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point, sir, the function of all members of parliament as repre-
sentatives of the people will be placed in greater jeopardy.

The question of ministerial responsibility is basic to our
parliamentary system, or at least it was. It is important that
ministers of the Crown do everything in their power to ensure
that they are cognizant of the major activities in their depart-
ments, and as certain as possible of the truth of the statements

which are issued under their signatures.

If government members avoid this issue and defeat this
motion, and if they use the excuse that an extraneous body can
have a role and make a ruling concerning the privilege of
members of the House of Commons, then, sir, the most basic
principles of our parliamentary democracy are being chal-
lenged, and they are being challenged by a government afraid

of the truth.

Some hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?

Some hon. Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: The question is on the motion in the name of
the hon. member for Northumberland-Durham (Mr. Law-
rence). Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the said

motion?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Some hon. Members: No.

Mr. Speaker: Those in favour of the motion will please say

yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

Mr. Speaker: Those opposed will please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.

And more than five members having risen:

Mr. Speaker: Call in the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Lawrence), which

was negatived on the following division.
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I declare the motion defeated.

It being after ten o’clock, this House stands adjourned until
tomorrow at eleven o’clock in the morning.

At 10.41 p.m. the House adjourned, without question put,
pursuant to Standing Order.



