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CuîIE JUSTI'CE COCKBURN.

him prominently into the notice, flot o nly of Rus.'iell to make him bis Solicitor-General:
his own nation, but of E urope and America. "0 f 'many fine speeches. made during this
Not the greatest and not the noblest of the brilliant debate, we must notice one in par.
many eminent men who bave occupied ticular. It was that of Mr. Cockburn, then
the seat of 1-bIt and Mansfield, be will Imember for Southbampton. Neyer in our
probably be known in history as second only time bas a reputation been more suddenly,
to those great ligbt-bearers of British law and completely, and deservedly made than Mr.
justice, though his talents were of a diffeýr- Cockburn won by bis brilliant display of in-
ent order, and of a character less lasting in genious argument and stirring, words. The
their force. manner of tbe speaker lent additional effect

Sir Alexander Cockburn was born on tbe îto bis clever and captivating eloquence. He
24tb December, 1802?. is father was in bad a clear, sweet, l)efetrating, voice, a
the diplomnatic service, and bis mother wa'si fiuency that seemed so easy as to make
the daughter of the 'Vicomte de Vignier. listeners sometimes fancy that it ougbt to cost
lie was descended froin a Scotch family of no effort, and a grace of gesture sucb as it
antiquity ; bis ancestor, Sir Williamn Cock- i must be owned the courts of law, wbere be
hurn, obtained a grant of the lands and had bad bis training, do not often teacb us.
barony of Langton, in 1595, and bi., family Mr. Cobden observed that whenMrCo-
held lands of tbe Crown as far back as, tbe burn bad concluded bis speech, 'one baif of
time of 1David Il of Scotland. He obtained the Treasury benches w--re left. empty, while
distinction as a classical scbolar at Cam- honorable ýmem bcrsi ran after o-,ie auiother,
bridge ; and, in after life, wben presiding at tumbling over each other in their baste toý
the Ticbborne trial, it is said tbat an applica- sbake bands with the honorable and learned
tion for a card of admission whicb had been inember' Mr. Cockburn's career w.1. safe.made to him in vain, in English, was granted from tbat hour. It is needless to say that he-
iflle ae ly, w e it aS r p t d in cassic well upheld in afer years tbe reputation e

Greek.won in a night."
Mr. Cockburn was a member of the In 185 i,on the ýlevation of Sir John Romilly

Middle Temple, and was called to the Bar in to the Bencli, he was appointed Attorney Gene-
11829, and went the Western Circuit and rai. He was engaged in many important trials,Devon Sessions, Hie subsequently acquired among wbich may 1be named the lihel case-a large practice in London in raiîway and of- Achilli v. Neteuan, tbe celebrated Su'in-

e'cton cases. Although be did'bis best for fen case, in wbîcb the proceedings were,
his clients, he was carefuùl that tbey sbould do stayed by an agreement made between tbe
their duty by him, and the story is told tbat counsel, Sir F. Thesiger and Sir Alexander-
on One occasion, wben an election commit- Cockburn, for a certain suru n e

te le, Mr. Cockburn, the counsel for one fiance, as was alleged, of the instructions to-Of the parties, was absent because bis fee had the latter by bis client. In the well-known
flot accompanied tbe brief, and the only mes- Rugely poisoning case, Sir Alexander acted,siage left was tbat he had gone to the Derby, for the prosecution, and the prisoner, Dr.with the remnark that " a man migbt as well Palmer, was found guilty andý executed.
PlaY for nothing as work for nothing." In î856 Sir Alexander Cockburn was>

Ini 1847~ Mr. Cockburn entered Parliamfent, made Chief justice of the Conmmon Pleas in.as a Liberal, and proved himselfa debater the roomn of Sir John Jervis; and, on -24th
'of gmaet Oratorical powers. Justin McCarthy, June, 1859, be became Chief Justice'of Eng-in1 bis interesting " History of our Own land, on Lord Campbell's becoming Lord
ligresthus refers to the famous speech de. Chancellor. His career on the Bench às1ered in, '185o, wbich induced Sir John thus alluded to in the English LawJDuraal.


