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IlI . CANADA AND THE TURKS AND CAICOS

A-)- Currenç _Relation s

Relations between Canada and the Turks and Caicos

Islands are minimal but good
.- Canadian investors are involved

in banking (Bank of Nova Scotia), housing, hotel and the

property business
. There are 25 Canadians resident in the

islands and approximately .400 Canadian tourists :visited during

the last twelve months (compared with more than 350,000

Canadians Who fromctheoTurkstandaCaicosninS1964htotalled
year) . immigratio n
1(total immigration frorp the carib>✓ean in 1984 was 5604 of

whom 2478 came from Jamaica and 1391 from Haiti) and trade is

negligible
. The Turks and Caicos are not eligible for

Canadian bilateral development assistance but, as a
demonstration of concern for the we?fa-*e of the people of the
islands, MAF funding is provided (cürrent level

.~100,000 per

annum) . .

B) The Concept of Associ.ati-cn

The general question of admission to Canada of one o.r

more of the islands of the Briti~rLpL~~posed~1Sir has long beenmJoseph Pope
discussed and, at times, zctivel

'made a study of the cuestion in 1917,
. and reco~,menàe

d i9,3, Sir ~ober ..
"annexation" of the enLire Er,est' Ir•~C' es- In i

Borâen noted in^h:s diary tnz, zna ednthataWeoshould take
Lloyd George, t :~e iatte r_ had "sugg

a-s t

over the West ind_es, and : acquiesced" .

The-re is no record to indicate that subsequently any
Canadian Government serioc-sly contempcasd such
individuals in Canada and the West ' '

in favour of it . In 196 21 , t•;r .. D=efenbaker received a letter

from Mr . E .O . Leolznc, then Chief t:_r.ister of Dorr.i,nica, in

wnicn he was asked for his views concErning the possiDilit}•' of

Dominica becoming a province of Canada . 1rr . Diefenbaker

rejecteâ the concept of Canada ~mbrncinpa~tEhavinglsnid ,a
island and, in 196û, r:r .. Le :.l ..n .. was quoted ~ if

wrote to Diefenb2kcr when lie ~.~~-°. Prime t•,jr•isteï a`K' n9 i s

Canada would •accept us a pro ; incc:• Nothir.g ever came of it ."

Mr
. Léblaric did not formall_ seek associacion with Canada, Dur

sought rather tO ascCrtain v-at Canada's attitude was likely

to be in the event o= such a ~o.quest .


