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be beaten by you in vigor, valor or
skill.””

Chaerias rose, stared, frowned, and
laughed. He marched up and down
the room once or twice, and then ex-
claimed :

“Why, Thellus, what an infernal
establishment the arena must be!
Such men as you oufit not to be
sucked into that kind of vortex.”

Thellus, though smiling, heaved a
sigh. ‘“Come, friends,” cried Paulus
moving to the centre of the large
chamber, “enough of pastime. We
have work to do. Sit round me here,
in the middle of this room, while I
tell you something. Walls, you know,
have ears.” .

Forthwith his' three companions
braught cushions, and placed them
near the settle which he had set down
in the middle of the apartment, and,
sitting before him, waited for his com-
munication.

¥* Yonder beautiful grandchild of the
uncanny-looking Jew’s poor clerk or
scrivener,” said Paulus in a low tone,
almost a whisper, after a moment or
two of reflection, ‘“not only made one
or two singular disclosures in the
remarks you all heard, but whispered
to me a very serious fact.”

Here Cassius Chaerias, whose curi-
osity had been already much spurred,
appeared the very embodiment of at-
tention. But all were keenly attentive.
Paulus pursued :

““ Learn, then, that in this queerly
built or queerly arranged house, there
iy, at this moment, a crowd of men
of danmgerous and debauched appear-
ance, and doubtless of desperate dis-
position ; some of them, friend Thellus,
men who have been in the arena. Nor
iz this all. They have comrades out-
side, watching our ten soldiers.”

Longinus uttered that low-whispered
whistle by which some men express the
cool appreciation of a sudden calam-
ity.

“ Twelve millions of sesterces, my
friends,” continued Paulus, “ are to
many men hereabouts an object of
great interest. 1 am certain that we
are to he attacked on the road, and
yonder chest is to be taken from wus.
While here, or in Rome, first the
Jew’s own safety is our hostage, and
next, Lucius Piso’s government of the
city will be our safety. But once we
are on the road, the Jew calculates on
a part of the booty as a reward for
betraying us, to be got out of the rob-
bers themgelves—while he looks to
recover the whole money and interest
for it all the same from the ‘Aerarium
Sanctum,” in the end.”

‘““We have twelve good horses,” said
Longimus, “and might outstrip the
villains.”

*So will ‘they’ have horses,”
answered Paulus, ‘“and no iron chest
or wagon to clog tkeir pace; the speed
of a column is the speed of its slowest
part ; and then what can fourteen men
do against seventy? You are aware
that the army, except stationary
Praetorians anrd an Urban Guand, of
which Lucius Piso would not lend us a
man beyond the walls, has gone north;
and there is not another soldier to be
found at our disposal in all Rome.
What advice do you give? ”

The conjuncture was obviously se-
rious, They bhad “tried arms” in play;
they were now to try wits in earnmest.

Paulus’s counsellors advised ‘one
course and another. 1. *To wait” : —
but the difficulty would wait also.
2. “To send to Germanicus for a larg-
er escort : ’—but time pressed, and the
treasure was wanted by Germanicus at
once. 3. “To announce that they were
10 be met, twenty miles from Rome,
by more soldiers”—or, ¢%that they
would start the day after the next at
dawn, whereas they should start early
the night before;’’ neither of these
plans would avail, for they would be
too closely watched.

These were the devices of ready and
well-exercised, but ordinary soldiers.
Paulus shook his head smiling, and
then gave his orders, which his com-
rades soon felt were fraught ¥ punico
astu.”

"% After an hour or two of sleep,”
said he, “we will roll and carry this
wheel-chest straight down to our sta-
_bles. There we must lock ourselves in
with old Philip. We will then and there
unpack and empty the chest : the gold
We must next repack, as best we ¢ an,
in some corn-bags, to be placed under
several of the many bundles and trus-
ses of hay which we must carry for
use of our horses on the road, cording
the bags roughly, but strongly end
securely. We must, when this is done,
“unpave a portion of the stable”, and
Mixing the stones with rubbish to
. Prevent them from rattling when
" shaken, we must repack the chest with
thet sort of treasure. To get sienes

|
from anywhere else outside the stable, turia !’ cried Paulus, turning round,
and convey them thither, would excite "‘away from the road into the brush-
first attention, then curiosity, and iwood on either hand, three each side.

