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CATHOLICITY IN ENGLAND.

Paper Read by My, F. W, Russell Before
the Members of the Truth Soclety--The
Penal Laws—State of England When the
First Relief Act Was Fassed—Progress
Made Since.

As promised in our last issue we give
berewith the puper read by Mr. F. W.
Russell before the members of the Catho-
lic Truth Society at their meeling held
at their Hall on Water street on Mon-
day of last week. The routine business
baving been transacted the president
(Mr. A. H. Kennedy) called ou Mr. Rus-
sell who spoke as follows :

At the last meeting of our society,
neld a week ago, I was asked by resolu-
tion to prepare a paper to read here this
evening, and with rauch diftilence and
many misgivings as to my ability to do
justice to the occasion, I, being pressed
and wiiling to sacrificemy own feelings
for what thie majority might think to be
in the t{rue interests of the society, final-
1y arcepted the invitation. When I did
80 I knew tull well the difliculty which
would confront me at the very outest,
viz., the selection of a subject, and truly
my fears in this respect were more than
realized. However, after much casting
about T decided that I would, with yonr
permission, try to entertain you fora
véry brief period with a few reflactions
on a subject which is very near and
dear to my heart, namely the state of
Catholicity in my native country, Eng-
land, and in considering this subject 1
ghall usk yon to bear with me while, in
the first place, lindulge in a hurried and
necessarily incomplete Liistorical retros-
pect, from whbich we will pass on to a
brief review of the present state of af-
fairs, winding up with a short considera-
" tion of the points involved in the rwom-

entons question which is so often aske,
and which nteets with so many differ-
ent apswers : “Will England ever re-
return to the Catholic faith 77 During
the past few months this subject has
been widely discussed in England and
many of theleaders of Catholic thought
there have dealt with it, and in plain
language given their viewsto the public.
We shall therefore have the advantage
of considering it from the standpoint of
their published writings and speeches,
and I will ask you to bear in mind, that
I shall endeavor not only to give you
my own ideas, but so far as it is possible
within the liniits of my paper, a faithful
presentment of the opinions of those who
must be accepted :8 the most reliable
authorities.

In the first place then it is my inten-
tion to ask yon to go back with me in
spirit something over one hundred years,
or, to be more exact, to the year 1778,
when the first Relief Act to the Catho-
lics of England was passed. For wore
tban two ceuturies all the Penal laws
enacted against Catholies in Enzland
had been pressing with the utmost sev-
erity and cruelty on the remnant of the
faithiful, who amidst all these trials pre-
served and handed down from gener.-
tion to generation the priceless legacy
of the Catholic faith; and in order that
the position of affuirs at this period way
be properly understood, it is necessary
that we should have before us a brief
outline of what the Catholics had been
passing through in the way of persecu-
tion for Christ's sake. It was in the
year 1535 that the Papalsupremacy was
by law of the Eonglish king abolished,
and thenceforth any one who defended
it or refused the oath declaring she
king to be the head of the church was
guilty of pigh treason, and condemned
a8 a traitor to be banged, drawn and
quartered. To this act the Catholics .in
England owe many of their glorious
martyrs. [t was high treason for any
one to become a Catholic or for any
Catholic priest to land in England. All
laymen educated in foreign colleges,
who did not return to England and
acknowledge the king to be the head of
God’s church in England were guilty of
the same crime. Every Catholic in
Engiand rafusing to embrace the new

religion had to pay to the king twenty

pounds a month, and two thirds of lis
property was confiscated. Every Catho-
lic was required to receive the sacra-
ment in the Protestant church and his
refusal was punished by a fine of £20
for the first year, £40 for the second year
and £60 until he conformed. Every
Catholic who bharbored, relieved or had

