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P'"y ornefi bis way. Hie may own to some fear of the
POlitical influences that are somewhat illegitimately wielded
by companies which we as a people have chartered, comn-
Panies 'whose desire it is to make money out of our
Canadian travel and freightage, and whose directors know,
a' "en Of business, that service up ta the requirements of
the day must be affordcd an their linos. If ai our people
bad as few ,eenary motives in this connection as aur
ditnguished leader, the difficulty would alrcady be in a
fair way of solution. As the railway compaflies have
liothiog9 to gain by disorganization and calamity, na por-
t'ou Of the press sbauîd cansider îtsolf bribed by adver-
tieinents and printing orders ta betray the country in a
?osPracy of silence.c The conductors of those able and
lafluential jaurnals know tbat their first duty is ta the
People, and those journals that in firm sincerity keep
theueves up ta their wark, and each day's requirenients
In relation to it, wiil be the ones ta secure the public
favlour. In the writer's yaungcr days the London Tiînes
ditinguished it self greatly in such work, and may da sa
agai., in the expansion af British intercsts. An action is
"""' Pending for $10,000 in Mantreal by a widaw, for ber

Jubn un dawn and killed by an unguarded train.
e 9aawartb ail tbat maney to ber. O>ur peoaple may, as

a rule, bave tbeir minds immersed in business, but their
hearts are right wbon yau can reach them. Tihis is only
lquite a subordinate sense a maney question. It is'a

qt'et'o Ofthelife af farnilies, and tbey wjîî determine
bat hes thngshall be attended ta by thase who bave

&sundtbe duty of rcpresenting tbem, and whose valued
Privileges should always depend upon their efforts ta pro-
u'beth i~nterests of their constituents in life and property.
*eir on, persanal int,ýrests are secondary, and ta be con-

Ridebavein their proper arder. The time seems bardly yetthaearrived for fuliy discuissing the suggestians of
l~itnncu,,and other frionds. Men af practical

Pr"nesucb as hie, are the writers we hope ta hoarofil froui in the course of this inavement. X.

TIIE GRAND) JURY QUESTION.

lie Meditor o/ THE WEEK.

8111,-Te oxPenses af tbe Grand J unes ta the Caunty
fi iait'gsfor' tbe past fi'ýe years bave been $3,943.70,
ile of the costs of sunimons and sheriflai' fecs for
age and service, an average of ovor $800 per annum.
e ~funetiOns of our Grand "Juries are groatly curtailed

predb eed Trials Act, where the prisoner elects to ho
anjd b y a judge at the County Judge's Criminal Court;

d y far the greater number of aur citinal cases are
118pOaed Of lu this manner. In England, 1 believe, the
randJr~
Y ill. ries are selected fratu the resident magistrates.

Wou, loi, is that the best substitute far the Grand Jury
uld e a Grand Inquest, composcd of seven qualified

ofaeOf t e Peace for tbe caunty, under seventy years
() ujWould bave the powers now possessed by the

reiues, and whao should be drafted by ballot, ar in
r y tbe saine manner as Grand Juries are naw

Thi, ere beîng two Courts of Superiar and twa af
IeirCrninaî Jurisdiction in each county during tbe

br ur les are required. Thus let the Grand Inquest
f"rornali the qualified magistrates, under seventy

lur;i5 agle,) the samne parties who naw draftth
e say thirty-five, wbich wiîî give four panels, ane for

ti1court, and seven to spare for death ar sickness, etc.

" t'is5 Wauld be quite as efficient, and bo a saving of
O You t a dollars per annum ta eacb county. Wbat

bîn t k o the plan ? MO IA.
e Dle,1ec. 8, 180q0.

CANADIAN NATIONAL LEAGUE.

