
inevitable slide down the inciîned plane leading to annexation to or conquest by the United

States; '

b.) inaintained that the inew constitution would provide better public administration;"1' 2

c.) congrattu1ated their fellow citizens on having the rare opportunity to choose their destiny

freely; 1 3

d.) answered argumnents from their opponents to the effect that enhanced military readiness

wpou1d provoke attacks fr9m potential enemies;'"

e.) endured severe ataks from their opponents on alleged procedural irregularities and

outright 4k gaities in their innovations;' 5

f.) and weighed the merits of invoking divine intervention on behalf of their efforts."'

4ithoug the topics from which tç> choose are many and varied, I have selected two.

that seem particularly wyp11 siited t4o our present inquiry. The first revisits the troubling

issue of recourse to thep people to approve consttuioa changes and the second examines

the. construtctive use of ambition by statesmen.
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