Yuakon Gold Fields,

The following special from William
Ogilvie, Dominfon surveyor in tho
Yukon, now en route to Ottawa, I8
published by the Chicago Tribune:

8t. Michaoel's,Aug. 16, via steamer
Portland to Tacoma, Aug. 29.~The
first attempt at mining In the Yukon
valloy was made in the early ooveuties
on the head waters of the 1estin river,
commonly known in tho district as
the Hootalinqua. Nothing, how-
ever, was dono at this thne beyond
establisling tlio fact that fine gold
was to be found there. About ten
years later mining wus ingtituted on
tho Btewart with success, but at tiat
time all tho gold that was found was
fine gold on the bars of tho streams.
The gathexing of this gold requirey
more care than in tho cuso of coarse
gold and, bestdes, requires the use of
mercury ‘tn 1ts coliection.

A few words describing the modus
operandi will be interesting to the
uninutiated. As gold is nuineteen
times heavier than water the attrac-
tion of the sands and gravel of the
streams reduces it to so fine a scale
that it s easily carried away bLy a
swift current. It {s a well known
fact that mercury and goid form
Amalgam. Assume, pow, an oblong
box 10 by 12inches wide, 6 or 8iuches
deep, and 12 feet long. In the bottom
are placed what are called rifiles.
That is o series of parallel strips run-
nlng lengthwise of the box, a half inch
Or more apart.

WATER MGST HAVE FORCE.

Now place three of these Loxes end
to end so that.one discharges into the
other in such a posftfon that there
is a fall of atwut three inches to the
foot. Direct a stream of water into
these which flows the entire length
of the three boxes. The water must
have such a force as to roll down the
incline of the sgluicn boxes stones
welghing six or eight pounds, often
more. In fact, anything thut is not
too large to get into the box.

Now convenlent 3o the bead of the
set boxes I8 a plle of eurth or gravel-
bearlng go!d, technicatly known as
the dump. The gravel and sand are
8wopt aiong over the riftle by the
course of the water. The heavy mer~
alliferous constivents of the gravel
slnk between the riffle bars and re-
main there. When the opaces be-
tween the bars becomo clogged there
{8 danger of the gold or other metal-
liferous perts running out into the
tallings, the flow of water is stopped,
the riffle bars takeu oug and all found
in the sluice boxes care ully coliected
and cleaned up.

TECHNICALLY KNOWN AS A CLEAN
TP.

This is technically known as a elean-
ap. Ono clean-up on 2 claim on El
Dorado last spriug gave 80 pounds
avojrdupols, or over $16.000, the pro-
doct of somo hours' shoveling.

Now, supposo that some of the gold
ocontalned in the gravel §fs so [line
that it will bo swept on and out of
tho boxes. Tiis will Le lost. To obvl-
&to this, quicksiiver is used. To do
this one ol tho boxes is prepared ina
suitable way with small receptacles
ln which someo quicksliver iy placed.
This box Is at tio lower end of the
line of rifflcs and all the fine partl-
cles cocaping tho ri'fles are caezht anad
held by the quicksilver. The quick<il-
ver alterwards volatized and recols
lected, the gold remaining in the re-
tort. N R ¢

8o far as Iknow this process with
qulcksilver hus not been used on eith-
er El Dorado or Bonanxa. In all the
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mining on Stewart river or the tribu-
taries of the Yukon no quicksilver has
been found necessary. Coarse gold
has been equally sought for and found
fn 188G ou Iorty Mile River, about
twenty-three mites above its mouth,
just about where tie one hundred and
forty-first mevidian or lnternational
boundary 15 crossed.

This dlscovery soon spread through
thie country and soon Forty Mile was
the only camp on tho whole Usper
Yukou valley. Numerous good gul-
clies were found on tho side waters of
Forty Mile, which wero soon over-
crowded and the overflow spread
about and soon found Miller glacier
and ‘other crecks tributary to Sixty
Mue, which ju.ns the Yukon uearly
100 miles above Forty Mtile, the latter
being the distributing point for that
reglon.

CLAIMS ESPECIALLY GOOD.

Somne of the claims vn Miller Creek
were conamdered especlally good, os
much as $§40000 being taken out by
ope indfvidual. Archdeacon McDou-
ald, and Anglican missionary who lab-
ored amopg the Indlans along tho Por-
cupine, visited the Yukon in the viciu-
ity of Forty Mille in the seventies. In
his rambles over the country hie found
gold on o creek tributary to Birch
Creek, tributary to what is known as
Circlc City. “Tho news soog spread
and gold was discovered in largo
quantities in some of the gulches, and
Circle Clty was born about 200 miles
below Forty Mile. These two centres
up to Auvgust, 1896, attracted the
great bulk of tho men enteriug the
country.

