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the treaties made with' the Kansas and Osage 
tribes in 1825, for the cession to the United 
States of all their vast territory west of Missouri 
and Arkansas, except small reserves to them­
selves, and which treaties had been made with­
out previous authority from the government, and 
for the purpose of acquiring new homes for all 
the Indians east of the Mississippi, were duly 
and readily ratified. Those treaties were made 
at St. Louis by General Clarke, without any au­
thority, so far as this large acquisition was con­
cerned, at my instance, and upon my assurance 
that the Senate would ratify them. It was done. 
They were ratified : a great act of justice was 
rendered to the South. The foundation was 
laid for the future removal of the Indians, which 
was followed up by subsequent treaties and acts 
of Congress, until the southern and western 
States were as free as the northern from the in­
cumbrance of an Indian population ; and I, who 
was an actor in these transactions, who reported 
the bills and advocated the treaties which brought 
this great benefit to the south and west, and 
witnessed the cordial support of the mem­
bers from the free States, without whose con­
currence they could not have been passed—I, 
who wish for harmony and concord ameng all 
the States, and all the sections of this Union, 
owe it to the cause of truth and justice, and to 
the cultivation' of fraternal feelings, to bear 
this faithful testimony to the just and liberal 
conduct of the non-slaveholding States, in re­
lieving the southern and western States from 
so large an incumbrance, and aiding the exten­
sion of their settlement and cultivation. The 
recommendation of Mr. Monroe, and the treaties 
of 1825, were the beginning of the system of 
total removal ; but it was a beginning which 
assured the success of the whole plan, and 
was followed up, as will be seen, in the history 
of each case, until the entire system was accom­
plished. %

CHAPTER XII.
Visit of lafayette to. the united states.

In the summer of this year General Lafayette, 
accompanied by his son, Mr. George Washing­
ton Lafayette, and under an invitation from the 
President, revisited the United States after a

lapse of forty years. He was received with un­
bounded honor, affection, and gratitude by the 
American people. To the survivors of the Revo­
lution, it was the return of a brother ; to the 
new generation, born since that time, it was the 
apparition of an historical character, familiar 
from the cradle ; and combining all the titles to 
love, admiration, gratitude, enthusiasm, which 
could act upon the heart and the imagination of 
the young and the ardent. He visited every 
State in the Union, doubled in number since, as 
the friend and pupil of Washington, he had spilt 
his blood, and lavished his fortune, for their in­
dependence. His progress through the States 
was a triumphal procession, such as no Roman 
ever led up—a procession not through a city, 
but over a continent—followed, not by captives 
in chains of iron, but by a nation in the bonds 
of affection. To him it was an unexpected and 
overpowering rcctyeoh. His modest estimate of 
himself had not allowed him to suppose that he 
was to electrify a continent. He expected kind­
ness, but not enthusiasm. He expected to meet 
with surviving friends—not to rouse a young gen­
eration. As he approached the harbor of New- 
York, he made inquiry of some acquaintance to 
know whether he could find a hack to convey 
him to a hotel ? Illustrious man, and modest as 
illustrious ! Little did he know that all Ame­
rica was on foot to receive him—to take posses­
sion of him the moment he touched her soil—to 
fetch and to carry him—to feast and applaud 
him—to make him the guest of cities, States, 
and the nation, as long as he could bo detained. 
Many were the happy meetings which he had 
with old comrades^ survivors for near half a 
century of their early hardships and dangers ; 
and most grateful to his heart it was to see 
them, so many of them, exceptions to the maxim 
which denies to the beginners of revolutions the 
good fortune to conclude them (and of which 
maxim his own country had just been so sad an 
exemplification), and to see his old comrades not 
only conclude the one thçy began, but live to enjoy 
its fruit^^d honors. Three of his old associates 
he found ex-presidents (Adams, Jefferson, and 
Madison), enjoying the respect and affection of 
their country, after having reached its highest 
honors. Another, and the last one that TVW, 
would admit to the Presidency (Mr. Monroe), 
now in the Presidential chair, and inviting him 
to revisit the land of his adoption. Many of his


