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BIJGAR llM THE UJNITED STATES.
ln vlow of the suigar situation in Canada, it

will ha lntercsting ta know lsow thea sugar trada
is handled in tha United States. 'ridais laut.
lined ln a laite issue of flrad.fret',. An agrea-
ment existe botwcn tho reinlers and jabibers,
ii regard toa sugar, whiah in iiutually beneificial
ta eaeh. Undor thea new sugar duties, German
sugar coutl bc laid (Iowa in the UTnited ';tates
to compote te soe extent with the homo piro.
dueL. Tite rofiunrs, of course, desired ta coino

sanioue termes with jobbers, te induca tîseni ta
refrain framn handling the foroign article. On
tho othor hand the jobbers atnd wholcsala
dealoe wished ta contraI tho sale af sugar tu
th,) retail trade on a mare extensive scale than
they have in the past. The requiremants of
the refluersansd the jobbe-s tisus brougist the
two sections tagether ta negatiate for an ar-
rangement wvbicli would bo inutually beneficial.
'l'le refitiers have agreed ta oeil sugar in iluan-
tities net losm titan 100 barrels, instead af in
minimum quantifies of tweaty barrais as
lieretotore. ''ieo j-ibbcrs an their part, redluce
tlieir profit frram . to le per pounid, thuts caus.
ing a larger conbuniption of sugar, ta the bante.
lit of tise refiners, and aisa lesscning tise poai-
bility of foreign importations. Thiis combina.
tien (which it mnay hoe terîncd tu sainoeoxtent)
lias the effeet of rcducing the prico of sugar to
tIhe constiuer, ansI ta dte 6xtcnt it differs frein
the popular notion o! tradu combinations in
general. Speaking of this arrangement, Jlrad-
.'Ire'd says

'iswill untlouhtedlly prove of great ad.
vantage ta bath parties. Retiners have fountl
it vcry expeusiva for tlin ta distribute stigar
il) sncbi rnall lots. Tite tendency bas beert ta
inecase thesa sali ordue, as tIse rutailers have
corne more aud more tu boy direct tram the re-
tiuera rather than of wisolesalers. This traite,
which the jabibers 'lave been losiag steadily
for over a year, wil now conte back to themi.
Althougli thuy cut down their prescrit ïroflts
front j ta je per pouind, tbey wil, it is thouglit,
more titan regain this througb larger sales. It
lias bean tound that consumption inucases in a
ratio almost pr'oportienate with tho decline in
the ssrice of sugar. Hence the aggregate profit
ta dealers is about Lise saute on a amaîl margin
as on a larger."

There is another point in tise agricenent wor-
tlîy et notice. Whsite jolbers hava agreed ta a
iiiixinurn profit, they are aiso bouill not ta
self under thea prescribed prices. Thiis seures
a uniform sehedule et prices ta the retail trade,
and will aiso operate ta p revent f requent fluc-
tuations ini valum~. Jobbers are aise bound by
the agreement net to sell sugars on longer tume
tIsai thirty days, and with not more titan ne-
hli ot oue per cent. discount for cash witlsin
heu days. Thea refiners allesv jobbers ana pur
cent, for cash in saoen days and acie per cent.
tradle discount on 100 barrai loto. Jabbers wlso
sig-n tIhe wbalesalo grocers' association agrée.
nment as ta priccsasud termes, naite geL a
robate of à cent par pound frein the refiners.
This agreement appiies ta the sugar trust.
Thera are rofiners out o!l the trust, but tiseir

output la insignih'scant in comparison wlLls tise
trust refinaries, and their praduots are sollng
far 1-10 cent aboya thea lowcst prices nt wbicls
wholesale grocors anti doeaiers eau obtain thoir
stigar trons thse trust.

MuUNICIPAL BON1JSES'
T'he sy8temîl et municipal bonuises is an evil

wisicl tisis journal lias spokon strangly ngainst.
Thîis is truc of the bonus systenit generally, but
it is aspecially truc in tihe case et bonuises te
railways. Titic .Ça5I:I IuwA. put forth the argu.
muent long ago. that railssays reueiving gavern-
meut aid, aithor local or foderai, sisould bu pire.
vanted tram accepting bonisses fi ons municipali.
ticn. It is a matter for satis 'a-ition tîsat thia
principle lias becan ta semae exteut rcegnizcd,
and it couIc) bo carricd tnrthar te publie advani-
toge.