Vo'dtr of THE VWEEK:

a jR1-your correspondent, wbo suggests tbe formation
diti,,andian National League "for the promotion of a
hr national feeling friendly ta a connection witb the

leb con8istcit îith ur sel-respect " and

ublie annexation, bas made a vcry happy suggestion.
Olr tut l'lilon, whjch wiIl in tîme settle the question of

ai i lir relations ta England, is in pracess of formation.
ni e sot coine for us ta settle that inatter, and as

1 ri ~ ~ e bave not yet came ta any conclusion. Were a
~et rftilig tawards sorne position different from aur

p'ller. 0 e. Iperial Fedoration, ta my mind, is a
ci e Cd rea1 eautiful in thoory, whose advacates are
t f Iueed for their enthusiasmn and thir advocacy

'l r ~tiO Ea the Englisb speaking race, but I f'eel
f itni unworkable. 1 have seen no scheme that

a.tt al racticable. 1 confess 1 arn waiting for more

0 athend bect af Canada's future. At prosent my
en d r ather in the direction of an Independent

b' ry vith a treaty of alliance with the Mother
411(j 4. ereby we sacredly bind ourselves ta her, and

Sherseif ta us for defence of either land, and wbene
ti% aIl be the freost commercial intercaurse between

111iRofber and the daugbter. This would preserve the

h ýyalty to the mother that bore us, and neverence
aI1,hieîtoric past of England of which we are inheri-

Itaiegiving free scope to the national aspirations
tig "e~t" wbiCh are slowly rising and growing stronger

gtI'Y position is that of many in this couintry.
fur anada, of an English father, and a mothor, the

eCaugh~ter of a Loyalist, I inherit a passianate love
OQ44and an unbounded faith in her future, with an

uniloubted attachment and feeling of loyalty ta tbe land
fromn which we sprung. Now the suggested league coin-
mits us ta no theory, but would cultivate a national spirit,
in unison witb some kind of connection with the British
Empire. Ail Canadians, wbo are not annexatianists,
could jain it, as it would nat affect tbeir opinions an
Imperial Federation or Canadian Independence. 1 hope
we shal ear more of it.

Winnipeg. EDWYN S. W. PE-ýTitATII.

TUIE RECLAMATION 0F A5IIBIIDGÉS BAY.

Ta the Editor af THE WEEK:
SIR,-Kindly give me space ta speak an a subject of

vital importance ta the city of Toronto. I refer ta tbe
reclamation of Ashbridgc's Bay. I believe thiat public
opinion is a unit in dernanding that this work bo donc-if
only on sanitary groundH. It is a moot point, howovor,
haw it is ta be donc.

Same argue that the cîty ought ta bave wbatever profit
there is ta be made out of this work-i.e., tbat the corpor-
ation sbould do it, an arrang ement that mîght bc paralleled
by suggcsting ta the Ontario Governmcnt not ta let any
private company have any mineraI lands, as tbo province
ought to have ail the benefit ta Le dorived froin mîning and
smelting ores for tbemselves. Othors, again, contend that
it sbouid bc donc by private enterprise. 1 wili briefly give
my ideas of the two scbcmes

It is estimatcd that the work of dredging, piling, etc.,
will in either case cost $5,000,000. Wbcre the city could
get this money is a question that is fat easy ta answer.
Bu.~ supposing the money could ho obtained, and supposing
it was as wcll administercd as it wouid ho by a privato
cancern (which presupposes a miracle), when the wark was
done the bay would undoubtediy ho cleansed, and that
wauld be about ail. True, we would have seven or eight
biundned acres of vacant land addcd ta the area of a city that
alrcady bas too much of it, at a cast of say $300000 per
annum intorcst and sinking fund. But, thon, land heid by
private owners would ho cbeapened and dopreciated in
value by the competitian ; for, of course, the city could not
make it productive, and would have ta put it inta the
market like any other boldor.