ference, wof our whole design. After yards.”
these measures we will set out, leav-. The Roman legionaries vanished
ing Philip to keep possession of the silently to execute tkis order, and
stable, and to prevent any person  crept through the copse on-either hand
whatever (who might notice the dis- of the highway. Meantime the hay-
placement of the paving-stones) from |Wagon trotted steadily forward, and
entering it for a couple of days ; which jthe other remained stationary, ready
time past, he can follow us. The chest ifor an ‘“‘apparently’”  panic-stricken
is one, you perceive, which, without 'gallop. :
the key, would take iron crowbars; Presently came forward, with rattle
many hours to break open, and steel |of hoofs and clang of mgtal, and with
8aWs as many to bite through—the lock : the play of the moonlight upon armor,
being both cunning as a lock and the a column of mounted men, every one
strongest part of the whole fabric. [of whom had on his face a linen mask
Our pursuers will not think of crow- -mot the mask used in comedies. The
bars or of steel saws; and the key I gcolumn filled the width of the road.
will fling into the first water or wood lFromting them like a statue, in the
wa meet after starting. When we are iimiddle of the way, stood the colossal
overtaken—or , if we be—you must at chestnut horse, and like a statue sat
first make a show of fighting, and young Paulus on his back.
leave the rest to me.” 1‘ The riders pulled hard and stopped
His three companions highly ap- 'a few yards from him, when their
plauded this plan, and they and he leader called out :
lay down on cushions round thke chest,; ¥ Young centurion, no affectation or
one on each of its four sides, to take hypocrisy is required. Fleazar has —
a short and very necessary slumber, iperish my tongue! I was going to
They soon awoke, and began to ex- say that I know you to be a youth of
ecute, point by point, the scheme of }precoci‘ous prudence. It is best to
young Paulus Lepidus Aemilius. ;speak out what we mean and what we

finally a suspicion, if not a sure in- Get before us, as we face now, a few |

Chapter IIIL.

¥ We have made more than fifty
miles, and the purusuers do not ap-
pear,”’ said Paulus.

Longinus was
superior the bridle of the famous horse
of which Tiberius Caesar had made a
present to the breaker of him. Chaerias
and Thellus were standing on each side
of our youth, who had dismounted ;
and all three, shading their eyes with
their hands from a dazzling Italian
moon at full, were looking along the
straight backward road. Two wa-
gons were in front, or behind them,
as they now stood watching ; the
soldiers had unharnessed the six horses
of one of them — that in the rear —
upon which the heavy iron chest was
borne, and were
from a roadside spring; the other
wagon, drawn also by six horses, and
laden with corn-bags, and hay at the
bottom, and various packages and
goldiers’ cumber above, was moving
forward gt a walk conducted by two
soldiers, who rode the two horses in
the middle. .

High banks on each hand lined at
that point the Roman road, which led
to the north-east of Italy, and these
banks were densely clothed with copse-
wood, which in certain places thick-
ened into an impenetrable jungle.”

“Do any of you see anything?”
inquired Paulus, when he found no one
disposed to answer his remark.

A few moments of silent watching
followed, when Longinus, the decurion,
said : ™ I ‘see’ nothing, centurion ; but
I ‘hear’ something—the distant beat
o§ hoofs upon this hard and echoing
road.”

Paulus at once cried to the men
conducting the hay-wagon in fromt
(that s, behind them, as they then
were facing round) to drive forward
steadily, but to take care mot to blow
the horses until followed by the Tear-
ward wagon, when they were to rush
forward at the top of their speed, and
to continue at that pace. He next
ordered the two soldiers who were
giving water to the horses of the other
wagon in the rear, in which was the
chest, to reharness them quickly, and
as soon as a body of mounted men
should appear on the road behind, and
should have them plainly in sight —
but not soomer—to push their horses
into a gallop, yet to make sure of
not gaining upon the wagon in front,
but, beginning as late as possible, to
continue their gallop only about a
thousand paces, and then to walk.
Lastly, he turned to the six remaining
soldiers, and bade them draw their
short swords, loosen their shields, and
prepare for action. Upon which he
clapped his hand upon the emerald
hilt of his own very- differently-shaped
weapon, whipped it out of the scab-
bard, and, springing into the ephippia
upon the back of Sejanus (or, more

properly, of the Sejan steed), he
said :
¥ Thellus, stand upon my right

hand, a little further, so as to give me
room ; my weapon is mede for cutting
as well as thrusting. Chaerias and
Longinus, stay on my left hand. Let
us see whether we can keep this 'nar-
row road awhile against all who may
ocome.”’

By this time the clatter from the
south-west of galloping 'hoofs upon
the hard road had become audible to
all. .

Iy hg-joﬂariﬂ of the fourth cen-

holding for hie

jand it is only now we have pushed
.them into a gallop; and I entertain
.a hope that we shall hold you at bay
iso long upon this road that the chest

tleave ¥you’
‘before your followers, I say, can ac-
'complish two-thirds of the distance.”

7, ican, besid ; i h
lotting them drink | esides, send men into the copse

;want. You are conveying a large
|treasure to the army in Venetia ;  we
{muset have every sesterce of it.”’

i Paulus looked, and saw that the
iwagon laden with the iron chest had
‘just departed in well-acted terror at a
‘gallop.

“Take it, then,” said he. “We have
‘been careful and sparing of the horses,

will have reached Germanicus Caesar
before you—I am wrong; I mean to

here upon the ground —-

¥ Demented youth ! ” replied the
other, “why resist without the hope
of success? We are ten one. We

on each side of the road, and in a
moment they will be in your rear.”
“You fifty men on the right,” cried
Paulus, ‘““and you fifty on the left, |
select three of your hest javelin |

iridden back from the midst of yonder
gang, give them a sample of what you
can do.” -

He made his horse bound as he faced
the column between Thellus, on the
one hand, and Chaerias and Ponginus,
on the other.

