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ON MARIAGE WITHI A DE.CEAsED WIFIeS SISTER.

ii> similar, in fact, to that which is indicated " one fiesh. ' This is obviously a spiritual

ini the marginal note in our English Bibles. and not a physical truth, for in respect to

This note suggests, as an alternative transia- their material substance their duality remains.

tin Cione wife to ariother," instead of, "la But their union in marriage is effected by a

IVife to ber sister 11; reference being subjoined spiritual action of the personal will, ratified

to the passage ixi- x Samuel i. 2-6, concerning by the law of God, which is s0 real and per-

elkanah's two wives, Hannah and Peninnah, manent»that they are declared to have been

of whom we read that the one provoked the CIjoined together " by God Himself, and may

* ther, and caused ber to fret Thus, by the not, therefore, 'be "Iput asunder " by man's

tevîsed tranbîation-which is amply warrant- authority.*

ed, flot only in îtself, but by its agreement The words in Genesis, as explained and

NWith Hebrew idioms in corresponding pas- enforced %4y Christ, are obviously the basis-

Bages-this verse is found to embody a not only of the injunctions against marriages

declaration of the mind and purpose of God within the prohibited degrees in the book of-

against polygamy. It is true that Jewish Leviticus-but likewise of ail Christian legis-

Practice did flot conform to this rule : it is lation on thie subject. Sucb alliances are er-

alsO true that, during the Mosaic, as also pressly forbiddefl because it is Ilwickedness"»

*under the Patriarchal dispensation, God for a rnan "4to approach to any that is near of

Permitted a departure fromn it; but CIfrom flesk to himn to uncover their nakedness.y'

the beginning it was not so." We are, therefore, bound to, believe tha±

* Wben Christ came, He lifted up a higiier within whatever degree it is unlawful for a

Moral standard. This He did, not by intro- man to marry bis blood relations, within the

Iducing a new law, but by leading His dis- same degree he is forbidden to marry the re-

ciples hack to the old. He showed that lations of bis deceased wife : and that within

because of the bardness of men's bearts, the same limits, a womaii, by parity of reason,

Moses lhad been allowed to sanction certain is forbiddeli to marry the relations of her

Ideviations from God's holy and perfect law; husband. This, indeed, is tbe well understood

but this was only by sufferailce, and for a conclusion of Christian antiquity; and the

timne. Christ, as the Revealer of theFather's aw sineptdbyCrtiafi courtso

lriind and will, then proceeded to point out justice, in various able judgments within the

the true law of marriage, at its original insti- present century.

tution, in these words :-"At the beginning,", On urther objection, bowever, mustb

God created man Ilmale and female; and noticed. It bas been contended that the.

C"for this cause shahl a man .. cleave to bis moral code, set forth in Leviticus, was

v;ife:* and tbey twain shall be one flesh. designed merely for Jews, and ià not binding

Wberefore tbey are no more twain but one é .rmms eigi h a rs,îenwrt

Xfeh'(ai. S4-. uestion propoui1ded to Pirofessor Owe>n the well knowsi phy.

fies." (att. ~ > iologisi, which bas seemed ta somne to Show that the expression

Since this reiteration by our L.ord of the "on tà hsaphysical as weIl as a spiritual. meaning. The

prmryqetion akdhim wswhether awoinan iss ndeis!

Proaylaw of marriage, polygamy has been =cbud with the. charactersticS of ber buband that berça

springr by a 9econd husband are influenced thereby. Thie answer

Prohbitd i al Chistan atinsandmayof r.,Owen la iad ta bave been as foliows_

prohibited ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Th inalCrsinntosin a f nterchaflge between the maternai and foetal circulations

110 longer -be ptsd etr y ewOr in placenta
1 mammals impresseS se much of the. male'as nature

'Gntl, h raChtid la eit e i by tee female as the mîxed product, the foetus, can smpsrt.

(~etiewbeevr hritin aw reais. In ulVevdence of this la shown by the. reappearance of more or

thisverypasage f S. Matbews Gspelwe es of the fathers character in subsec1uent offspring f other'

verypassge o St.Mathew' Gosel mai.e parentâge, Observations of this fact may have suge«ted
hav th che werey w ma deermriethe high value net on iii. virginity of a wife by vaiu n~c5ift

have te clu wherby we ay deermin mccsof mankifld. After a wedan bas conceived seadle

husband literalIy become one flesb (as the Bible asserta they do),

lipon the propriety, or otherwise, of marriage and inl the course of years they resemble çach other in se

IWitb deceased wife's sister. siîht degree." W. are not prepared ta s.y that the Chiion

ain 
LevitiCuS warrmu the assertion that this view exp 0al

a ~)difficulties of the subject, but it la at ieast an interestlng addition

Christ asserts aman anu his wife to bz to th Iearnhng on tiss mucb vexed question.-EDs. C. L. J.