On the other band, a private syndicatc, willing ta spond
$5,000,000 on improving land on whicb they obtain a bease
anly, would necessariiy take boid of and push forwari the
work with an energy and activity hemn of a hope of gain ;
for the sooner the land is l)repared the soonar it will ho
likely ta yield dividends from the variaus industries which
the particular syndicate I have in my mind proposes ta
establish. I givo here a synopsis of their proposai :

1. Tbey ask for a lease of the proposed scene of apera-
tions for forty-fivo yeans subject ta reasonablo conditions.

2. Tbcy off'er ta put up $ 100,000 as a guarantce ta be
forfeited if tbey fail ta carry out their agreements.

3. They wîll reclaim the land and dredge the bay at
their awn cost.

4. Tbey wiil caver say tbree hundred acres of the
neclaimed land with iron and nickel smelting works, rolling
milîs and ather subsidiary industries, such as foundries, car-
wheel shops, etc., etc., casting many millions of dollars, and
empioying five tbousand men.

5. They will pay taxes on the land as it bocomes pro-
ductive.

6. They will allow the city ta have quiet possession of
the bands without encuinbrance (savo the buildings, of
course) at the end of the term ; said lands thon wouid per.
haps be worth $20,000,000.

1 say, if they do one-third the work they promise, tbey
will give the city a manufactuning and industriai impetus
that it sadly needs at present. A great deal more could
be said in favour af this proposai, but 1 think I can with
confidence beave the public ta judge of the respective monits
of the two plans, memeiy saying that if the cauncil bas time
ta look after the scbeme (if tbey do it) they ougbt ta ho able
ta attend ta the ordinary affairs of the city more success-
fuliy than they do; and, iastly, I have no interest what-
ever in the syndicate other than, being a ratepayer of the
city, I ain interested in whatover promotos the prasperity
of Toronto. CITIZEN.

Toronto, Dec. 20f, 1890.

THE GAMBLEIS 0F POMPE!!.

Twas my g od fortune ta he in Pompeii fat long aga
wh on three bodies were discovered under somiewhat

peculiar circumstances, cîrcutustances that are no doubt
in the necollecti)n of many. The three bodies werî,
found within on e house ; anc lying across the atrium end
of tbe ponch, and two lying in a stuali moatui next ta the
triclinium. The latter lay on the ground, anc on each
side of a marbie table. It was evident that these mon had
been gambbing befome deatb, as two pair of dico were
found on the table, and on the floor a third pair. These
last wene loaded ; in that fact lay the romance of the
discovery.

It was late in the afternoon when I went down with
the foreman of the excavations ta sce the new find, as ho
cailed it. The hodies wemo ta be left undisturbed until
the next day for the purpose of rediscoveny for the henefit
of some distinguished persan who was expected ta inspcct
the ruins. Being a privileged persan, fmom my frequent
visits ta Pompeii, the fonemnan ailowed me ta romain alone
in the newiy-excavoted house when his duties called him

away. In the bouse itseif theme was nothing vcry worthy
of note, or diffening nîatenially frein other Pompeian
residences, yet, evon wheu the suni was slowlv sinking
across the Bay of Naples, I was boath ta go away. J sat
down again for a few minutes on one of the dusty benches
in the dice-throwen's room, and fan the twentieth time
endeavouned ta, refashion the story of that last game and
its sudden ending.

The shades of evoning must have stolen oven my senses
and tempted me ta sleep. I opened my eyes ta sec the
moon fuIl-nisen aven Vesuvius, while its liit flooded the
courtyard and outlined the marbie fawn that stood behind
the colonnade of the gardon. I got up, and walking ta
the doon gazed for a few minutes at the mouintain and the
irregular outlines of the ruins, when suddenly I was
attracted by a nattling on the table behind mie. I turned
again towards the rootu, turned ta sec a sight that mnade
my heant beat and my brain reel ; for seated at the table
thero were tbree mon, two of whom wene thnowing dico.

