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ping at that figure for the balance of the
period of the lease. It would continue at five
per cent, say, for ten years, but that is just
a tentative suggestion.

Mr. ROWE: The whole thing seems to be
tentative. It is very strange that this cooper-
ative association of farmers, in whom the
minister and I are really interested as rnem-
bers of the samne vocation, should be made a
gift of a building worth $150,000. It is unfair
to every other organized business with which
it will corne into competition. I would ask
the minister what the A. E. Mackenzie Coin-
pany, the seed distributors of Brandon, the
Hogg and Lytie people, the Steele, Briggs
people and the Rennie people might have to
say about this. I have as much sympathy
with cooperative marketing and cooperative
production in the agricultural districts as the
minister or any other hion. member, but it
does seern to me absolutely unfair that the
minister and this government should hand out
to the registered seed growers' cooperative
association a building and establishment wortb
3150,000, to enter into competition with organ-
ized business interests of the sarne character.

The minýister rnight well take into con-
sideration the progress that has been made in
Prescott, Busseill, Grenvilie, Carleton, Ren-
frew, Lanairk, Pontiac, and other counties in
the Ottawa va.lIey. They have not been
assisted by the departnienit, and w'hile there
were only two seed cle-ning plants in these
counties in 1914, there are now fourteen. In
a large seed-growing province like Saskatche-
wan tihere is one plant established at Moose
Jaw, and I asic any hion. memiber interested
in agriculture to say hùw this is going to be
of any particular advîantage to the different
farmers throughout Saskatchewan. I leave
it to hion. members on the other side. I
know they -will agree with me that thie is
simpiy a hand-out from the Department of
Agricuture to a purely business and comn-
merciail interest. It is one of the examqsies of
ruthless extraviagance and political hand-outs
on the part of this governmenit. I say that
in aiýl fairness to the Minîster of Agriculture,
wvhose friendshtp I have aiways appreciated.
I have neyer belonged to a cooperative associ-
ation because they always had Borne sort of
politics rnixed up, with thiem. I arn a farmer,
and I have spent a lot .of my tirne dlown here.
I arn interested in cooperative organizations,
in cocsperative marketing and cooperative pro-
duction, and I biave m-uch in coxrnon with
every other farmer in this country, but I say
that here is a sampie of an unjustiflabie
hand-out, whether it goes to the Parmiers or

not. As 1 have pointed out we have fourteen
seed cleaning plants in the Ottawa vaiiey,
for the estaiblishment of which this govern-
ment can. tiake no credit. They are operated
on a pureiy private basis and are a benefit
to the districts ai througwh the Ottawa valley.
They have ail the equipment which the min-
ister wili provide in this $150,000 plant. They
are provided with the clipper cleaner, the
Marat grader., the Carter disc separator and
ail the equiprnent that you will flnd in any
seed cleaning plant. The products of the
registered seed growers' cooperative association
of Saskatchewan corne down through Ontario
and Quebec and every other province of this
Dominýion. I have every respect for the seed
growers of Saskatchewan and I should be glad
to sec them get every assistance possible, but
it is not fair to, the farmers of Saskatchewan
or to the 'business interests of the rest of
Canada for the ministeir to hand out 3150,000
to a purely commercial organization, and 1
ask the minister to correct me if I arn wrong
When I say that it is a purely commercial
organization. There tnay be smc five or six
hundreýd farmers in that. organization, but 1
know weli that they paid their manager 35,000
last yefar, and any organization that can pay
their bu9iness manager $5,000 a year docs not
need $150,000 frorn this governmcnt. I say in
ail f airness to my feldow farmers f rom
Saskatchewan that this is an absolutely un-
justifiable hand-out, and of no particulâr
benefit to the original producers of Saskcatche-
wan. It seems to me that the niinister could
have used týhat $150,000 to much 'better ad-
vantage if he had spent it like the Quebec
goverament is doing. It grants a subsidy of
25 per cent for the establishment of secd
cleaning plants ail through that province.
They have ala the equipment that this
$1,50,000 plant h-as, but they touch vitaliy
the farmers interested. This is a 3150,000
hand-out to the commercial intercsts of the
seed grain trade of Canada. I Iknow that the
minister and his coileagues as well as rnem-
bers of both aides of the house are aware that
the seed firms I have mentioned arc in
rébellion against this thing. It is absolutely
unifair to the seed trade of the Dominion,
and it is of very little benefit to our farmers.
I buy hundreds of bushela of grain frorn
Saskatchewan, flot for seed but for f eed. It
is ail very weli ta talk of this vote being for
the benefit of the Saskatchewan farrners, but
it is for the benefit of a commercial organi-
zation in Saskatchewan.

Mr. ROSS (Mouse Jaw): In reply to the
ataternent of the hon. member I rnay be per-
mnitted t-o give an outlinc of the Sasicatche-


