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SUGAR IN THE UNITED STATES.

In viow of the sugar situation in Caoada, it
will bo interesting to know how the sugar trade
is handled in the United States. This is out-
lined in o late issue of Bradsfreet’s. Au agree-
ment exists botweon the rofiners and jobbers,
in rogard to sugar, which is mutually beneficial
to each. Undor tho now sugar duties, Gorman
sugar could be laid dowa in the United States
to compote to some extent with the homo pro-
duct. The refiucrs, of course, desired to come
%o some terms with jobbers, to induco them to
refrain from handling the foreign article. Oa
the other hand the jobbers and wholesale
dealors wished to control the sale of sugar to
thn retail trade on a more oxtensive scale than
they have in the past. The requiremouts of
the refiners and the jobbe-s thus brought the
two sections together to negotiate for anar-
rangemeut which would be mutually beneficial.
The refiners have agreed to soll sugar in quan-
tities not less than 100 barrels, instead of in
minimum quantities of twenty barrels as
heretofore. Tho jobbers on their part, reduce
their profit from } to Lc per pound, thus caus.
ing a larger consumption of sugar, to the bene-
fit of the refiners, and also lessening the possi-
bility of foreign importations, This combina.
tion (which it may bo termed to somc extent)
has the effect of reducing the price of sugar to
the consumer, and to this extent it differs from
the popular notion of trade combinations in
general. Speaking of this arrangement, Brad-
streel’s 8ays 1 —

*'This will undonbtedly prove of great ad-
vautage to both parties. Retiners have found
it very expensive for them to distribute sugar
in such small lots, The tendency has been to
increase these small orders, as the retailers have
come more and more to buy direct from the re-
tiners rather than of wholesalers. This trade,
which the jobbers have been losing steadily
for over o yecar, will now come back to them.
Although they cut down their present. yrofits
from } to jc per pound, they will, it is thought,
more than regain this through larger sales. It
hes been found that consumption increases in a
ratio almost proportionate with the decline in
the price of sugar. Hence the aggregate profit
to deslers is about the same on a small margin
as on a larger.”

There is another point in the agreement wor-
thy of notice.  While jobbers have agreed to a
maximum profit, they are also bound not to
scll under the prescribed prices. This sccures
a uniform schedule of prices to the retail trade,
and will also operate to prevent frequent fluc-
tuations in values, Jobbers are also bound by
the agrecmont not to sell sugars on longer time
thun thirty days, and with not wore than one.
half of one per cent. discount for cash within
ten days, Tho refiners allow jobbers one per
cent. for cash in seven days and one per cent,
trade discount on 100 barrel lots, Jobbers who
sign the wholesale grocers' association agree.
ment as to prices and terms, also get a
robate of § cent per pound from the refiners.
‘This agreement applies to the sugar trust,
There are refiners out of the trust, but their

output is insignificant in comparison with the
trust rofinerics, and their products are selling
for 1-16 cent abovo tho lowest prices at which
wholesale grocers and dealors can obtain their
sugar from the trust.

MUNIGIPAL BONUSES.

The system of municipal bonuses is an evil
which this journal has spoken stroagly against.
This is truo of tho bonus system generally, but
it iz especially truo in the case of bonuses to
railways. Tng CoMMERCIAL put forth the argu.
ment long ago, that railways receiving govern-
ment aid, cither local or federal, should bo pro-
vonted from accepting bonuses fiom municipali-
tics. It is a matter for satis‘antion that this
principle has been to some oxteut recognized,
and it could boe carried further to public advan.
tage.

In Manitoba the evils arising from the muni-
cipal bonus systom have been abundantly dem-
ovstrated in various ways, but particnlarly in
the railway bonuses voted by the northwestern
maunicipalities. These municipalitics have been
applying to the local government for relief, on
the ground that as the provincial government
has undertaken a system of assistance to rail-
ways since these bonuses wero granted, it should
come to the relief of the embarrassed munici-
politics, by assumiog these railway bonuses
which were voted before the provincial system
of aid to railways was inaugurated. Theso
claims are advanced not without strong argu-
moat ia their favor.

