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the request, which should define the operation contempiated, the work that iS
necessary, the expected cost thereof, the degree of urgency and the reasons why the
resources of the State requesting assistance do flot allow it to meet ail the expenses.
Such requests must be supported by experts' reports whenever possible.

2. Requests based upon disasters or naturai calamities should, by reasons of the
urgent work which they may involve, be given immediate, priority consideration by
the Committee, which should have a reserve fund at its disposai against sucb
contingencies.

3. Before coming to a decision, the Committee shahl carry out such studies and
consultations as it deems necessary.

ARTICLE 22

Assistance granted by the World Heritage Committee may take the followiiig
forma:

(a) studies concerning the artistic, scientific and technical problemns raised by
the protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural
and natural heritage, as defined in paragraphs 2 and 4 of Article il of this
Convention;

(b) provision of experts, technicians and skilled labour to ensure that the
approved work is correctly carried out;

(c) training of staff and specialists at ail levels in the field of identificationi,
protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the cultural anid
natural heritage;

(d) supply of equipment wbich the State concerned does not possess or is not ini
a position to acquire;

(e) low-interest or interest-free boans which might be repayable on a long-tern0
basis;

(f) the granting, in exceptional cases and for special reasons, of non-repayabC
subsidies.

ARTICLE 23

The World Heritage Committee may also provide international assistance tW
national or regional centres for the training of staff and specialists at ail levels in the
field of identification, protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the
cultural and natural heritage.

ARTICLE 24

International assistance on a large scale shall be preceded by detailed scientiflc,
economic and technical studies. These studies shail draw upon the most advanced
techniques for the protection, conservation, presentation and rehabilitation of the
natural and cultural heritage and shahl be consistent with the objective of tis