in his service a person who did not go
to the Protestant church for a whole
month was fineq £10 for every month.
Every Catholic man that married
a  woman not an heiress was
fined £100; if the woman  was
an heiress her Catholic husband
could neithier inberit or receive any
benefit from her prop rty, No Catholic
woman could have dower in the lands
of her husband, whether Protestant or
Catholic. Every Catholic parent refus-
ing for one month to have his child
baptized in the Protestant church wus
fined £100 for every month’s delay. For
every Catholic buried elsewhere than
in Protestant ground and with Pro-
testant rites;a penalty of £20 was inflict-
ed. Every Catholic widow who did
not conform to the estublished religion
and receive the sacrament therein with-
in a year of her husband’'s death forfeit-
ed two-thirds of her jointure and all her
Lusband’s property, whether realty or
personally. Every married Catholic
wolnan was compelled to receive the
Protestant sacrament of the Lord's Sap-
per within three monibs after ber heing
discovered to be a Catholic, or suffer per-
petual imprisonment until she did so;
but if her husband paid to the Ciown
£10 for every month she refused and
surrendered to the king one-third of his
estate she could remain at liberty. King
James I is said to have received in fines
in this way no less than £36,000 a vear
~—a sum equai to about $400,000 to-day.
No Catholic couli be trustee, adminis-
trator, guardiav for minors, ajtorney or
doctor, and the Protestant husbands of
Catholic women labored under the same
disability unless all their children above
nine years of age and all their servants
conformed to the newly established reli-
gion. No Catholic was allowed to go
five iniles from home on any business
whatever without the written: license of
four justices of the peace and that of
the Protestant bishop and the lord lien-
tenant of the country. If he did so he
forfeited all his goods and chattels,
money and property for life; if these al-
togethier were not of the value of £20) Le
had no alternative lLut to turn Protest-
ant or quit the vountry and go into exile
for life. No Catholic was allowed into
the king’s presence under the penalsy
of £100 for each offence ; and later a
further penalty was added which dis-
abled him from holding any office of
profit or trust, ecivil or military
within  the realm, from sitting
in either house of parliament,
from receiving a legacy, or taking
any legal proceedings to recover his lost
property or reputat on, the fine for every
such offence being £3500. No Catholie
was allowed to stay within ten miles of
London under a penalty of £100. His
house could pe searchied any Liour of day
or night for “lopish books, relics, pixes,
beads, cruvifixes, pictures,” and whep
found they were to be burnt or defaced.
For a priest tosay Muass the fine was at
first 200 marks and imprisonment until
he paid the tiue. Later on by asub-
sequent act passed in the reizn of “(3ood
Queen Bess” any Catliolic priest or
bishop convicted eitlier of saying Mass
or of exercising any part of hLis sacred
winistry had to suffer death and the re-
ward of £100 was given to the infanous
8py who gave information where any

»such bishop or priest conld be found.

Every Catholic who heard Mass wassub-
ject to a fine of 100 marks and a year's
imprisonment. Catholic books were
strictly forbidden either to be kept, read
or printed. Any person bringing into
Eugland “Agnus Deis, crosses, beads
or such like vain,or superstitious things
hlessed by the Pope,” and any person
receiving or wearing such things, was
condemned to death and all his property
confiscated. Any person bringing into
England from beyond the seas or selling
any Popish primers catechisms, missals,
breviaries, lives of saints, or rosaries,
was fined 40 shillings, and the ariicle
was to be burnt.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

was entirely disallowed. A Catholic
schoolmaster was liable to perpetual im-
prisonment, and for every day he had
tanght a fine of 40 shillings was imposed,
and he was required to conform to the
established church.  Whilst Catholic
parents were not allewed to educate
their children at Lome, they were de-
barred from sending them abroad or
sending an alms to the support of any
foreign college. Any Catholic sending

his child for education abroad was fined
£100 and forfeited all his goods, and
such child was disqualified fromn inherit-
ing any property in England. No Catho-
lic could enter parliament without sub-
scribing a declaration denying Transub-
stantiation and the Papal supremnacy,
and asserting that invocation and adora-
tion of the Virgin Mary and the other
saints aud the sacrifice of the Mass were
idolatrous and superstitious. By the
Corporation and Tests acts no Catholic
could hold any office in the realm with-
out abjuring his religion. Catholics
were not only debarred from public life
in England, they were alro forbidden to
take service in foreign countries. No
child was allowed to succeed to his
Catholic fatlier’s estate without turning
Protestant, and if the eldest son refused
to apostatize the estate went to the next
son on that infamons condition. All
legacies lett to Catholic priests for the
support or building of Catholic colleges,
abbevye, schools, churches, convents, ete,,
were confiscated by the king. In a word
the exercise of the Catholic religion was
absolutely prohibited, and the Protest-
ant religion was made compnlsory on
every subject of tl.e realm, or asthe
Lord Chancellor expressed it : **Catho-
lics were not presumed to breathe in
the empire without the command of the
Government.”” After experiencing the
full foree of more than two centuries of
such laws as these it ig not surprising
that the year 1778 when, as I have said,
THE FIRST OF THE RELIEF ACTS
was passed, found the Catholics in Eng-
land reduced to a mere handful,in fact,
it is astonishing when we know with what
geverity the Penal lawg were enforced to
the very letter, that any sboald bhave
been found remaining faithfal to the
ancient religion. We read, however,
that it is probable they numbered at this
time about fifty thousand, and that there
were 80 m.any may surcly almost be re-
garded a8 a proof of the divinity of the
church and her imperishable nature.
They were a people without churches,
who practised their religious daties an
handed down the legacy of the Catholic
faith to their children at the risk oftheir
lives, and who were ministered to by
priests who visited thely in secret and
with a price set upon their heads; yet
there is no doubt that it was their heroic
example and their beautiful, self-sacri-
ficing lives, that gradually forced, as it
were, the government to strike the
chains of persecation from their limbs
and set them free. And now, gkipping
over the intervening years, let us for a
few moments consider by way of con-
trast the position of Cathiolics in Eug-
land at the present day ; what amouut of
liberty they enjoy ; what ireedom for the
practice of their holy religion, and what
progress, if any, has been made during
the past century. In the first place we
may traly rejoice that the sword of per-
secution has been returned to its scal-
bard, and if English Catlio'ics have not
in their native land absolute fair play
it must be admitted that they have at
least a very large measure of liberty and
justive granted them. They are Lonor-
ed and respected by the large mass of
tbeir separated brethren, they are re-
ceiving more and more every year evid-
ence of a desire on the partof the legis-
lature to consalt their feelings and re-
spect their consciences, and, be the
motives what they may, the fact re-
maing that Catholics in England are
now treated with more consideration
than they have been for three hundred
years. Thereare a few would-be perse-
cutors remaining, but it is very difficult
now-a-days to getup & ery against the
Catholics in Bngland. In fact, it would
not pay to persecute them nor attempt
it, and it may be that to this must be
attribated the tact that salaried slander-
ers of the Catholic religion, who seem to
be in 80 much dewand in some English-
speaking comuunities, are daily in less
request in England. It would not pay
because Catholics there are more num-
erous than they were aud not only have
they a position in the country but they
represent a great power as well. Like
the early Christians they are to be met
with every where, in the army, navy, at
the bar, on various governing bodies, in
the medical and legal professions, in the
front ranks of science and art, on the
press, in parliament, and in the cabinet.
Whether considered in their social posi-

