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THE CITY OF /MONTREAL.

Tlu-rc i-i no more pniritahlc- n-ailiiig than locil lii-^torics. and cs|)i.-ci.illy tlu- rcmid mI tlir ;_;iiiwili and |)rii._;rt.'ss

ol' nur ^'rcat cities , and i.irtainl\- tlic hislor_\' of no cit_\- i-- niutr vvortliy of attiiition than tliat ol Mi)iitn.',d. vvhrlhi r ui-

ri,';;ard its early strifes and >trn,L,'^lcs so full of romanic. ^r iN nuratulous pn'ijn-^^ during; inmi- iixi nt ;;(iiriaticpn'>.

Of tlu- City of Montreal to-day. it nia)' be said ;

On iIk' f.ur liDiili-r^. nl ,i mi^jliu slir.uii

KlSL^ ll\r iiiiliKsi .ii\ 111 iiiir l.\nil;

]\^ jtalai t> ami wli.iivi.-^, .m*l tIia ris rninniaiid

I 'ur uimik-Miii; avw. .uul m-i uiir minds lu ilri'aiii

W h.it -I'^civ \ .mild tlui-< liavr .ilkil !•! Iifr

S.> nine li llial's iHaiitifiil, and ^ifai. ,ind liij^li ;

\ icwi'd Irom a lu('l\ pcunt, Im" Iu'c- limii -liifr

.\|i|K'ai Its dwfllin;^^ uiiiliniil (in ilu- -k>,

lusl vnli-d li\ ini>l> lia/i' hIiuIi si'riu-. In liulc

rikir irarks ;iiul urinkU-* iVoin a -^rarchin^ cNi- ;

As iiu'n cil'iild »li" ki|il a l.iir (Hitsidr'

\\ If liali'-. Miw nrd. tluir ]iii\\irs iti !n.i^nir\ .

1 itr.tl 1,'lU . r'[ts|ilin;^ nt .1 |K'i»pU 's w ill I

Ik)I \>\ tlu II lu-rd-. .uid I'ostflL'd h\ tilrir sklT 1

lint ill spcikin^ .if Montreal, it uill Ik- neeess,ir\- to ln'L;in at the ver\ lieLjiniiin^ ; tlu first record we ha\e is

the .irrival of J.icqiies (.'artier in I ; ^s ; he visited .St.id.ieon.i miou (juehiei on Se|itenil)er 1,(111 ofth.it >(.u. .ind .dl.iu-

ini; hiniself a rest of three ilays only, he proceeded up tile ri\er with .in i-xploiinL; p.irt)-. l''or this jiurpose, he ni.iniud

his smallest ship, the I-.nierillon. and two boats, .uui departed on the I'ltli ."-September, Um\ iiu; the other ships ,il the

mouth of the St. Cli.irles. lie li.ul learned from the Indians that there w.is .mutlirr town, c.illed I lnclu-la;4,i, silu.ited

,d)out si.xty leagues ,ibo\e . t'.irticr and his eomp.inions, the first h.urope.in n.iM;.;.itors ot tlir St. 1 ..lurenee. .md the

e.irliest pioneers iif ci\ilization and Christianity in those rcijion.s. mo\ed slnu ly up the river. .At the p.ut now e,died

I..ike St. Peter, the w.iter seemed to become more ami more shall. .w. I'he f'.meriUon w.is letl ,is u. II secure. 1 .is pos-

sible. .111.1 the remainder of the p.iss.ii;e ni.ule in th.' tw.i bo.its. I're.iuenl me.'lin'^s, .if a frien.ll)- nature, with Indians

on the river bank caasol del.i\-s. so that they .lid not .irrive .it I ! iclicl.ij; i until the Jn.l of ( Iclober.

As .lescribe.l b\ C.irtier himself this luwn c.Misiste.l of .ibout lilty lar^e huts ..r cabins, which, for purposes .if

ilef.rice. were surrounde.l b)' wooden |).ilisades. There were upw.irds of i.2(Xi inh.ibitants. b.l.in;^'inL; t.) s..uie .Alnon-

iiuin tribe. At H.icliel,iL,M. ,is pn-\i.)Usly ,it .St.i.l.ic.ni.i, the l"r. in h wer.' receive. I by tlu' n,iti\es in .i 111. udl\ m.ininr.

