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delit, or a total of 390,000,000. That 390,000,-
000 has ta be taken from other sources of
revenue, and it simply means that out of the
324,000,000 provided by customs tariff and
excise duties we have ta take 390,000,000 ta
meet aur expenditures on war accounit, and ta
make our annuaf reduction in war delit.

As I said a moment aga, to my mind war
taxes should meet war expenditures. In 1927
and 1928 we had large reductions in the in-
cornte tax, the sales tax has been reduced year
by year, and in no financial statement that
bas been presented have we ever received suffi-
cient revenues ta meet war account. The in-
carne tax should be put hack where it was
hefore 1927. The sales tax is being continu-
ally reduced and it is one of the mast direct
means of raising revenue with the least ex-
pense. It often appears curious ta me why
we should be persistently reducing the in-
corne tax and the sales tax, while the custorns
tariff, the tax that the Liheral party speci-
fied they would reduce, has flot received any
material reductions during the life of this par-
liament. If the reduction in war taxes goes
on each year, we will soan lie faced with the
fact that we @hall have ta take hall the
revenue derived from customs and excise
duties ta meet aur deficit an war account. And
then we shaîl soon begin ta realize what Sir
Thomas White meant when lie said that
the war debt, if it was paid, would be paid
out of the top six inches of Canadian soil.
If aur war expenditures and the reductian
of our war deht is ta be paid thraugh the
customrs tariff, we can readily see that the
financial burden of the war is going ta be
placed an the shoulders of' the people an the
soil, because those an the soi! heaT most af
the tariff burden.

The Minister of Finance says that the
policy af this administration is not a high
tariff pahicy, but a low tariff palicy. But
liaving said that, lie at once proceeds ta
lower tlinse forrns of taxation which. do nat
bear upan the tariff at alI, and lie leaves the
tariff practically untauched. As far as this
budget la concernied, it seems tao le samewhat
of a watchful waiting affair--watching ta see
what the United States will do at the next
seasion af congress ini regard ta raîsing the
tariff, and waiting ta see how mucli political
capital the Conservative party miglit make
out af sucli a step if it were taken. To a
certain degree I arn somewhat in sympathy
with this watchful waiting palicy. If the
gavernment af the day ever had an excuse foar
not giving tariff reductions, perliaps it lias
a better one at this session of the liause
than it lias ever liad before during the term
of thla parliament. There ýare fields in which

the Minister of Finance cauld, 1 believe, have
implemented some of the promises given in
the Liberal platfoerm af 1919, and one af
these I helieve ta bie the lowering af the
duty against British goads. Althougli it
might lie advantageous ta adopt a watchful
waiting policy this session as regards the
United States. I see no rea-son why it sliould
nat be ta aur advantage ta lower the duty
against British goade. Then, tao, the palicy
espaused by the United States la ta he
directed largely, we understand, againsf agri-
cultural produets. There la theref are a large
number af commadifies with which they
would nat concerni themselves, and I can see
no reasan why we sliauld not proceed ta give
tariff reductions upon some af those corn-
modifies upan whicli tlie tariff board lias
already passed. If may lie that the gaverfi-
ment has lef the opportune time slip by for
giving substantial reductions. I notice that
some members on the gavernment side af the
house seem ta entertain that view, judging by
what tliey have said in this debate. They
seern ta be fearful thaf fthe golden appar-
tunify bas passed by. I quote from the
speech mnade by fthe lion. member for Southi
Huron (Mr. MeMillan). Speaking in flua
debafe, lie said:

I urge upan this government th-af its duty
is ta praceed mare rapidIy a'Iong the lines af
a well-eonsidered tariff reduction. I urge thema
again that, we can do this kind of thing anly
in periods of good times. We cannot do if in
times af adversity. Now is the golden oppor-
tiinity, and we shauld be taking advanfage af
it. Apparently, however, the governimenf seem
inelined ta mark time.

The hion. member for Southi Huron is
evidently getting anxiaus and sornewliat
fearful lest we have no tariff reduetions this
year. He almoet seems ta think thaf the
government lias sinned away its day of grace
sa far as tariff reductions during the ljife aI
flua parliaznent -are concerned. 1 notice also
in fthe speech of the lion. meraber for Lis-
gar (Mîr. Brown) a somewh-at irnhilar senti-
ment. He bas thig to say:

From the standipoint of the ordinary con-
sumer I eonfess that there is not a very great
deal in this budget; if does not contain muel
meat, of course, but we. may be glad thaf if
does not contain anY Poison.

Tlie hon. member 'lias evidently given up al
idea af gefting any meaf from any of fhe
budgets presented by the Minlater of Finance,
and is now willing ta be thankful il only no
poison is adtninistered. I hope tliat thie lion.
Minister of Finance wili bear in mind these
expressions of lis supporters when lie prepares
his next budget.


