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Democratic Party to participate in the debate on the bill which
otherwise might be jeopardized by some other arrangement.

I undertake to ensure in all negotiations about the debate on
the bill that time be permitted to the NDP to participate in the
debate. I think that will solve the problem. We need not reopen
the issue.

Mr. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, in light of what has taken place
here, I think out of consideration we would accept the offer put
forward by the hon. member.

However I wish to stress that the point of the intervention was
that the use of the standing order in this case was not introduced
properly either by the government or in our understanding of the
ability to debate early.

We realize even in the event of the debate carrying on through
the evening that New Democrats would likely have an opportu-
nity to speak. However the problem that exists is that the
legislation the government is bringing forward, which the
government is scheduling to pass this evening, may not be
necessary given what is happening on the west coast. Therefore
we should debate that process prior to debating the motion itself.

The Speaker: The dilemma that we face in the House seems
to have at least a reasonable chance to be resolved without
reverting in any way.

The hon. member for The Battlefords—Meadow Lake has
made his point clear. I personally thank him for his understand-
ing. I probably should have said the word debate. I assure him
that the next time I will use the word debate.

My ruling would be that the motion is carried. I want to put the
matter to one side, understanding of course the agreement of the
governing party that hon. members will have a chance to fully
participate in the debate. It would seem that there is unanimous
agreement. Is there unanimous agreement?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
The Speaker: I thank hon. members for their help.

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—LIloydminster, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, my colleague, the hon. member for Wild Rose,
requested that you consider an emergency debate tonight on the
very issue that will be dealt with in the bill. That confirms the
feelings of the hon. member that it is a very serious matter which
needed to be discussed by the House.

In light of recent developments the hon. member should
withdraw the request. It seems redundant to ask for an emergen-
cy debate when we will actually be dealing with the legislation
we called for yesterday in the House.

The Speaker: I thank the hon. House leader of the Reform
Party. I am sorry I will not be able to hear my hon. friend for
Wild Rose. I was looking forward to hearing what he was going
to say to the House.

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that all questions be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

* % %

MOTIONS FOR PAPERS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I ask that all Notices of Motions for the Production of Papers
be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF MINISTER OF FINANCE

The House resumed from March 14 consideration of the
motion that this House approves in general the budgetary policy
of the government.
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Hon. Ethel Blondin—-Andrew (Secretary of State (Training
and Youth), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is an honour to rise in the
House to speak today on a matter of great importance to the
economic and social future of the country, namely the budget
presented by the Minister of Finance two weeks ago.

In order to fully understand the measures taken by the
Minister of Finance, it is useful to recall the fiscal and economic
reality that confronted us upon taking power just 16 months ago.
Unemployment and interest rates were high. Corporate profit-
ability had plummeted. Business failures were at record levels.
Many Canadians had quite literally lost hope. We were con-
fronted with a huge national debt and growing deficit that
threatened our economic and social futures.

It was a daunting challenge. However we tackled it head on
and made job creation, economic growth and fiscal responsibil-
ity our top priorities.

[Translation]

The Speaker: My colleagues, if you have some things to
discuss, I would ask you to do it behind the curtains. I now give
the floor back to the Secretary of State.