“Now,” said he, shaking his long
rapier aloft, “I have a great mind to
ride through the whole of you and
back again for the mere sport of it.
Your korses are like cats compared to
mine ; you are only fourteen deep, and
the beast that bears me, even if mor-
tally wounded, would trample down
fifty of you in file before he dropped.”

The leader of the pursuing band was
a shrewd man. After a moment’s ocon-
sultation with the persoms on either
side of ¥im, he said :

“It is & bold idea, young centurion.
If it deceived us, you could march
away unattacked. But we counted you
leaving Rome; we know for certain
that you were only fourteen men, all
told ; we have a post of two men more
than forty miles ahead of you, Who
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\would have returned and joined us if
‘any reinforcement had met or was
lcoming to meet yqu. We seriously
mean to have yonder treasure, there-
fore listen to glod semee. You might
kill and wound a few of us, but not 'a
man of your own party would survive,
and we should get the chest afterwe?.nd
all the same. You will lose your life,
yet not save the treasure. That will
not be disinterestedness, but mad-
ness.”

“In answer to that,” said Paulus,
‘who had mo objection to prolong the
iparley, I must remind you of your
‘own singular disinterestedness. You
will lose your own life in ord?r that
those behind you may enioy the
money. You must love them more
than you love yourself ; for I swear to
you that, if it comes to violence, not
a sesterce in the chest will ‘you,’ at
least, receive. The dead divide no
booty. If you have authority, then,
over your followers, order them back,
and begone yoursel.”

(To be Continued.)

FARMERS' SONS WANTED with
knowledge of farm stock and fair educa-~
tion, to work in an office, $60 a mont 1
with advancement ; steady employment ;
must be homest and reliable. Branch
offices of the Association are being estab-

iving full particulars, THE VETERIN-
ilnv égcmncxga A8SOCIATION, London, Can.
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"Who will send us One New Subscriber
and 25 cents we will send them the |

Family Herald and Weekly Star
FOR ONE YEAR
Together with the following beautiful premiums.

Two Beautiful Colored Pictures . . .

“HEART BROKEN”

and

“HARD TO CHOOSE”

Each 22 x 28 inches, in 11 delicate tints,

AND

,
A Large Colored Map of the Dominion of Canada
(22 x 28 inches), with Special Maps for
Each Province and for the United States.

The two pictures to be given are typical bits of child life. The
prevailing note in each is—as it should be—bubbling enjoyment of the
moment, with just a touch of one of the evanescent shadows of child-
hood to throw the gay colors into relief. They will please and charm
upon any wall where they may hang, bringing to one an inner smile
of the soul even on the darkest day. For what can shed more happi
ness abroad than the happiness of children ? '

One of the pictures is called

‘““Heart Broken”

We will not let the reader into the secret of what has happened,
but one of the merry little companions of the woeful little maid whe
has broken her heart is laughing already, and the other hardly knows
what has happened. Cut flowers nod ceassuringly at them, and a
bright bit of verdure covered wall stands in the background.. There'ia
something piquantly Watteauesque about one of the petite figures,
suggesting just a touch of French influence on the artist.

The other picture presents another of the tremendous perplexities
of childhood. It is called

‘““Hard to Choose”

As in the other picture, we will not give away the point made by
the artists before the recipients analyze it for themselves. Again
there are three happy girls in the picture, caught in a moment of
pause in the midst of limitless hours of play. One of the little maids
still holds in her arms the toy horse with which she has been play-
ing. Flowers and butterflies color the background of this, and am
arbour and a quaint old table replace the wall.

The two pictures together will people any room with six happy
little girls, so glad to be alive, so care-free, so content through the
sunny hours amidst their flowers and butterflies, that they must

brighten the house lke the throwing open of shutters on a sunny
morning. '

Quick Reference Map of

The Dominion
of Canada

SPECIALLY PREPARED

The map of the Dominion of Canada will fill ‘a long felt want. It
has been prepared specially for the Family Herald and Weekly Star,
and is right up-to-date. It is printed on a sheet 22 x 28 inches, each
province in a different color; it shows the adjacent portions of the
United States, the exact location of the towns, villages, etc., all rafl-
road coutes, including the new G. T. Pacific. It gives the population
according to the very latest census, of all small and large places in
Canada. With the Dominion maps will be enlarged provincial maps,
that appeal to subscribers in each province, as follows:

For Subscribers in Man., N.W.T. & B.C:

With the Dominion Map will be found an enlarged map
of Canada’s Great West beyond the Lakes, right up-to-date
complete information regarding location and situation of all
towns and villages in the Western Provinces.

The Family Herald and Weekly Star is too well known
to need description. It is the greatest Family and Agri-
cultural paper in Canada. Its regular subscripti.n price is
$1.00 per year, and you can’t get it anywhere else for less
except from us, and we will give it to you for

ONLY 25 CENTS

Any one of the premiums are worth more than that alone

n|Address your orders to—

The Business Manager

P.0. BOX 617 Northwest Review
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