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Canadians from our choice of transportation system,
we must be prepared to consider concepts as bold in
appearance today as the CPR appeared to Canadians
a century~ ago.

Canada is as deep froin nprth to soxuth as it is
wide fronveast to west. This fact alone is descriptive
of the immensity of the challenge, and explains. in
part the absence to date of any but the most rudi-
mentary of transportation links. When bitterness of
climate and the formidable nature of the terrain are
a4ded to that factor of distance, the explanation
becomes even more acceptable. Yet it is unthinkable
that Canada can continue to regard the Arctic as an

exçiingbutisolated appendage. Ail our efforts to
protc the envijronment and assist the welfare of the
native peoples will be liiuited unless we are in a
position to ansure the rtioppl impc of nothern
development. A transportation systein is tekey.
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