In the provinee of Ontario a very similar sit-
uation prevails. Oatario municipalities havo
voted a large number of railway bonuses, since
Confederation, aggregating the large sum of
$9,000,000. Since these bonuses were granted,
the Dominion government has entered upon a
vigorous system of aid to railways. The Ontario
municipalities now claim that on this account
they should be recouped by the Dominion for
the bontses which they have granted. The
argument is that as these municipalities are
chargeable with their proportion of the railway
aid expenditure of the Dominioa, they should
be relieved of their specia! bonus expenditures
They have a further claim upon the Dominioo,
on the ground that the province of Outario has
not received a fair shave of the federal expendi-
ture in the nature of aid torailways. Exclusive
of the cost of the Intercolonial, and the aid
given the Capadian Dacific, the Dominion has
voted about twenty mullion dollars to railways,
only about two sud three.quarter millions of
which went to Ontario. Quebec province has
of course received the lion's share.

The Ontrrio municipalities, in their appeal to
the Dominion government, are practically in
the same position as the Manitoba municipali-
ties, which have asked the local government
for relief. The Manitoba municipalitics could
appeal to Ottawa for relief from their railway
bonuses, with as good if not better show of rea-
son than the Ontario aunicipalities, While
Ontario has received something, Manitobs has
received nothing from the Dominion, out of the
twenty millions voted to railways. However, it
is not at all likely that cither Catario or Mani-
toba will ever bo recouped for such expenditures
by tho Dominion,

The Ontario government has gone in rather
extensively of lato yeara in granting aid to rail.
ways, and the Ontario municipalities could ap-
ply to their own provincial government for ro-
lief from these railway bonuses, on the same
ground that the municipalitics in Manitoba ask
the prov. .ial government here to assumeo the
burden of their railway bonuses.

IRRIGATION.

In view of the fact that proposals have re-
cently been made to undertake systems of
irrigation in the south western portion of Al-
borta, it will be interesting to learn the cost
of irrigating lands in the United States. Sta-
tistics of this nature are available, the cost of
irrigation having been one of the matters en-
quired into in connection with the taking of the
recent census of tho United States. In New
Menxico it is learnod that there aro more than
3,000 farms wholly or in part under irrigation,for
which the cost of water is §5.58 per acre. Where
water is purchased of irrigating comnpanics tho
average cost is $1.45 per acre per anoum.
Lands in this territory that have been taken up
under the land laws, reclaimed and made pro-
ductive by irrigation, have cost on an average
$12.96 per acre. Iu Arizona the average cost
of building ditches was £7.07 per acre ; average
annual cost of water per acre $1 55, and aver-
age first cost of preparation for cultivation
§8.60. Bulletins on the same subject for
Wyoming, Colorado aund other states will bo
issued later. It is believed tho cost of irriga-
tion in these states will be less than in the dis-
tricts already mentioned.

The figures published will show tho cost is
considerable, but not too great to prevent tho
carrying out of the work to a profitable end.
Irrigated lands are as a rule mowe certain of &
crop than lands depending upon natural pre-
cipit ation, and this makes up for the extra cost.
Drought is an afiliction which almost all coun-
tries are subject to, and in the great central
region of North America, it is the greatest foo
to successful agriculture. Lands which can be
rendered safe from this enemy to the crops, by
artificial means, are therofore in a comparative-
ly happy position. Relicved from the possible
danger of injury or destruction of crops from
drought, theso lands are often more valuable
than farm lands in districts where icrigation is
not practiced, and where it is not so urgently
needed.

In portions of western Cabada included in
the territories and British Columbia, there are
districts wheroe irrigation must be resorted to,
if agriculture is to be followed on an extensive
scale. The extent of territory requiring irriga-
tion is very considerable, and it would add
vagtly to the value of the country as a whole,
if it is found practical to carry on irrigation on
an extensive scale. To this end private enter-
prises should be encouraged, and the govern-
ment might make a move to discover to what
extent irrigation is practical, to the lasting
benefit of the country.

CHINA AND JAPAN TRAFFIC.

The Curadian Pacific is not the only trans.
continental railway which is reaching out for
a carrying trade in Chinese and Japanese




