilary. 'i'lie three subjects — (1 ), boutidary : (2\ possessory rights of British

subjects: (.']), navigation of the Columbia,—are discussed throughout the letter on the

same footing. 'I'lic projxisnl on any one subject is treated in the letter as being quite

as much settled iiiul ihlinitivo as the proposal on any other. Moreover, in point of

fact, the exact propoiial was as much aKcerlained on any one point as on any other, and

this must have been so in Afr. MacLane's apprehension., as Lord Aberdeen had shewn

him the project of the Treaty.

(viii.) The i)oiiii(lai-y. however, it is argueii by Mr. Bancroft, was precisely ascertained,

because ^\v. MacJ^ane state, that the line as proposed by Lord Aberdeen had been

suggested by Mr. I'lverett, and wh.it the proposal of Mr. Everett was (he says) is known

from the citations in the Memorial from his (Mr. Kvcrctl's) despatches. The passage iu

Mr. Bancroft's Memorial, relating to Mr. Hvcrett's suggestion, is as follows (page 11) ;

—

"< In the L".ilh of X.ivend«T, IS I'l, soon after Mr. I'',vereli's full |iowers liad arrivt'd, lie and [.onl

Aberdeen had a veiy loni; and important eoiiversation on liie ( )re,!,'oi! cpiestion ; and t\w. eoiicessioiis of

Lord Aberdeen ajipearii.ir to invite an expression of the exlremest moditieation which the I'niteil .Stales

could admit to tin ir former proposal, Mr. Ilvenll nporls that lie said : 'I tlionolit the I'resident mi>,'ht

be indueeil so far to depart from the d'.Mh ]iarallel us to leave the whole of (,lnadrii nnd Vanoouvcr'a

Island to Kiiu'land, whereiis thai line of latitude would u'ivi' us the siaithern extremity of that island,

anil eonsei|uently the command of the .Straits of Fuea on both sides. I then /miiitril out on a maji tlt<

extent of l/iif! roiuvxtifin ; and Lord Aberdeen said he would take it into consideration.'

" The next day Mr. Kverett more formally referred to the .subjiict in a note to the liritish

Socrctarv :—

• TliLM-hanicierof the loiter ill this rc.p.ct is b.-oic.d.t .,at liv Mr. I'aki-nliam's comments in his dos|.ati.li

of thr 2t)th .Inly, lS4fi, llisioricjil Note, p. xx

1 Ilisloiical Note, n. xiv.


