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That afternoon General Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien came to 
see us at our billets. He warmly congratulated me on the 
action at St. Julien and expressed much regret that so many 
good men were lost. At Cassel he had told us that the Can
adians had brought him good luck in South Africa, and he 
felt sure they would distinguish themselves again under his 
command. His prophecy had come true. Nothing will destroy 
the confidence of the Canadian troops in the Chief of the 
Second Army. The hope expressed by every Canadian soldier 
who fought under him was that he would be their leader when 
they won their way across the Rhine.

The people throughout the Empire gave every evidence of 
their appreciation of the conduct of the Canadians. The 
press was loud in our praises and His Majesty the King was 
graciously pleased to send the following message to Field 
Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught ;

“Congratulate you most warmly on the splendid and gallant 
way in which the Canadian Division fought during the last 
two days north of Ypres. Sir John French says their conduct 
was magnificent throughout. The Dominion will be justly 
proud.”

“George”
His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught then sent the 

following message to the Minister of Militia for Canada:
“Canada has every reason to be proud of the gallantry of 

her sons who have nobly done their part in this great struggle 
for the liberties and honor of our Empire against the tyranny 
and injustice of Germany.

“As an English officer, I am proud of our Canadian com
rades and feel that they have brought honor to the British 
Army as well as themselves, and that their heroic work will 
thrill the Dominion from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

“I deeply lament the long list of casualties and send our 
profound sympathy to every home which is plunged into sad
ness and sorrow by the tidings that reach us from hour to 
hour.


