
ihal lime foilh ttjo, ilowii to this day, I liave rontlii- '

,

ually ic'Coiv:d infirnaliotus of a slate of feeling amongst •

iIk; ('anadian peasantry of the Distritt of Montreal, '

'

wliieli tluTatens,—if not aoturi. disturl)an<:os during

the winter,—still so much combination of purpose

and moans nruongst the disaflected, as to require the TioBamo moiinsnro.

utmost vigilance on the part of Government. Nor" '^" «i;P"«i^« ,

did the Duke of Welhngtons speech and liord MeI-ini,„bifantsof tho

bourne's silence on that occasion, produce a less mis- Colony,

chievous oflect upon the great bulk of the British race

in this ('ulony. As respects this class, the first impres-

sion created by this evidence of my being left without ,

ade(|uate support at home was one of despondency.

1 can speak almost from my own persona! knowledge
of numbers including gentlemen of the most respectable

eharacter and highest influence, who had entered into

all my views for the improvement of this much neg- DoBpondcncy and ir-

lected Country, who were aware of my d'^termina-"^^!'"" '''/'>'» P<«t

tion, so far as it might depend upon me, to remove the

causes—to dry up the very source of past dissensions,

and to render this Colony essentially British in it^

laws. Institutions, and character ; who had merely on
account of those views and intentions, afforded me
their confiding support; and who were employing
their valuable influence in diverting Public attention

from the miserable past, and endeavouring to fix it on
a happy prospect of peace and prosperity. These
Gentlemen, when the news in question arrived from
England,—when they perceived that I wbs left alone

to struggle with unparalled difficulties,—could no
longer rely on the accomplishment of any of the im- *

portant measures that I had projected. They were
theiefore led, most naturally, as it appears to me, in

stead of looking with confidence to the future, first to

<lespair of any fruit from my exertions, and next to re- "

cur to the past with feelings of irritation as violent'as

Vi/ere ever produced amongst the British race in this

Colony by the worst previous sacrifice of Colonial in-

terests to the object of mere party in the Mother
Country. Such is the unanimity of opinion and feeling

amongst the British population of this Colony, that the ^

individLials whom 1 have described, fairly represent
the whole class. The despondency and irritation of'^]'^Z^^'"'^uTP!,''^'"^

. . ^, . ' ^ I ir 1 1 ,
ed entirely by the

that Class were as conspicuous as the half elated and porty proceedings ia

threatening activity of the disaffected portion of French England.

Canadians. But such was the effect produced upon
both Classes, that is, upon the great bulk of the people,

by the party proceedings at Home.
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