
Canadian Approach ta Human Rîghts

C anada has a weli-earned
reputation for respecting the
riglits of its citizens, and of
those who corne to its shores
for refuge. A deep and fun-
damental respect for human
rights and freedoms is part of
the very fabric of Canadian
life. Yet, surprisingly, formai
Iaws to protect these basic
rights are only a recent
development.
This fact reflects flot a Iack of
concern about human rights,
but the special position these
rights have enjoyed in the
nation's history. Unlike many
countries, Canada has neyer
faced the need for a violent
revolution, nor unciergone the
struggle to assert individual
rights against an oppressive
regime. From the beginning,
a belief in hurnan dignity and
integrity was quietly assumed
- and this assumrption has
made Canada one of the most
privileged countries in the
world.
This belief has also created
a distlnctively Canadian
approach to humnan rights.
Over the past 40 years,
Canada not only has adopted
human rights legisiation but
has aiso enacted the Cana-

of living - that is firmiy
entrenched as part of the
Canadian character.
Canada was originally
înhabited by aboriginal peo-
pies of many different Ian-
guages and cultures. Affer
the first Europeans started
their settlements, the country
quickly grew with the arrivai
of people from around the
world, bringing their own
social customs and religious
beliefs.
Resoect for the rîaht of

iicai n
inevité
this g(
of soir

nisiory.

Canad


