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It is hard to say whether much real joy was felt

by any of the party at the prospect of returning to

England. It is t»"ue that Mary Percival was de-

lighted at tl e idea of not being so far from her aunt

and uncle, and that Emma was hotter pleased to be

in England, for reasons which siie kept to herself.

But it was not the coming into the large property

which occasioned pleasure to any of them. How-
ever, if there was not much pleasure derived from

this re-accession to property, Mr. and Mrs. Camp-
bell knew their duty too well to hesitate, and every

preparation was commenced for their return along

with Alfred and Captain Sinclair. John, however,

still continued obstinate in declaring that he would

not go, and Percival was very much of John's

opinion, although he did not speak so plainly.

When Mr. and Mrs. Campbell were alone, the

former said to his wife,- —
" I do not know what to do about John. He

appears so resolute in his determination not to go

with us, that I fear he will run away into the woods
at the time of our departure. He is now continually

with Malachi and Martin, and appears to have

severed himself from his family."

" It is hard to decide, Campbell ; I have more
than once thought it would be better to leave him

here. lie is our youngest son. Henry will of

course inherit the estate, and we shall have to pro-

vide for the others out of our savings. Now this

property, by the time that John is of age, will be of

no inconsiderable value, and by no means a bad

fortune for a younger son. He appears so wedded
to the woods and a life of nature, that I fear it

would only be the cause of continual regret and

discontent if we did take him to England; and if


