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and defended to-day than ever before. Never was the question
of the correct relation of the land of a country to its people so

pressing as now.  The amount of control which the state should |

exereise over its highways, including railways, and over the trans-
wission of communications by wire as well as post, is entirely a
modern and almost a recent problem. The whole question of
municipal government is evidently in a transition state, and our
representative system is properly described as on itg trial. The
laws which regulate the production and distribution of wealth arve
still matter for earnest discussion.  Kach new invention brings
in a new set of conditions, and reopens the whole question to which
it belongs.  In short, the science of government is really as wide
as the sphere of modern civilization, and includes many social and
moral questions which are not usually regarded us having anything
to do with politics—crime, pauperism, the puritication of litera-
ture, the censorship of the press, the control of immigration, and
the recoguition of religion by the state, are all unsettled matters
with which the politician, using the word in its true sense, must
be prepared to deal.

Surely, in view of all this, no department of human know-
ledge can be of greater intrinsic importance than the science of
polities, and yet, strange to say, for a third of a century—with
the exception of a limited number of lectures on constitutional
history—the whole of this immense field has been cowpletely
ignored in the teaching arrangements of University College, while
very little attention has been paid to it in the University of Toronto.
Why this state of things has been allowed to coutinue so long;
whether it is possible and desirable to take a new departure, and
how that may be most sutisfactorily accomplished, are questions
too important to be discussed within the scope of the present
article ; but we shall return to the subject in a future number.

.

A DAY IN THE LIBRARY.

The Owen’s College, Manchester, the sole college at present
imcluded in the new Victoria University, is an institution about as
old as our own University ; it is undoubtedly wealthier ; its endow-
ment is ample, and private bequests are not unknown ; it has a more
complete stafl’ of professors and lecturers ; its curriculum is wider,
Lut its library is no larger than our cwn. Tweunty-tive thousand
volumes, or thereabouts, is the number in each; a good number, of
which the English college is proud, and the Canadian college, we
hope, equally proud, and with more reason, since a Canadian college
has more difficulties to contend with in fitting out a library than an
English one. Whether the contents of our twenty-five thousand
volumes are as much to be proud of as the contents of the Owen’s
College twenty-five thousand we cannot say ; but we propose to
mention some of the noteworthy points in our library, and leave it
to our readers to consider. One point s its omnivorous character ;
no subject is unvepresented. Whether this is a merit or a fault is
@ doabtful question; we ourselves incline to the tormer view, for
when there 1s an unlimited prospect of growth in the future, it is
well to have a variety of nuclei around which this growth may take
place ; and if there is no place at the outset for any one depart-
ment, the chances are aganst a place being ever found for it.
Another point that ours has, in common with all educational
libraries, is the prominence given to educational departents:
Classics and classical antiquities occupy a large space ; mathematics
and metaphysics are well represented ; history, chemistry, biology,
aud medicine are well represented ; and novels are under a perma-
nent interdict ; no, we forgot, the lover of light literaturc may feast
his soul on “Sir Charles Grandison,’ ¢ Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded,’
and other long-winded romances that used to thrill our simple
tovefathers.  The many volumes of the Rolls Chronicles and the
Calendars of State Papers furnish valuable material for British his-
tory ; the collections of the Massachusetts and New York Historical
Societies do the same tfor early American history ; and a number
of precious pamphlets vu Canada, recently added to the library,
await the future historian of Canada, whenever he may think fig
to put in an appearance. The Owls, we see, are contemplating a
survey of Canadian history, so perhaps they may be glad to refer
to original sources. Another valuable historical series Is a col-
lection of Byzantine historians, the originals of Gibbon. We do
not wish, however, to urge any undergraduate to emulate Gibbon ;
to read him is sufficient for the present. The theological depart-