In Manitoba tIse avils arising tramn the muni-
cipal bonus system havu been abundaîstly dem.-
oustrated in varions wvays, but particularly in
the railway bonusez vated by tia northwestern
snunicipalities. Thesa municipaities hava licou
applyissg te the local governnnt for relief, ons
the grouîsd Vinat as the provincial governmaant
lis undertaken a systom of assistance ta rail-
ways since these bonuises wcra granted, it shossId
couise ta the relief of tIse ambarrassedl iuici-
palitics, by assuming tisese railway bonuses
which svcre vatcd befora tIse provincial systeni
of aid ta railwayi wvas inaugnrated. Thaso
dlaims ara advancod not withont strong argu.
inout in their lavor.

la the province o! Ontario a very similar sit-
nation prevails. Ontarie mnicipalities bava
vottd a large number o! railway buronus, since
Contedleration, aggregatiag the large surn a!
$9,000,000. Silico thesa bonuises were grantedl,
tho Dominion goverrumant has entared upon a
vigorans systensi of aid ta rail'vays. The Ontario
nsunicipalities now dlams that an this accout
tisoy 8bould ha recouped isy the Dousinion for
tIse bunmises ishiich chey have grantccl. Thea
argument is that as tliesa mnuaicipalities are
cîsargeable witis their proportion of the railway
aid exîsenditura of tise Dominion, they should
hc reiieved o! tiseir special honus expenditures
They have a further dlaimi upon the Dominion,
on tisa ground that tisa province of Ontario boa
nat received a fair sisara a! the federal axpendi-
turc in the nature o! aid taraîlways. Exclusive
of tise cont o! tihe Intercolanial, and tisa aid
given the Canadian 1>scific, the Domsinion bas
voted about twenty million dollars to railways,
only about two aud tbree-quarter millions ot
wvhich went ta Ontario. t2uebec province has
o! course received tisa lion'ô shsare.

The Ontitria municipalities, in tîseir appeal ta
the Dominion governusent, are practically in
tise saute position as tihe Manitoba municipali-
tics, which hava askcd thea local goverriment
for relief. Tha Man;toba municipalities could
appeal ta Ottawa for relief tram their railway
bonuses, with as good if net botter show of rea-
son than tisa Ontario mnnicipalitie3. White
Ontario fins rcceived soinatbing, Manitobs, bas
received notiig tramt tise Dominion, out of tisa
twenty millions voted ta raiiways. However, it
is nat at ail likoly that aithe- C-itarit' or Mani-
toba wili over bo recouped fer sucis expenditures
by tisa Domnion.

The Ontario gaverniment has goue in rather
axtcnsiivoly of late years in granting aid ta rail-
ways, and the Ontario inunicipilities coutl apt-
piy to thecir own provincial governmneît for re-
lief trami thune railway bonuscs, ren the sanie
grounti that the municipalitios ini Manitoba ask
the prov.* ial governînent haro tu assumse the
burden of their railway buronus.

IRRIGATION.
In view of the fact that proposais have te-

contly bcon malle ta undertake systeis of
irrigation in the notath %ventuen portion of AI-
berta, it will *bc interesting te lears thse cent
of irrigating lands in the United itates. Sta-
tistica of 'his nature are availablo, the cent of
irrigation hiaving beau one of the matters un-
quircd into in connaction with tho taking of the
roent census of the Unitedi Stats. In New
Mlexico it is learnod thaet thora aro more thian

3,000 farmne wholly or in part under irrigation,for
wlsich thse cent of water ini $5s.58 per I»cre. WVhora
water is purchasedl of irrigating comnpanici; tho
average cost is $1.45 per acro per antaum.
Lands in this tcrritory that have becn taken up
undcr tho land laws, reciaimed and made pro-
ductive by irrigation, have cost on an avuraga
$12.91 per acre, lu Arizona the average cost
of building ditches was $7.07 pur acre ; averaga
annuel cent of water pcr acre $1 55i, andi aver-
age first cont of preparation for cuitivation
,-8.60. Bulletins on tha samne subject for
Wyoming, Colorado and other state will bo
issued later. It is believed the cost of irriga-
tion in thesa statua xvill bc leu than iu thea dis-
tricts already mcentiotsed.

The figures publishied will show tho cont is
coasiderable, but nlot foa great to prevent tise
carrying out of tha work te a profitable end.
Irrigated lands are as a ruia nie certain of a.
crop than lands depending uipon natural lire-
cipit ation, and this issakes lap for the extra cent.
Drought is an ailliction which aimost nil caura-
tries are subject to, and in the great central
region of 'North Anserica, it is the greatest foc
to successtul agriculture. Lands %i hicli can hc
rcndered safe fron this encmy wa the creps, by
artificial mens, are tiserofor in a comparative.
ly happy position. Relîcved front the possible
danger of iajury or desteuction of cropa tramn
drought, thue lands are often more valuablo
thtan feai lands in districts where irrigation is
not practiced, and whara iL is not sa urgentiy
nceded.

In portions of western Canada included in
the territories, and Britiali Columia, there are
districts whero irrigation muet bo resorted ta,
if agriculture is to bie followved on an extensive
scale. Tise ex tant of territory requiring irriga.
tien is vory considerable, and it w-ould add
vastly te tisa value of the country as a -,isole,
if it is tound proctical te carry on irrigation on
an extensive ocate. To this end privato enter.
prises sbould bo encouragcd, aud the govcrn.
ment might make a maya ta discover tu what
extent irrigation slaitil, tW tisa lasting
benofit of the cauntry.

CHINA ANB JkPA1Ë TRAFFIC.
Tie Csj'Adiau Pacifie is nat the onIy 'rons.

continental railway wv'ich is rcaclsing out for

-a carrying trade in Chinese and Japanoso


