City Councﬂ.

Of all the virtuous corporatlons wrth which
Toronio has. been blessed, the one now in exist-
ence is certfunly by far the most so, if we take
their word for it.

. They tell us to search among their acts for
anythmg characterised by trickery or party spirit.
Now, no one, wrth even a moderate degree of

sense, would -ever think of imputing any unwor-’
thy motives to them—-the nominees of the Reform-
Convenition, who wWere the nominees of George

Brown—no dear, no. -

We, in common with our fellow crtlzens, would
never think of imputing shuffling to those who so
earnestly condemn it in others.

opinion we must not be understood to condemn
the recent appointment.of ex-Alderman Brunel
to the office of City Engineer. - :

We are aware of his antecedents, of his ﬁlhno'
several situations with little credit to(hlmse]f
and it has been rumored with little good to his
different employers; of his baving been dis-
charged from the Superintendentship of the
Northern Railway for alleged incapacity, but we
are disposed to make allowances as we know
that it is hard to please ever, ybody, and Mr. Bru-
nel may not have that knack. :

It may also be true that he has been addlcted
to jobbing, butis that anything new ; is it strange,
Men have chiselled and jobbed before him while
in the game position. So he is no more-to blame.
than others who were considered better than
he is.

Even if he has jobbed, hls expemence in such
mstters will be of much benefit to the «city,
bringing, as he does, to the office in addition to
his skill in engineering, a knowledge of the
“tricks of the trade.” In this way he will be
enabled to counteract the schemes of the different
oontractors, if he act uprightly.

Arother charge brought against him is, that he
is closely connected with sharpers, who endeavor
to monopolize 'the city contracts—well, what of
that. The more intimate his. acquaintance with
them the better for: the city, as.from them he
will obtain a great many useful suggesnons which
will be of incaleulable value.: SRS

" ‘We think we have answered all- the obJectlons
that could possibly be made to his appointment,
and looking at the case from everypoint of view
we are ‘againcompelled to ‘say that the appoint:

ment was worthy of those who eompose the
Couneil, - .

It shows clearly that even the Clear Grits have
B fellow feelmg for each other, and a desxre to

humble . they may ‘be; - We therefore wxllingly.

accord to them that meed. of praise ‘which the

appointment of &0 well (qualified a person. as Mr. .

Brunel (who lately associated with them as ‘Alder-

man) to the office of City Engineer, deserves, - It/
leads us to’ expect that-the Council will, for- the|
-future, ‘exercise the same discretion i in filling all
sntnatlons Wlnch may become vacant, with equally'_

competent men—mien ‘edual .in eapacity, réputa-

Ex-Alderman Brunel

T'm getting érey, as the Enight of the Curls
* said, as he was introducing a Bill for his County.

This being our-

Muddy Thoughts

a——

vero-

Wiitten in a J[uddy State, when up to the ERnees in Mud.

DY AN OLD MUDIARE. '~
The “Opposition » without the ex-Premier, the

Hon. George Brown, M.P.P,, the editor-in-chief
of the Globe, and the senior member for Toronto,
would be like a gun-without the lock, stock, and
barrel. Wouldn’t-like to-see the hon. member
for Grey' (Mr. Hogan); with his hair shingled by
Harry Henry ; nor would we relish seeing: Grittie
George with his “Claw Hamer” coat, dancing
the smokehouse jig, or Old Bob (Moody) Ridley
0. We would hate to see: Mr. Benjamin tramp
on -Dr.:Connor’s toes, and the latter gentleman
pitch into the former’s corporation, a:rd “give him
fits; but we would like to see J. S, Macdonald's
coat tried on Mr. Talbot or D’Arcy McGee’s three
thousand men, that he is going to ¢ fetch en”.

: G. H. 8.

Correspondence.

My Dear Me. Poer:

