
A METHOD IN

Yolande Gendron, Alice Lagimodiere,
Planie Sarvie, Marguerite Dufresue and
M. A. Dcsvrcy.

In thc afternoon most ail the mcm-
bers of the club took part in thc dif-
ferent races, plays and patriotie drill
that had been prepared.

A sum of $100 was voted by the
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eouneil of- the Municipality of Tache as
rewards for te members of the club.

By four o 'dock ail dispcrsed, the
parents delightcd over thc success of
their children, and the pupils greatly
encouragcd by the prizes won, and ail
resolvcd to do better stili another ycar.

Yolande Gendron

Special Articles

A METIIOD IN ABITHMVEric
A request has been made by young

teachers, who have had no training, for
something to help them in thcir work.
What thcy ask is suggestions as to
lnethod of presenting the ordinary
studies of the sehool programme. The
Normal Sehool is issuing bulletins to
ineet this need, and thrcc of thcse may
be had on application. They cover
R~eading of the first year, Spelling and
Music. Other bulletins will appear in
due course.

Tphe fol] owing suggestions on the
teaching of primary anîthmetic wvill
have little value for such teachers as
have had regular Normal Sehool train-
ilug. These had better keep to the sys-
tei thcy have lcarned, since it is im-
Possible to combine two systcms satis-
faetoniiy.

It wiIl be recognized that there are
several modes of introducing number,
111 perhaps êqually worthy of commen-
dation. It is quite likely that arith-
'l1eticians, fike musicians, are s0 consti-
t'uted that each is sure his method is the
'111Y riglit one even to the minutest de-
tclil. No sueh dlaim is made for the
course here outlincd, but yet it may be
of value for tliose who know nothing
better.

When to Begin
111 early life chuldrcn have experi-

el"es in counting objects, dividing
then, into equal groups, or into thrces
Qud fours. As thqy chang- e moncy they
bei, lue acquainted with7 certain num-
bel relations, particulaniy such facts as

ru5zz10; 25+25--50; 4X<25=100;

2X10=20, and so on. They also learti
most of such combinations as the
doubles of numbers up-to 10±10O:--20,
and even a few higher conmbinations
such as 12+12-::24. Add to this, thev
lcaru that a pie-two haif-pies, an(l
that an appie divides into four quar-
ters. From personal experience at mca!
times, and from obscrvation of their
sutrroun-dings-. thcy pick up and rcmeni-
ber some Iacts sueh as 3+1=4;
3-1=2, and so on. In some cases, also,
they are fortunate cnough-to icarn the
value of anithmctical tcrms such as
and, times, less than, more than, and
perhaps get a rough idea of relationship
between standards of measurement,
such as 7 days miake a wveek, 24 hours
make a day, 60 lbs. of xvheat make a
l)ushel, 4 quarts make a gallon and so
on. Chi]drcn cntering sehool vary veryý
greatly as to the knowlcdge they have.
It is found titat those who have prae-
tically no knowledge of the kind refer-
red to. can do little in formai number
study. Because of this, a teacher mnay
find it nccssary to devise games and
plays to supply young pupils with cx-
periences that wili be of value to theni
as a foundation for the study of nurni
ber.

Until children are seven years of age
their study of number should be purciy
informai, derived from dai]y expert-
ence. Aftcr that time they may begiii
to systematize their knowledge. Ex-
pcrience has sbown that pupils gain
time by attempting the work of grades
I and 1.1 iii thc second year. Six-year-
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