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jtlpftsiiiR lo Ihc ilislributor.— Thus to the Cnismlors IiKhilpfonct's

wen? given for militsiry uchievomertt, ufterward for gold— and thence

cliiffly sprang the Reformation—Afterwards for exterminating heretics,

iinil now in tliis country a very usual condilion is tiiat of fretjuent and

fervent prayer repeated so many times, for *Mhe exaltation of the Holy

Ctaircii, and the extirpation of heresy"—Tills very power of ordering

pinyer, without permission of the state, I take to be a diujgi^rous poli-

tical engine.—When millions are collected in dill'erent chapuls tiirough

Hie land, the Priests can prostrate their respective congregations

by a word, and make them in that impressive attitude, vvitli uplifted

liiind and eye, express any sentiment desired.— It was a Di. Coppinger,

I tliink, that composed a prayer lately for tiie simultaneous meetings, and

wiiethor in such occtisional prayers they speak plain Kiiglisli, or whether

we are shielded by iininlelligilile Latin, I am not al)le to siiv.

All this,tlien, partly shews you \\w source, as you have often seen instances,

o| Church inlluence upon the lay population— Vou see education, orilinances,

liturgies, catechisms, disciplines, all ieli;.^ious iustiuniiMils, and spiritual

nrlillery, in lull pl.iy—.ind the vvliole vi.'W, eui'tracin '• l.iily ami clergy, m;iy

partly establisli and derive iVoni the peculiurilies of llu:iiisli polity and

(ioctiine, a system ofchtse and lurnii<!al)lecoiiil)ination, (well illustrated liy

the "simultaneous meetings" assembled on Sundajs, and by the universal

" organization" so graphically describeil by an elu(|iieiit Association oraU»r)

—a system of combination, I say, lor carrying any grand i)oint that may be

useliil to a Ibreign and a hostile government I! -In that sy.steni you have seen

the monaslic, priestly, and episcopal, orders all invincibly secured and

sworn to promote, energetically, the power and interests of Uunu —
and the laity, not indeed so strongly or universally bound, but still

combined to a degree, and by an intlucnce, that is learfully extensive

—

You thus see, in part, the wheelvvork of llomish machinery ; the

main-spring, indeed, is not so visible, while h)cal bishops and priests,

and still more, their instruments, are seen in full motion, taking their

rounds with a mischievous and apparently sell-originated activil)* ; still

rdl are hebl fast and fellered, jind are moved mainly by one common

object.— ft is the name and exaltation of Home that is the primum mobile,

the principle of union, and ol all general moticni ! It acts, in liut,

upon the combination as gravitation acts upon the earth, allowing waves

to traverse the ocean, winds to blow, anil all the peaceful or tiery «'!e-

nieiits to exert their several activities, vvhile still it maintains all the busy

atoms in suthcient union, and guides them in their pr«)per course

Hut, (Jentlemen, we have accomplished two things at once, for in ascer-

tiuning the power, we have ascertained Ihedisposilion that moves and governs

tlie wiiole combination. And mark particularly, lliat we are only con-

cerned with the disposition of Mf ^wjvtw/w*'/// ; as for the "subjects," a

submissive obeditnice and blind guidance, (or in s«)me cases, mere consent


