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wish my hon. f riend clearly to understand
that at no time have they been used in com-
petition with what may be termed free labour
in an effort ta underseli ordinary producers.
That is an elementary and fundamental pria-
ciple. My hon. friend can make any case lie
likes, but 1 assure him that under no circum-
stances is the praduet of prisaners of war and
conscientiaus abj ecto-rs uniderselling the prod-
ucts of free labour.

Mr. ROWE: Witb reference ta the employ-
ment of prisoners of war, what the Minister
of Labour has said is quiýte true. The wages
which are paid prisaners of war to-day by
companies do flot cbeapen the production of
what *they create, and certainly in none of the
companies by whom tbey are employed bas
civilian labour in any way been prejudiced.
These people are used *only wbere civilian
labour is flot sufflciently plentiful. I feel,
however, that tbe scanty proportions af this
vote reflect the government's policy toward
forest services gene-rally. The minister shakes
bis head, but we find that fram. year ta year
duýring the war the expenditure in bis own
department on this work bas been less as the
years go by. From 1939 ta 1942 there bas
býeen a very substantial reduction.

Tbe ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Golding):
1 do flot thin], that upon this item we sbauld
get into a general discussion in connectian
witb forests.

Mr. ROWE: Tbis subject pertains ta, forest
services generally, and the amaunt ta ha voted
under tbis item bas to do anly with forest
services. 1 submit that considerable latitude
lias been taken aven by the minister himsalf;
wa have been in Russia and Japan and ail
over the Pacific. We alsa took in a lot of
latitude in the items which preceded this.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. Golding):
1 think too mucli latitude bas been taken
under ail these items. This particular one
states definite1y, "Tnternment and prisoners of
war aperations"; it does flot bave ta do with
general policy in connection witb forests.

Mr. ROWE: Very well, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. CRERAR: I wisb ta make ana or twa
remarks in reply ta the bon. mamber who
lias just spoken. H1e is under a misappre-
hension or perhaps in some confusion. This
vote is flot intcnded for forest development
work; it is ta provide for tbe supervisory
expensa of looking aftar certain internees or
prisoners of war.

Mr. ROWE: It is the first item under
4 'forest service".

Mr. CRERAR: Quite trua. As I bave
explainad, that is wbat this vote is for, but
my hon. friend is under a misapprahension if
be measiires by this vote wbat we are doing
in forestry wark. In aur civil estimates, wbich
in due course will ha hafore the bouse, is an
item of aver $300,000 for forestry wark. But
this bas notbing ta do witb tbat; it is meraly
a vote for wbîch we are asking ta supervise
the work of intarnees and prisonars of war
wha bappen ta ha amployed at dominion farest
experimental stations.

Mr. NOSEWORTHY: The vote last yaar
under this item was $42,445. Will the miaister
tell us what the actual expenditures were, and
also wbat incarne accrued ta the departmant
tbrougb tbe sale of wbat thesa men producad?

Mr. CRER AR: I bave already explained ta
'tha cammittee that the work of these
intarneas and prisoners under supervision was
diracted ta the production of cordwood, pit
props, a smaîl amaunt of lumber, fence pasts,
and pulpwaod.

Mr. NOSEWORTIIY: Tbose were sold?

Mr. CRERAR: 1 can give my bon. friend
the figures. Tbere wara produced over 16,000
cords of wood, includîag 5,000 cords te heat
the internment camps; 2,750,000 odd lineal
feet of mine props; ovar 12,000 lineal feet of
fence posts, including fence posts for the
internment camp; over 1,100 cords of pulp-
wood; and over 55,000 feet board measure of
sawn logs. My bon. friend askcd n-bat the
receipts were. I am sorry we have flot that
bere, but the material n-as sold at prices fixed
by tbe timber fuel contraller.

Item agreed ta.

Forest produets lahoratoies, $56.400.
Mr. ROWE: Will the moinistai- explain this

item?

Mr. CRERAR: This is war wvork carried
out by the laboratories. The purpose is ta
ascertain the hcst means of preservation and
fire retardment treatment of wood for variaus
purposes, serviceahilitv of wooden aircraft
under different climatie conditions, reccdvery
of ethyl alcohol from wood waste for use in
the manufacture of synthetic rubber, the use
of paper plastics for aircraft and for ather
purposes, charcoal for producer gas and metal-
lurgical puî poses, the moulding af airerait
parts ta double curvature, the seasoning of
lumber for spacial war purposes, and work of
that kind. That is all diractly related ta
the war.