tion, in their learning and intellectual | vulgarity.

THEY COMPARE FAVORABLY

with avny other class of people in the
country ; go that the result is that Catho-
licity is daily rising in the estimation of
the people of the country, and Catholies,
who live up to their religion as most of
them do, are regarded with honor as
sincere and estimable Christians, To
sum up, we may say that if some of the
Engllsh martyrs of old were to rise fromn
their sepulchres, and visit the land of
their love, they wonld find the charch
growing year hy year in number, in
power, in grandeur ; they would see the
land coveraq with chuechesand chapels,
schools and iustitutions almost as of 0ld ;
they would admire & great hierarchy,
active, energetic, vivilant. a ruce of men
whose statesmanship tellsof the moull
in which they have been cast ; and they
would find, as I have said, Catholics
holiding high places in every bonorable
sphere of action. Jo-day the Catholics
are representedl by a Cardinal-Arch-
bishop, and fourteen bishops. Where
a little over a century ago there were no
colleges, no convents, no religions
tiouses for men, there are now no less
tban twenty of the firat, four hundred of
the second, and two hundred of the
third. In Londoun alone there are to-
day 112 Catholic churches, whilst in the
provinces every Catholic community has
its Catholie church, the number in Great
Britain being betneen 1,630 and 1,640,
and the priests ministering in them
number close upon 2,000, Priests and
religious men and women are no longer
alraid to shew themselves in public, and
in political matters, whilst the Catholics
of England are not yet able to elect
members of parliament themselves,
they are so thoroughly united, so well
organized, so zealous, have such an ex-
cellent press, and soc many earnest
friends and sympathisers amongst Pro-
testants that they ure able to turn the
scale in many a constituency ; infa-t, it
is said, they are sufficient!y influential
to decide the result of ageneral election,
To-1ay the number of Catholics in Eng-
land is little short oftwo millions, a
body taken on the whole, second to
none in the world in their loyalty 1o the
charch, in their appreciation of tie in
estimable treasure of the Catholic faith,
or more zealous for the promotion and
the extension of the interests of our
holy religion. Bearing these points in
mind we may now go on to consider
briefly the question

“WILL ENGLAND EVER RETURN TO THE

CATHOLIC FAITH ?”

There are some good people, and they
have been very much 1n evidence in
the Catholie press lately, who, evidently
jumping at conclus ons they form from
the reception given the Pope's letter to
the Enghsh people, seem to entertain
the hope that the nation w:ll return to
Catholicism in a sudden and unexpect-
ed way, but the leading Catholic minds
of the conutry hold that if England is to
be converted we must expect nothing
out of the orlinary, nothing sudden,
nothing outside of the commoun methods
of Divine grace, nor inconsistent
with the free will of the people, bhut
a slow, gra lual and stealy march of
faith and charity throurhout tue length
and breadth of the land. As a matter
of fact those who have made a study of
this matter peint oat that there are
mwany obstacles to the progress of the
trugh in Eoglaud.  Prejudice not many
years ago was consideral the greatest

