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INEWS AND VIEWS 0F THE 'MONTH 1

The $50,000.000 loan to China by a group of
American financ'ers, negotiations for which
have been going on for soine time, was signed
in Pekin on April 15.

As a resuit of a paralytie stroke susqtained
three weeks before, Sir Henri lizear
Taschereau, KJ3.., P.C., TlL.D., Seigneur of St.
Marie de la Beaucýe, formner chief justice of the
Dominion and miember of the judceial corn
mittee of the privy cotincil of Great Britain,
died in Ottawa on Good Friday.

Judge Niles in the Federal Distrcit Court
in Aberdeen, Miss,. bas sentenced J. HT. Mil-
lér. a member of the firmn of Steele, Miller &.
Co., who xvas; fotind g-ulty of fraudulently
using the mails, to seven ycars in prison and
to pay a fine of $11,000, L. C. Steele and C.
H. G. Vnde, who accepted a verdict of guilty
on the samne charge, were sentenced to two
years' imprisonmnent and a fine of $10,000
ench. The men were inembers of the cotton
flrm Of Steele, M1iller. & Co. of Corinth, Miss.,
which failed several months ago. It was
charged at the timnie of the failure that f raud-
nient bis of lading, amouinting to -$7,000,000.
had been issued by the firmi. Indictmnents
were found against -Miller, Steele, and Linde,
chargýng that fraudulent bis Of lad1ing were
sent throughi the United States mail.

According to a Washington correspondent
progress is b&ng made on the niegotiation of
the arbitration treaty between Great Britain
and the United States, and the administral-
tion is confident that the document will be
completed in ample t'me for submission te the,
preserit session of the United State s Senate
for ratification. No obstacles, it is said, have
heen encountered or are in sighit whichl woulil
impede the successful passage of the treatty.
The Anglo-Japanese treaty, it is statedl, offers
no stumbling block to the arbitration treaty.

The coroner's jury in New York that ba
been investigating the tire lu the Asehe Bu 1ild-
ing, where one hundred and fifty shlirt-wvaist
workers, chiefly young, women, lost their Fýves,
have returned a verdict holding the proprie-
tors of the factory, Isaac. Harris and Max
]ilank, responsible for the death of Mary Hler-
man, a young operator.

Captain Farron, of the French army avia-
tion corps, feil 250 feet withi an aeroplane and
was erushed to death. miidway on a trip from
Orleans to Versailles. Carrying fifteen pas-
sengers 180 m'les, the 'Deutschland Il.' Count
Zeppelin's latest dirigible, completed a sue-

The SS. Trinzess Irene,' o! the North Germant
Lloyd unre, on her way fromn Genoa to Ngew
York, with 1,700 passengers, during a dense
fog, ran into the Fire Island saud pit, 40
miles east of New York, where she remained
for over eighty hours, lier passengers mean-
while being removed by a sister ship and oth-
er vessels.

Sheldon, the get-rich-quick swindler *ho vie-
timized many s imple people in Montreal and
other parts of Canada, has been brought back
to Montreal fromn Pittsburg, Pa., where he was
arrested whiile plying hois old vocation, and
will now stand trial with prospects of spend-
ing somes years in then penitentiary.

Sharp earthquake shocks were feit in Rome
on April 10 at 10.45 a. m. and 12 noon, causing
rmuch terror among the people. In the coun-
try around Ronme the shocks were much more
severe.

Tom. L. Johnson, the elébrated mayor ot
Cleveland, Ohio, who was both a strong ad-
voclate of 3-cent street railway fares and
HTenry George's sinle tax theories, died on
April .10, after a, long illness in his fi! ty-
seventh year.

Gen. Biooth of the Salvation Army, celebrat-
ed bois eighty-second birthday on A pril ID) by
addressing a great gathering o! his folbowers
in London.

The steamer 'Iroquois,' w.hich plies between
Sydney, B.C., and the Gui! Islands. foundered
on April 10 owing to the s'hiftng o! lier
cargo while battling with a stormn at the en-

.trance to Chance Channel. Twenty persons are
snpposed to have perishied, comnprWsng mcm-
bers of the crew and passengers.

It is feared in Norway that there will be a
general strike of workmen in the country in
consequence of the lockout in the iron indus-
try. Fourteen thousand men are now out.
The questions involved in the dispute are mini-

mIum wages and minimum hours constituting
a week's work, and payment for overtime.
The Social-Democratie party is encouraging all
workingmen to strike. The strugle is gen-
erally deplored, as it comes at a týme when
the country is enjoying great prosperity.

A commission with a unique contract sailed
from New York for Euirope on A\pril 8. Tt is
engagedi to reorganize the finances o! the Per-
sian government, and will go direct to Tbe-
ran. The task probably will not be completed
in less than three- years, and iay take five.
The finances of Persia haid been in a chaotic
state a long time before Amenican expertb
were asked to straighiten thein out.

The text of the Anglo-Japanese treaty was
published in London last week. Considering
that England is a nation without a tariff, and
therefore bas notbing to bargain, the conces-
sions made by Japan to the Britisli commer-
cial and industrial interests are considerable.
Japan bas granted reductions varying from 12
to 30 percent. upon a large number o! British
imports. Neverthelcss the duties remain much
higher than in the old tariff, Great J3ritain
bas brokpn down the obstacles to the lease
o! Japanese land by Enitons, the treaty pro-
viding that the subjects of each Power are
free to lease land in either country. Th(éo
treaty is to be operative for twelve years
fromn July 17 next, but provision is made that
shouid either Power so desire it may abrogate
this lease provision of the instrument on due
notice.

Seniator Louis J. Forget, the noted financier
and capitalist of Montreal, died in Nice,
France, on April 7, wbere hc biad gone with
the expectlation of recuiperating alter a par-
alytie attack suffered somne mionths previrously.

The town of Heywood, one of the centres of
the Mormon propaganda in England, bas de-
tesomined to put a stop to it and on Sun-
day gave the missiona.riss notice to quit,
the rector of Heywood, withi a large crowd of
f ollowers personally visiting the Mormon
meeting-bouse for the purpose.

While five hiundred men, women, and child-
ren were gatbered for a festival in a thatched
building in Bombay, it took: fine, causing an
awful panoic, duning whichl two hundred lives
were lost.

Roused by the bringing in o! imported work-
men, twelve hundred striking eivic laborpes
defied law and order s.t Prince Rupert, the
Pacifie terminus of the Grand Trunk Railway,
last week, f ougbt the police and the imponted
men with revolvers, rifles and stones, Several
persons were injnred, one, Policeman Phillips,
repeiving a bullet in the abdomen. Fifty an-
rests were made before quiet was restored.
The strike was the result of a dispute over
wages.

King George bas revived Queen Victoria's
regitiation exciuding froin court pensons wbo
have been divonced. The Victorian ruie was
somewhnat relaxed during the neigu o! King
Edipurd VIT.


