
nl. Lessons and Policy Reconimendations

The recommendations presented in this study are guided by some rather pessimistic
conclusions regarding the utility and moraiity of sanctions writ large, and of comprehensive
econoznic sanctions in particular. These conclusions merit special emphasis at the outset. First,
sanctions rarely accomplisz their stcedpurpose, but they often carry considerable cost in terms
of human sufferlng. Second, sanctions wlll remaiapopular instruments of staecraft because they
tend to be viewed as a relatively cheap and rlsk-free means of satisfying domestic demands for
action in response to perceived misbehaviour abroad. Third, targetted sanctions - despite their
problem - often represent the best mea= of satirfying rhe domesticpoliical demands of senders
while avoiding the humanitarlan costs of comprehensive sanctions.

As a member of the. Security Council, Canada should give priority to tdre tusbc:
discouraging the use of sanctions wherever more constructive and humane alternatives exist;
developing the capacity of the international community to design and adninister strong, targetted
sanctions; and ensurlng that the needs of innocent civilians ln target states are given due
consideration la the design and implemtentation of sanctions.

The 'Iext few pages outline i more detail the main trends affecting the practice of
sanctions i recent years, and the steps which should be talcen i order to encourage the more
appropriate, effective, and humnant use of sanctions.

UN Security Council bas been willing to consider a broader range of inter-
s as threats tc> international peace and secunity. At the same time, there bas
ws to commit the resources required to respond to these threats. As a resuit,
used more frequently, ofren as a relatively inexpensive means of appeasing


