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- Borden noted in his diery tnat,
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III. CANADA AND THE TURKS AND CAICOS

Relations between Canada and the Turks and Caicos
1slands are minimal but good. - Canadian investors are involved
in banking (Bank of Nova Scotia), housing, hotel and the .
property business. There are 25 Canadians resident in the
islands and approxima:ely,400 canadian tourists 'visited during
the last twelve months (compared with more than 350,000 )
canadians who visit the commonwealth cCaribbean as ‘a whole each
year). Immigratiocn from the Turks and Caicos in 1984 totalled
1 (total immigration from the caribcean in 1984 was 5604 of
whom 2478 came from Jamaica and 1331 frem Haiti) and trade is
negligible. The Turks and caicos are not eligible for
canadian bilateral Jevelopment assistance but, as &
rn for the welfare of the eocple of the
¢t level $100,000 per
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islands, MAF funding is provided (gurren
annum). - '

8) The Concept of associaticn

The gengral question of admission tO canzda of one OFf
the islands of the British West-Indies has long besen
discussed and, at times, actively proposed. sir Joseph Pope
made a study of the guestion in 1917, and reccmmended
mannexation” of the entire vest fnéies. In 1918, sir Robert
in a conversation with Mr.

tne iatter had "suggested that we should take
indies, ana I acquiasced®.
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There iS no recora to indicate that subsequently éany
canadian Government ceriously contemplated such a union, but
individuals in canada and the West Tndies continued to argue
in favour of it. In 1562, Mr. Diefenbaker received a letter
from Mr. E.O. Leslanc, rnen Chief ninister of pominica, in
wnich he was askad for his views cornicerning the possipility oL
Dominica becoming 2 provinca of Canada. ML. pDiefenbaker
rejectea the concepct of Ccanzcda embracing tpe West Indian
jeland and, in 1668, KL. setlanc wzs guoted 2 having said, "Z
wrore to Mr. Diefenbakcer wlhen he was Prime Minister asking i£f
canada would accept us & province. Nothing ever cane Of it."
Mr. Leblanc did ndt formally seck association with Canada, buct
sought rather to ascertain what Canada's aztitude was likely

&

to be in the event of such reguest.
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