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nearly always on the h/t side, and many cxamplos can be produced

where it is placed sometimes on tlic right sometimes on the left. If a

semaphore is a warning or a guide to an engine driver he ought to have

some uniformity of prnctice to guide him. The night danger signal is

always red, the day danger signal should be likewise uniform.

The question of guard rails which is now so much agitated is a curi-

ous revival of a disused custom. About 25 years ago, they were uni-

formly adopted on bridges and viaducts on the great .Scotch Trunk lines
;

after a few years they fell into disuse as they were looked upon as a source

of dunger to the wheel. Since the Tay bridge accident they have come

int'i use again, an 1 are placed on the new bridge but not near the

nrl,

i'ii? numerous cases of wheels leaving the rail, an it the points (or

switches) in particular, which have been reported tins winter, call for

?ome amendment to the present system. The Engineering journals are

full of advertisements of sw'ti-h and signal locking apparatus, but the

employment of them doos not se 'in to find favor. It is to be hoped some

member whose work lies partii-ularly in track maintenance will now, or

in a future paper, give tlie Sociity information on tliese im{)ortant points.

A train shoiild have no diffii'ulty in running througli a properly set and

guarded "facing point.'' Iluiiilreds of trains do tiiis daily in Britain.

Many of the other points referring to accidents could be dealt with

if there were an or_'!iniz,vtion siuiiki w the English Railway department

of the Board of Trade, with officials having the power to compel

railway companies to carry out their orders.

On one point he dis.igreed with the essayist, that of making city and

municipal corpoiutions bear tlie greater share of the cost of forming and

watehinsr level crossings and of constructing bridges in cities. He says :

• A railway is now rather to be regarded as a greater factor in the

• public eonvenienee and in the national pro.spcrity than as a means

•'throuirh which private individuals may bo enriched." Such being

the case, when a railway lielps to build up a city, it in turn builds up

the railway. If a railway crosses a street whieli has been established

before tl;e advent of the ruilway, and in conscf|uence of increased traffic

both on railway and street, the public safety is endangered ; or if a com-

pany has a bridge which lias long failed to meet the demands of street

traffic pa->inir over it. it is tlie provincr of the railway to in;'rease the

aecoinmodatiim of the bridg.'. uml in the ca of a level crossing to pro-

vide a suitable safe means of traverse. This rule is enforced in Britain

where railways arc worked a-! |uiely commercial enterprises for the

profit of the shareholders. The companies are compolleil to put up

bridges over level cross'ngs. and provide other safeguards for the public