Aug. 16, 1896, Geo. W. Cormack dis-
covered coarsg gold in what is now
knowu as Bonanza Creck and panned
out about $12 in a few moments. On
the next day he located Discovery
Claimy No. 1 below 1t for himself and
No. 1 sbove for his Indian associate,
Skookum Jim, and No. 2 below for his
other Indian associate, Takish Char-
fie. He then spread the report of the
dlscovery, and before Sept. 1 upwards
of 100 c¢laims were staked and before
Octover over 510V had been staked on
this creek and on El Dorado and their
tributaries.

GOLD BOTTOM DISCOVERED.

Gold bostom has beon discovered be-
fure Bonanza, and one of its tribu-
taries, Bunker Creek, had obtained
some notoriety and might have been
mucl more large.y developed than it
uow (s had nov Cormack, about the
middie of Scptember, come down to
Forty Mile with $1,200 in dust,
which he and his two assoclates wash-
od out of Djscovery In afew days
with limited and crude appliances.

Rumor got to Circle City of tho rich-
ness and cxtent of the new diggingy,
but was not crodited till Decemer,
when aathentic, rellable news was
taken to that piace and resulted in
Circle City literally disgorging itself
and to-day {t and Forty Mile are
practically dcs:rted. Men from botgh
places considered thomsolves ex-
tromely lucky to sccurc the working
of twenty-five or more [cet on some
of the clalms on what is termed a lay.
that is, they take out the gold-pay-
ing dirt, wash it, and get a per-
centage, often of one-half of the out-
put. Io this way o man working a
small fraction of claims, thirty or
lorty fect, has taken out 2 good hiome
stake. 1 thipk it can be safely as-
serted that moro substantial homo
stakes have been taken out in “lays”
op Bonanza and El Dorado during the
last season than wero taken out of
all Forty AGle, Sixty AMile, and Bireh
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Creck (Cirelo City) districts combined
during thelr three best years.

MANY TRIBUTARIES ABANDONED.

In this way all the other creeks
tributary to Klondyke, yes, even
branchies of the Bonansa and El Dor-
adoe sthemselves, were practically
abandoned for the time belug, so that
all the rest of the Dawson district re-
muained undeveloped. As all the
claime located fn Canada have tc be
represented within twelve months of
the date ol thelr record, the claims op
the other creeks will have to be deval-
oped or aboandoned. Few of them wild
be given up.

From thils fact we will be enabled
to state more defiunitely by the end
of September next what these streams
amount to. Bonanza Creeks jolns the
Troanadik, commonly known as the
Kiondike, for two miles above its
inoutls, Bear Creek joins six miles
above, dold Bottom twelve or four-
teen ¢ i'eg gbove, and Too Much Gold
thirty-five or forty miles above. Bon-
auza is about twenty miles in length
and El Dorado, one of its branches
jolning about midway of its length,
is eight or nine miles in length. A
clalm is 500 feet in length, measured
in the meneral directlon of the stream.

Bonanza thus furnishes upwards of
200 claims, El Dorado about eighty,
and the several tributaries of these
two will give us nearly as many more,
and should the hillsides prove remun-
erative and some of them have al-
ready done so a good many claims
having been staked there, we will
have about 1500 claims on the above
extent in the valley of the Bonanza.

SIN THOUSAND MEN NEEDED.

Notr, we may assumo that 1,000 of
these &t least will be worked with
profit. Those 1,000 claims will re-
quire about 6,000 men, directly and
indirectly, for their proper develop-
ment. Now, tve¢ may safely assume
that the other creeks mentioned tribe
utary to the Toandik will furnish as
many more claims, or, fn all, say
2,000. Of course, much depends upon
whetlier the hillsides will pan out as
they have heretofore. If they do not,
we can estimate at least 1,200 claims
will be worked at the Troandik Val-
ley.

Adjacent to the Troandik is the vale
ley of Indian Croek. So convenient
are tle two water systems to each
other that it {s oniy the labor of an
hiour or two to cross from one of the
other.

Op Indian Creck, close to the head
of Bonanza and El Dorado, two trib~
utaries have been prospected, Domin-
fon and Quartz Creeks, with fajr suc-
cess. We may assume, then, that
considerablo mining will be done on
Indian Creek, possibly as much as on
the Troandik. This will zflvo us, say
2,500 claims combined with Troapdik
diggings.

DEMAND FOR FIFTEEN THOUSAND
AMEN.

Assoming the
per claim as Dbefore, we re-
quire 15000 men for the proper
development of this area. The empor-
fum for this will no doubt be the town
of Dawson, situated about ha'f o mile
below the mouth of the Troandik.

It counot in the mature of things
be scriously doubfed that good pay-
ing quartz wlll be foond in the vicinlty
of these plaoer claims which will more
than double the importance of this dis-
trict. Several quartz clalms have al-
ready been recorded, but thelr value
has not yet been detormined.

It is 2 most difficulty country to
do quartz proepecting in. Only at

same ratio