It is a commonplace refloction that in great crises of
life we are apt ta do and think of the most trivial things.
My flrst cansciaus thaught on sceing the figures at the
table was anc of surprise as ta why the third man was
present, and I instinctively turned for an aîîswen towands
the porch of the atrium. As I cxpected, the body that
liad lain acnoss it in the afternoon was no longer thene.
This assurance that one of the mnarvels that were happen-
ing before me was in apparent consonance with neason,
had the effect af tempting me to seo the thing out.
lndeed it was casier to sink dowîu on the seat thiat an
along fmom the door on the fourth side of the roî than
ta got away, for I have an idea that, if I had endcavourcd
ta move, my legs would hava refused ta serve me at the
time, atbough my brain was naw steady enough. Look-
ing at the table fnom where I sat, the two play ors were
seated opposite to each othen ta my riglbt and loft, while
at the fan end of the noomn and table, facing mie, theme was
a third man, wlio was appancntby engagcd in keeping a
record of the play.

In the few moments that elapsed between my waking
and my sitting down, there appeared ta bave been a
change in the light. The moon still flooded the court ont-
side, but our rootu was apparentiy illuininated by the
aftennoan sun shining through the canvas awning that
was stretched over the aperture ini the roof. This light
was sufficient ta enable me taenake out cleanly the featunes
and expresdions of the players, and the style and mnaterials
of thein clothes, which wene those of the first century of
the Roman Empire.

I was possibly for some timie toa nenvous, owing ta
the peculiarity of the cincutustances, on ta four of being
discovened, ta take any particular notice of the fluctuations
of thiq gaine. My attention was suddeniy noused and
flxed by obsemving a quiet inovement beneath the table
made by the man sitting ta my right hand. Frein my
position I was enabied ta see what would be invisible ta
bis appanent, and possibly also ta the man whanuI1 cal
the manker, as the latter was sitting close ta the table,
whoreas 1 was somne feet away fr0111 it. Howoven, it
flashed of me at the time, and bas since been niy opinion,
that this man was aware of the fact that anc of the
players was înaking use of ioadcd dico: that in fact tbey
were leagued together ta fleece the other man.

Fmon the instant, thon, that 1 noticed the substitution
of dice on the part of the muan sitting ta îoy ight-the
gambien, as I may caîl him-I became almost as absonbed
in the vicissitudes of the gaine as tha players theinseives.

1 found fmom my îîtentness in listening and watching
that the Roman pronoinciation, tliat was at first a stumbling.
biock, became casier ta> understand.

I gathered that the mankcn's namne was Quintus, the
gamblor's Marcus, and Caius that of the man wba was
cvidonitly ta ho swindiod.

Even if I had not been aware of the cheating omployed
agai nst him my sympathies would probabiy have gone with
this Caius, who was a fine looking young felow, with clear
cut features, patnician bearing and wondrously faim bain for
the South. His apponont liad ail the appearance of an
accomplished roué, and the manken was of the samne type.

The gaiue was piayed for the most part in silence ; the
few words necessary being the mention of the stakoes, that
wene oiTered and accepted by a sigu, whibe Quintus, the
manker, kept the record. It is fat creditable ta the frosb-
ness of my classicai knowledge that 1 couid flot at the
time accurately realize the value of the stakes being piayed
for. These values I have, of course, since looked up for
confirmation, but will only givo tlîem heme approxiimatcly
for the beneit of the many who may have for the moment
forgotten them as 1 did. The first amount nientioîîed
was Decetu Sestertia (about £80) ; shomtly aftemwards the
stake had risen to Centutu (about £P807) on a single thmow,
and frein this the gaine pragrcssed with variations of luck,
if 1 may use the terni, until Caius was sonie eight thousand
pounds in the gamblen's debt. But it would ho weamî-
some to trace the vicissitudes of the play. I had inany
oppotunities to admire the adroitness of the gambler's
proceedings, as ho aternately won and lest with consum-
mate skill, leading his appanent an by allowing him
fictitiaus winnîngs an smabl stakes, and sa teinpting hitu
te heavier ventures where ho was sure ta lose. C

1 was, of course, ignorant of the truc time, but it seemed
ta ho towamds evening, as it was grawing danker eveny
moment, when Oaius suddeniy jumped up from the table
with the exclamation :"'There, that's enaugh fan me."

As ho spoke a peal of thunder or something like it
shook the house and rattled the dice an the mamble table.


