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THE WEEK.

Union Medicale gives a short account
of the Pleurotus luz, a fungus that takes
its specifi ane fromn its property of glow-
lng in the dark, even for twenty-four hours
after lt bas been plucked. It bas lately been
carried to Europe from, Tahiti, where the
women use it as an adornment ln bouquets
of f iowers.

In April next a canal acçoss'the Isth-
mur, o! Corintb wlll be open to navigation
and It will have cost .$20,000,000. It has
been built wlth French capital and under
French direction, the original concession
having been granted some tw.elve years
ago to Mr. de Lesseps. The announcement
pos»esses a peculiar interest, just at
t.hls time by reason of!ite eoutrast wlth
Pananma, affaire. Boston Herald.

The African output of gold bas grown
rapidly of late. lu 1891 it wa.s a third
as large as tttîat of Australia, and Mr.
Haminlton Smith, an American mlningl
expert expresesf the opinion that the Wit-
water grand gold filelds have quartz veins
whIch ought to produce $1,075,000,000,
with another $5d'0,000,000 ln adjacent reg-
Ions. In other words, this f ield Is expected
to, yield about as mucb gold as California
did from 1850 to 1880. Philadeiphia Press.

A Louisiana mian says that the rice
crop of that State this year wlll be fully
one. haif o! the entire crop of tht United
States. "«The raislag o! rice, "he says,"1has
worked wonders for tht Interese of our
State. It bas practically opened up anew
lndustry ln the agricuitural line, and farm-
ers who, thought their lands valueitess
w.hen the cotton gave out now find them-
selves la a position that wlll soon place
them In one year where cotton could not
put them in f ive. It is really the most luc-
rative of ail the new Industries lu the
South.-Ne-w York Tribune.

Tht world's submarilne cables now meas-
ure about, 148,011 nautical miles, ln 1,168
sections. Differtnt governments control 83
sections, or 18,388 miles, France
claimlag 3,269 miles; Great Britain, 1,599
Germauy, 1,579, and Italy, 1, 027 milee.
Tht remaining 385 cables, aggregatlng
129,628 miles, are owned by private com-
panies. This le4negh of cable bas been near-
ly ail made on tht banks of tht Thames
but Italy now bas a cable factory, and
France will soon have two. To lay and re-
pair tht cabits requires tht constant ser-
vice o! a specially equipped fleet o! thlrty-
seven veesele o! 56,955 tous..-The Great
Divide (Denver)

I t seeme that Governor Flower is very
much tin earnest ln fils advocacy of tht
equipment of tht Erie Canal with the trol-
ley systeni. Tht Governor estimates the
cost at $1,000,000, of whlch $700,000
would be required for fourteen power bou-
sesl along the ulne of tht canal, and the
other $300,000 four lune equlpment. It ls
thought that tht cost of tht necessary
outfit for tacli boat would flot exceed,$200.
The Governor believes that the State could
furnish rpower to the boatimau at about
sixty cents per day. This amount is ouly
a email fraction of wbat it now costs to
feed nnd en re for hors- s and mul'a. Tht cen-
stant repaire neeesary in tht tow-path
would be dont away with and many other
incidental expenses would be curtaiied.-
Electrical Review.

The rAport of the British America Asur-
ance Conipany, presented at its recent annual
meeting, showed, an inmeaee in premnium
receipta over the preceding year. Though the
profit of tht year was not very large, there
was an increase in net surplus over ail liabili-
titi, which, je under tht circumstances note-
worthy. It àa grat.ifying to know that this old
and very respectable company in to continue
its financial career unchanged in name and
uiuabiorbed in any other similar institution.
0f its future, the personnel of its new Poard
is an ample guarate. Tht new Governor,
Mn. George Cox, and bis associstes, Messrs.
A. M. Smith, John Hoskin, Rtobert Jaffray,
S. F. MeKinnon, Thomas Long and Mr.
Kenny, ail stand in tht forefront of Toronto's
enter p ise and wealth. A stronger or abler
Board could hardly bc selected in the coin-
munity. We may expect great things fromn
the British America hereafte.r.
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Senator John Senn s :'Jhave t0
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