cof all, but that has of late years been tn

a great extent overcome. The greater
knowledge which the Protestants now
have of their Catholic fellow-citizens and
are continually gaining has already re-
moved a mass of suspicions, distrusts,
and dislikes, and has even in-
spired counfidence in their entire
honesty and sincerity. The extravag-
ant notions about the Catholics and the
doctrines of the Catholic church which
the “Reformation” in bad faith began to
porpagate, and which the children and
grand children of the “Retormers” believ-
ed in and propagated, no doubt many of
them in good faith, for upwar!s of three
venturivs, have been found out to be un-
true, ridiculous, slanderous and imypos-
sible. The consequence is Catholics
are now no longer looked upon as for-
eigners in England, aud bigotry is now
in that country almost universally con-
gitered as a mark of ignorance and
I du not, of course, mean

power, in their moral worth, in their | to say that bigotry is actually dead, for

steadfastness to principles,

bigotry is the unhappy child of ignor-

ance and uncharitableness, and the
reign of knowledge and ot charity is still
far from being uriversal in England; bat
bigotry is certainly gradually dying as
ingloriously as it deserves tn die. Pre-
judice is not now, therefore, the great
obstacle to the return of the English
people as a whole to the faith of their
forefathers, hnt

THE TWO REALLY GREAT BAKRIERS

in the opinion of leading Catholics
now-a-days are undoubtedly infidelity
and indifferentism. The latter is gy far
probably the most widely extended ob-
stacle of the two, but, =ad to relate, with-
out doubt infidelity is gaining a strong
foothold in England. The refusal on the
part of the mass of Englishmen to obey
any authority in religious affairs is with-
out donht the source of this evil, and
though avowed infidels may now num-
ber but a small proportion of the popu-~
lation, yet it is certain that year after
year will chronicle aturther increase.
The people have, as a body, already dis-
established the Anglican church from
their hearts, and many millions of them
are drifting into the worst forma, if not
of actnal unbelief, at least of indifferente
isut. These being the admitted two
principal obstacles which bar the way to
the country’s quick return to the Catlo-
lic faith, have we any hopes which
stould be stronger than our fears® All
Cathiolic writers and speakers who touch
on the matter agree that one strong
Lope may be founded, in spite of what
hasbeen gaid regarding infidelity and
indifferentisin, on the deep Christian
character of the Fnglish people. For
nearly a thousand years the Catholic
church was the blood and heart of Eng-
land, her laws, customs, traditions, sees,
universities, herglorious past, her kings
and queeus, were part and parcel of the
church’s power, and the whole land was
bathed in a sea of supernatural light.
And, now, although on the surface there
is a great change, dowu deep below, as
our Holy Father pointed out in bkis re-
cent letter, the old spirit lives and pro-
tects and will—we may confidently
liope—ultimately save. tke people of
England. It may be added to this that
the great mass ofthe actively religious
Englishmen and women are weary of
the dull, monotonous, cold and lifeless
thing called Protestantism, as shewn
by the delight with which they embrace
the practices of Ritualism, in which thev
are able to imitate,at times very closel_s;,
some of our customs, and by means of
which great truthis are happily preached
to thousands who otherwise never would
bave listen.ed. Then, again, is not the
present power and growth of the Catho-
lic body as compared with tne past a
foundation and a hope of f. ture glory ?
whilst last, but not least, for this, in the
estimatios: of all Catholic leaders, must
be oue of our greatest sources of hope—

THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS

is the seed of the church, and the great
English  moartyrs —those who suffered
such terrible persecution and who after
giving up all their earthly possessions
willingly Iaid down their lives rather
than obey the tyrant or his intamous
laws, will assuredly avenge their name
aund their blodd, and thirough their inter-
vegsion for their beloved country, the
time will come again when the land wili
quickly bear frait and the harvest will
be plentiful. And, now, Mr. Chairman
and brothers, let me, in conclusion, take
the liberty of pointing out what I con-
sider should be the duty of each one of
us in regard to the matter of which I
bave attempted to treat to-night, and
whick 18 of 8o much vital importance not
only to my dear native land and to my
{ellow-conntrymen, but also I firmly be-
lieve, to thie whole of that ﬁart of Chris-
tendom in which the Euglish language
is spoken. It is our duty, theu, I hold,
to comply with
OUR HOLY FATUER'S WISH

and pray and labor for the restoration of

-England to Cl.ristian unity, and there-

fore to the Catholic faith. Let our pray-

er be one of thanksgiving to God that
the old days of persecution in Eng-
land have passed never to return, and
let our prayer of thanksgiving be united
to this prayerof supplication that God,
declining to punish the grand children
for the crimes perpetrated by their fore-
fathers in times past against the church,

will shed uponthem his greatest proof
of love—the treasure of the Catholie
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