
It 

TRACING ORIGINS OF NARCOTICS:  Scientists in 
the Department of National Health and Wel-
fare's Food and Drugs Laboratory at Ottawa 
have a.v..1lied known methods of examination in a 
Manner that provided practical identification 
of the source of samples of opium, it was 
revealed on May 4, by the Fion. Paul Martin, 
Minister of National Health and Welfare. 

Mr. Martin said that Canadian researchers 
have been part of a United Nations team work-
ing on the problem of tracing the origin of 
opium in collaboration with scientists from 
Israel,  France, Sweden, Norway, the United 
States, the United  Kingdom India, China, the 
Netherlands and many other countries. The 
procedures, make it possible, he said, to de-
termine beyond a reasonable doubt the country 
from which the opium comes. The procedures, 

Mr. Martin said, should be a valuable aid in 
the  narco  tics  contiol *Prograni Of the thited 
Nations ,organization. 

The Canadian research on the project was 
carried out -under the direction of Dr. C.A. 
Morrell, Director of the Department's Food and 
Drug Divisions, and Pugsley, Assist-
ant Lirector of Scientific Services. 

The Ottawa researchers have concentrated on 
studies of opium ash, which depends on such 
factors as the soil, the climate and the en-
vironment•of- the area Which produced the 
plant. • These stu:dies; combined with the de-
termination of the alkaloids in the opium, 
give Sécurate indications• as to where the 
material was grown and processed. 

Tested on opium• samples provided by the 
United Nations, the Canadian 'detection system 
scored a 100 per 'cent record of accuracy, and 
Canadian scientists believe that the method 
will stand up under the test of time. 

Mr. 'Martin•pointed out that the results 
achieved in the Canadian 1 aboratnry were 
greatly' assisted by the volume of research in 
other lands on the same pabj ect. 'Our idea was 
not an entirely new one", Mr. • Martin said, 
"Our scientists just worked on a slightly 
different slant of the problem". Study of the 
origin of raw opiùm has been under way under 
the genera l .  direction of. the United Nations 
for the past five years. Almost 30 scientists . 
in many lands have participated in the study. 

* * * * 
- 

CANADA-V. S.' . TRAFFIC UP:  Volume of highway 
traffic between Canada and the United States 
was 2% sreater in February than in the cor-
responding month last year. Aggregate border 
crossings numbered 675,800  vehicles compared 
with  662 200-  The increase in the number of 
foreign 'vehicles was between 1. ail& 270, and the 
increase in Canadian vehicles returning was 
nearly 316. 

* * * * 

Provincial Governments spent $39 2,587,000 
on health and social welfare in 1952, almost 
$10,000,000 more than in 1951. 

(C,W,B. .  May  7, 1954) 

WOKEN IN INDUSTRY:  The increasing  part  being 
taken by worn en in Can ada s industri al  expan-
sion  is reflected in a series of articles 
under the general_ heading "%manpower" which 
begins in the April issue of the Labour Ga-
zette, it was announced to .day by the Hon. 
Milton F.  Cregg, Minister of Labour. The 
series of articles is being compiled to pro-
vide a reliable Ilan** dhook of information on 
Canada -  s %urn er-ower. 

The opening article points out that until 
189 1 there  were  not enough women in Canada 
employed outside their homes to 'warrant *in-. 
clusion .in the census . records.  : By  May 1953.  
however, there were *1,  170,000  women  in the
Canadian labour force. • This situation was un... 
doubtedly h.astened by tv.o gIb bal  wars followed 
by postwar conditions with their consequent 
upsurge of production of civilian goods and 
sharply rising living 'coats.' • 

Prior  to  the 1939°45 wa.r, the nuMbèr of 
married viomen working outside their homes in 
peacetime  was  negligible. Today, however, 
.faced*with high living costs and with the 
leisure and urge to continue in work for which 
they may have been trained; married women 
represent more than 25  per  cent Of all women 
in Canada employed in non-agricultural wodc. 

. * * * * 

DEFENCE  ORDERSr  A  list  of  defence ccin tracts 
fo r  $10,000  or more awarded to Canadian firms 
by the Department of*Defence Production 'and 
Defence 'Construction (1951) Limited for the 
last half of March *as released here today. • 

Cohtracts for petrOleum produtts•on• a 
fiscal Year basis made up a large part of the 
total. Altogether; 73 con tracts  with a total 
value Of $22. 944.488 were issued for gasoline, 
fuel  oils  and lùbricants. An order for 1- 34 
aircraft valued at $1;441,176 was awarded to 
Canadian Car and Foundry Co. Ltd.., while 
Rubenstein Bros Ltd., received a clothing 
contraCt WOrth f:;1;0 21,724. Other 'awards, to-
talling $3,412.160, went to .Chrysler and Gen-
eral Motors and covered truck and spare parts 
requirements 

The list, including contracts valued at 
$482, 523 . placed by Defence Construction ( 1951) 
Limited, totalled $40,7 17.10 5. Contracts 
classified for security reasons and anendments 
to contracts were not included in the list. 

• * * * * 
• 

STEEL INGOTS OUTPUT:  Canadian steel mills 
produceci  25S,  755  tons of steel ingots in Feb-
ruary, 18% less than last year's corresponding 
tonnage  of  3.741.  Since yanuarys output was 
down 14% to 29Oi 4 g7 tons from . 339,215 a year 
earlier, the combined production for .the Janu 7  
ary-February period declined to .549,252 tons 
from 6 55,9 56. • The daily average output for 
February fell to 9 242 tons from 11, 312, and 
the  2-month average was down to 9, 30 9 tons 
from 11, 118. ' • 
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