I '.irti.r s.ni;.;ht inforni.itioil respecting the c.umtry liii;lur up the river, hr. .in tluir imperleil int.lli.,. lue it .ipp.-.irs

th.it he learne.l the existence of s.-ver,il :..;ri;,il lakes, .in.l tli.it be_\-.in.l the l.ir-est an.l iiMsl icmole ..f ili.s..' iheie \\.is

.iii.ither t^-'e.it river which tlowed southu.ir.l. They c.m.lucted him to the suminil .if ,i niount.iin beliiii.l ihetoun.

wli.nce lu surveyed the prospect of ;i wilderness stretching' to the Miiitli anil west ,is fir as the e\e i.iiild le.icli. .iii.l

be.iutifulls' .liversilie.l b_\' elivati.uis .if l.m.l, .md by w.it.r.

Wh.itever cre.lit Carrier .ittached to their v.ij^ue st.itements .iboiit the .;eo|4raiih\- of their conntr>. he was

cirt.iinl>- struck b,\- the jjr.mdeur of the scenery ,is \i.wed from the eminence .m which lu- st.i.i.l T.. llii- he :-;.iv.- ihe

ii.ime .if .M-mt K..V-.1I. ulu nee the n.ime of .\|.,nlri-.il w.is c.inf.-rre.l on the cilv uliicli li.is nr..\\n up on ihe sii. of tlu-

.ouii-tit Indi.m toun, I |.ichel.iL;,i. C.irtier rem.iiue.l ..iil\- tw.i il.iys, commeiiciiii; his p.iss.e^e d.-wn the ruer on tin- pli

..f ( ict'iber.

Cartier's account of his voy.iKes, an.' of the features of the counlry, as well .is his estimate of the Iw.i jirinci-

p.il sites upon which, in after times, th.- tw.. cities- (Ju.-Iec and Montr.al have t;r..wn, illustr.ite his s.-u;acit)-.

When tlu- pi. ice w.is visite.l li>- l-'reiichmen nunc tli.in li.ilf .1 ieiitiii-_\- l.il.r, \iry lew iv.e^c-s were seen. .111.

1

these were different from those seen by (artier, while tin- town itself u.is lui l.iii,.;.r 111 .-xisl.-nce Ch.implaiii. upu.inls

of seventy years after |,ic<pies ('artier, visited I lochel.ii^a, but made no menti.ni in his n.iri-.iti\.- . ither of the toun ..r

if inhabit, ints.

On his third v.iya^'e to C.m.ul.i. Cartier ,i'.;.iin visite.l 1 l.ichel.ii,M, le.ivin-^' the st.ition ,it C.ip Kou-e, on Sep-

temb.r 7th, i;.(l. with .1 p.irty of men in tw.i barijes. On the i>,issa-e up he f. mnd tlu- lii.li.ms wliom he h.i.l met in

153;, .IS friendly as bef.ire. The natives .if I I.ichela:.;a seeme.l also well .lisp.ised, .m.l leiulere.l .el llie .issisl.ince in

their power, to enable him t'l attenijit the passa^'e U|) the rapi.ls situ.ited above the town. l-'.iilinj; In .uc miiilish this,

he rem. lined .1 slu rt time anum-st them gathering all the inform, itiou tlie>- coiil.l furnish .iboiil the i.'^i.ms b.iril.-riMi;

.111 the Upper St. I.,iwrenc.-. lb- tlun h.isteiied b.ick to (
'.ip K.nii^e.

'Ihe next meiiti.iii w.- fi-i.l ..f llocliela^ia w.is in ido;,, when Clianipl.iin in c.iniuiu ti.ui with l'.iiiti;i-,ive, luad.-

his first voyage to the St. Lawrence. .\t 'I'adoussac they left tli.-ir ships .ind .iscendcd the river in b.i.its, 1.. ilu- in. n

fulliest alt.iin.ible point the Sault St. I.ouis—now known as the l.acliinc Uapids, above tlic City of Monti.-.il. 1 li.


