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Fa‘lght and spoken here? French is used
In every part of the universe. Why,
th?n, is there 80 much trouble about it in
I8 country ?
lts importance to-day is a consequence
Olits universality. So universal is it, that
Dot long ago, as T had occasion to say on
the 27th ultimo, from my seat in this
Ouse, a conference on the important
%mstion of public health being held in
ashington, the delegates from different
parts of the world could not understand
ach other unless they spoke French.
Uring this very Session, a conference
28 been held in Berlin on the great ques-
thf{ of labor. Tt was decided, at the very
®¢inning, that the discussion should take
Place in French in order that the delegates
from the various countries there repre-
Sented might understand each other.
ter the conference was over and before
the delegates left Berlin, a great banquet
Was given in their honor; Baron Von
erlepsch, Minister of Commerce in the
erman Cabinet, presided. He proposed
® first toast, ““ The various States repre-
Sented at the Conference,” and spoke in
tench. The toast “ to the German Em-
eror ” was called and drank, when
hltshop Kopp answered also in French on
eh‘ﬂlf of the Emperor.
rench was also the language used, so
ar back as 1878, at a congress held in
erlin on the Oriental question.
VAF the great Geographical Congress at
enice, in September, 1881, French was
8ain the language which had to be used.
few years ago the attention of the
i sh authorities was called to this very
Mportant question of the French language
leh to British statesnen seemed to be
ity 80 great importance that they advised
foll he}ng taught more and more, as the
L Owing quotation will show, In the
i ondon 7imes of the 4th July, 1881, there
S 8 letter trom the Earl of Morley to the

£ V. G. C. Bell, M.A., wherein I find the
OHOWing

Briti

"
con, The military authorities having had under their
M8ideration the question of demanding and encour-
N8 proficiency in the French language among the
fr, oml's of the army, have come to the conclusion, that
and the date to be hereafter fixed, and of which fair
mea,:mple warning will be given, to all whom this
SQ}’)O,“"Q may comcern, a knowledge of French, both
astic and colloquial, shall made obligatory

o ¢ A, :
- bi-!a.nan candidates for admission to the various
it ig icn ©8 of thearmy * * * * At the same time

grad tended to request the Civil Service Commission
the ually to raise the standard in that language at
Preliminary examinations.”

Prince of Wales is reported as having said,
in his addre=s to the English exhibitors :

‘“ Every well educated Englishman canread French
if he cannot speak it.”

On this side of the Atlantic, an Ameri-
can gentleman, Mr. Siddons, writing to
the Washington Republican, says :

““T congratulate you on the article showing the im-
[q)ortance and necessity of every officer of the United
tates Government knowing the French language.
* * No one ought to deny that French is the
diplomatic language, that it is the language of every
man who is well educated. There is not in the whole
of the North, and particularly in the East, a single
family where the French is not taught and spoken.”

e
* *

I might also quote the names of Mr.
Edward FEverett, a well-known literary
man in the United States; Mr. Sumner, a
prominent speaker, and Mr, Longfellow,
the poet of world-wide fame, all of whom
have boasted that they knew and spoke
French,

Less than a fortnight ago, an election
took place in Milwaukee, where both
French and Germans are opposed to the
exclusive teaching of English in schools.
Those pretensions were made the platform
of the election. The Democrats supported
those views; the Republicans opposed
them. A hard fight took place on the
burning question, and the excitement was
very great. Mr. George W. Peck, a
Democrat, was elected by a majority of
5,000 votes. The question of one language
was defeated, and fanaticism was once
more punished.

A gentleman of high Standing and great

{learning, a professor at the University of

New Brunswick, wrote, in 1885, an article
wherein I find the following ideas on this
question—

““ We are forced to admit that two languages will
always have to be spoken in Canada. hose who
may have expected in the past that French would
disappear, may certainly give up such a hope. The
thing would have been possible some fifty years ago,
but to-day the idea is a ridiculous Utopia. Let all
Englishmen admit, with their ordinary good common
gense, that in the near future, onr greatest politicians,
our richest merchants, our best civil servants will be
those who have the advantage of knowing both
languages. Many I know, regret that is so ; let them
be convinced now and for the future, that the exis-
tence of two races and of two languages has never
been an obstacle to the prosperity of any country.
Does not peace, union, prosperity and abundance
reign in Belgium, Scotland and Switzerland. The
downfall of the Roman Empire did not begin when
her great men began travelling in order to learn the
different dialects of her colonies, but it began when
her people became intolerant * * *”



