
Prolific ini different media,
Pollock defines herseif an a
dramatist rather than play-
wright, an this description
more aptly describes her multi-
faceted input into Canadian
theatre as an actress, director,
playwright, draina teacher and
theatre administrator.

Sharon Pollock wan bora in
the Maritimes of eastern
Canada and wan raised in
Quebec's Eastern Townships,
but her professional career
began i western Canada's
Alberta where she still resides.
She shows a particular affiÎty
for and understanding of west-

ern Canada i ber work -
especially i such plays an
Generations (1981) and
Whiskey Six Cadenza (1987),
which explores the themne of
Prairie community.

Whirle she is best known for
historical plays, she han also
written comedies such an And
Out Goes You? (1975), and
more personal and reflective
plays such as Doc (1984), a
psychological investigation of
a ravaged New Brunswick
farnily.

Pollock's early historical
plays, such as Walsh (1974),
the Komagatu Maru Incident
(1978) and One Tiger to a
i-ll (1981) - which have

been produced in theatres
across Canada - have earned
her a reputation as a "play-
wright of conscience." These
plays also reveal a dark side to
Canadian history most con-
ventional playwrights have
chosen to ignore.

More recent works -

Generations (1 98 1), Blood
Relations (1984) and Doc
(1984) - show less concern
for social issues and more for
domnestic conflict. Doc is

loosely based on Pollock's
own faxnily background, and
like ail ber plays, it is brutally
honest and painfulfly telling.
Pollock's work han been an
outspoken cali for a truly
Canadian theatre that does flot
shy away fromn controversial
subject matter in its search for
relevance.

In 1988, Sharon Pollock was
awarded the Canada-Australia
Literary Prize. She is current-
ly working on two new plays
and is also contributing to the
CBC radio drama series
"Sunday Matinée." *