ment boasts an aray of the Fathers that Trinity College 1t‘se_lf
would find it hard to beat-—-St. Augustine, in twelve thick thff
volumes, St. Chirysostony, in thirteen—in short, the ponderons Wo¥ S
of most of those medizeval gentlemen called saluts in ﬁlns'nme:
teenth century, as it were by courtesy, A Canadian J\Iltll_l‘}fiate:
will find the Bible translated into somcthing like fifty ‘dlﬂeren)
languages, that will give him opportunity for practice for SO‘)“_‘j
time.  If any Japanese scholar is to be found amonyg the 1"61’14;1:
of this paper, the librarian will no doubt e obliged to him }0\
information about o certain book on education, in order t]mt' tl]z
word ¢ top” may be insciibed in ordinary Enelish characters Mflt'ie
head of the title page, as a guide to all futurve librarjans. W 1‘11(’
we are on the subject of the curiositics, we must mention -Pw:
original cdition of Johnsow’s Dictionary, with its jel\\’.'bl'e"ﬂl‘lfsz
definition of “ network,” much too long for incorporation mto t_ltls_
colunms; the mysterious description of cabbage as a ‘gluuc/iﬂe‘
colored plaut,” and all the other time-honored side-splitters perp s
trated by the great lexicographer; a book of illustrations to OV
‘Metamorphoses’” may give the classieal student some new 1‘}?}“ o
that non-Darwinian theory of the Origin of Species ; an edmolgesb
Dante, dated 1491, exhibited on Conversazione nights as the 0 the
book in the library, will be found very trying to the eyes, a1 16
woodeuts with which it is illustrated are, undoubtedly, ““qu'
productions of the original wood-cutter. A remarkable 10&@“1“6695
the library, noticed by most visitors, is the varicty and tasteft lu.l

of the bindings ; this is an advantage of having the i,mol;s_b‘?‘lisl
notall at one place; England, ¥rance and Germany all illi)li[)a-
their characteristic styles of binding, and the result is a COME

tion pleasing to the eye by its variety, and not uuwol‘lu’y 0 oul
exquisite setting of the library itselt. A lamentable defect ll(lrl'eab
Jibrary is the emptiness of those niches destined to hold %hc el
sous of the University, a defect doubtless soon to be rectificd ¥ 5
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the present generation of undergraduates have nmwleulesti L
budding genius.  Poor old William of Wykeham stands alone>’
o5 (_;we

the object of admiring wonder to visitors by the (,lescrll)“oun‘;l,‘ng
' o anld

of him as the first Bishop of Toronto, who attained tl e
honors of gold medallist in classics, mathematics, modern labla ® 0

. . ! . 15 14°
and metaphysies, and Prinee’s prizeman, and who found ](ll s his
. . . . 12
resting-place in the quad, where the big chimney was erecte

memorial.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

: N e the  VARSITY
[N canvassing the students for subscriptions for the' Y- ion
though the result on the whole is quite gratifying, the Ol ! fach
is frequently met that it is too dear. Lo such, and to 8l 10( (at
it is right to explain that this is a watter which l'e,celvo the
their first mecting this year) the carnest considemtlonthat it
directorate, and the result was conclusively Yeﬂc_he. p icé
would be impossible to float it at a smaller sul)scl“lpt1011 art
without encroaching on capital. Now, this any pb‘l'f"on lthough
sure would not wish, nor would it be reasonable; for 2 p&ff‘
we have had some generous indications of a desire o terprisé
of those not stockholders to assist us in the laudable €17 4o of
of building up a first-class paper—one of which the stlihat ghe
Toronto may fecl proud—yet there can be no, dou Now, to
burden of this work wust fall on the stockholders. sub-
expect them to do the burden of the work, pay their (TV with #
seriptions (which they all do), and then find themselves year 18
deficit—a surplus they don’t look for—at the end _Ot the Jee. It
something which the most indifferent would not like ti)ﬁowv, tho
is also proper to say that the 'VARSITY is, so far as We (.]er, the
cheapest College paper in America. To mention no v Cobw’®’
Acta Victoriana, the journal of Vietoria '[Iﬂi"U)'SIt}"’n
which, though undoubtedly a niost ereditable pl'Oduct}? . eekIY’
amonthly, costs a dollar a year ; whercas the 'V ARSITY, & e 870
1s only fifty cents more. With these cxplanations 2 rnal,
sure, will he prepared to admit that, for a college Jjou holz
price of the "VARSITY is exceedingly low. But ll‘ail}j’}) per?
willing to make this admission, say, * We don’t doubt b7 that 2
cheap, but it is too dear for us to afford.” Nor do we dou ents ”'ri
some instances this is true. Many of our beb"t stu 0 trus1
cramped for means.  But whilst we recognize this, wef,hat ip &
that the sympathies at least of all are with us, and ®
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