. Asyou are an 1ntelhgent, worihy pereon,
and always ready to purge humbugs, I hope,
through the medium of your extraordinary and
excellent sheet, to be allowed to put down one of

the greatest imposters:, second only to the men that

was taken up the other day for ‘passing bad
money, and Who, if I do not mmtake, was some
relation to the person I am about to name. Now
there is dear Mrs. Tongue-still, wno comes row
and then to take a eup of tea with me, Well, the
room we take tea m,—my dining-room, second
flat,—looks upon Mrs. Squibbs, or as she calls
herself, Madame Sqmbbs, and has it painted vpon
a board, not a tin, but a common board ; but I
am going from my subject.  Poor dear Mrs.
Tongue-still and I cannot shut our eyes nor ears
neither.. We cannot help looking out of our
second flat window, and of course as Squlbbs’

yard is right against it, we must see-it. “Well, |

what do we gee the other day but a lot of com-
mon rags hung out to dry. Well, as: Mrs. Squlhbs
said one day she was the daughter of a lord (in
a gre'\t secret to me), ‘and that her fathér disin.
herited her because she married poor Squlbbs,
wheo was only a poor fox-huntmg squire, and tha.t

she was gomg in—in—in coginghtoe, because she | °

didn’t want any disgraoe coming upon the fannly
Well of course; we Wondered to see them so
‘poor, and again we wonder to see Squibbs getting
dead drunk every Saturday, and .we want to know
where the money comes from, and also, my dear,
good-natured Mr. Poker, if there is such .a name
in'the book with crests and all those sort of things
in it, as Tord Pealem; because Mrs, Squibbs said
that was her father’s name,
My dear Mr, Poker, . -.
“-Always yours, .
TIGER-TAIL MARMALADE. )

Mr Poker presents lus compliments-to Mra. |

| Marmalade, and degs 10 “say tnat if:he-was her
tion:for- honeaty and genera,l good character to| husband he'would have her brought?up “before

| Mr. Gurnett, and ‘bound’ over to keop-her tongue | -

quiét, ind then afterwards before Mr:-Mc¢Gann; to
be taught the deat and dumb alphabet, and make

her talk ouly that way with her fingers.

B T

1’_ < FINCH AGAIN ..

* The Five Prizéman has adveitised for five od
twenty Tailors (all in a row). The men that left
thé - Boss: ‘advertise him- as- reduemg wages; &e.
He ‘was only bringing the sane- system - to-work
that was introduced in the Oity Counicil; that of
cir-tailing. - ' Wé wish him' aud the Corporation
luck, They are a mot.ley crew.

Royal Lyceum _

Mr. Marlowe bas re~opened the above place of
amnsemenb with new scenerres, new propertles,
&e., for the spring and summeér séasons. The
pieces this week bave all been of the best descrlp-
tion. - Shakespeares comedy of the Two Gendle-
men of Verona was produced for the firs time in
Canada, o Wednesday evening last, aid render-
ed in & very creditable manner, The characters

{ were ably sustained by the several. individuals

representlng them. We must take this opportu-
ity of mentioning the genuine rendition of the

| character of Launce by Mr, Herbert. It is the
" best thing we have seen since the re-openmg of

the establishment. - All those who wish to enjoy
the benefit of a hearty laugh have only to go to
the Lyceum and witness the performances of Mr.
Herbert and the ongmal comicalities of Mr, Den
Thompson.

Ontario Literary Soclety
The readers of the "Poker are mvxted to a pub-
lie meeting:of this society to be held in the base-
ment of the Temperance Hall, on Tuesday eve-
ning, the -3rd proximo, at half-past Seven o’clock.
Thomas Moss,’ Esq.,” B.: ‘A, will ‘preside. The

.question *Would the enactment of 'a Prokibitory

Liquor: Lew be beneficial to Canada,” will be
debated,-
Aﬁirmatwe -Messrs; A, W, Lawder, James
Morris; W, H, Beresford. fo .
Negative: ‘Messra, G. T. Hobbs, ——-—Bla.m,
J. A, Donovan, - - .

New Postage Liaw—Qtiebec Beware,

-~:Mr:~ Smith is -going 'to sput-another ‘clause. to
the new Postage Law-which will run as follows :
«That ¢n acceunt of the tremendone size of the
Quebee “Mercury . - parities mailing a ‘copy of ‘the

‘same will be. obhged to plaee two postage stamps

npon if, and parties receiving the same will have
to pay three cents postage.

Mrs. Poetter s Concert.

Mr Poker smcerely acknowledges the compll-
went paid him' by 'the presentation ofcards: of -
admission to -the--above Concert, but must state
his regrets that he was imable to attend, as he -

‘understands the performance was in the highest
'manner satlsfacta.ry bo all who wrtnessed lt. .

8 The Poker ”

Is pubhshed every Saturday mommg, 'ck, ana
can be obtained at all the News Depots, and’ of the News
Boys. The Porer will be mailed to parties in Town or
Country, at One Dollar per annum paid in a.dva.nce Al -
letters must be post paid.




