
preserve. Above ail, there is the potential for non-Arctic actors with highly focused objectives
flot only to skew the priorities of circumnpolar institutions, but to accentuate the development side
of the sustaînable development equation. Nevertheless, the Arctic is not and caniiot bc regarded
as a region apart. On the contray, it is Iinked in countless ways with its excra-regional and
global surround. And its problems will flot properly be addressed without reference to the
surrounding environment.

The privileged status of the Arctic'states and permanent participants in the Council's
structure, combined with an informai and possibly an explicit uuderstanding of basic principles
of sustainable development in the region, wiil serve to ensure the prevalence of a circumpolar
perspective that is attned to the particular ecological, cultural, and socio-economic conditions of
the Arctic. Accordixigly, for Canada to offer leadership to the Arctic Council in associating non-
Arctic actors with the institution would be flot only to generate downsfream resources for
collective action on sustainable development, but to integrate the hanýdling of Arctic issues into
the wider world which so heavily affects the physical and human processes of the region..
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