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V)t t to ~p n e i vù
To elze Bd ,itor of ile Journal of tlte .Board of Arts and

Mfanz*factures.

Siît,--In the January number of your journal there
appeared a programme o? a system of Examinations, in

varions departments of stndy, of members of Mecbanics'
Institutes in Upper Canada, proposed to be held annu-
ally by the Board of Arts and Mainufactures; the first
ofe? hicl was announced te take place in May of the

present year.
Not having beard that sunob an examination bas been

held, and feeling somewbt curions to know whetber any
candidates Lave presented themselves from the fifty or
sixty Mechanics' Institutes in this section of the Pro-

vince, I take the liberty of asking yon for information
on the subject.

I notice in the ntember of the Society of Arts Jou~rnal

for May 3 Ist, that the examnntion by that Society for

the present year bad been conclnded, and thiat there

wero tbirty.six. successful candidates for xnoney prizes,
and 653 for first, second and third class certificates.

The subjects for exarninatien were nearly the samne as
contained in the programme cf yenr Board, and embrace

almost every brandi. cf study ef value te practical men.
Ie analysing the occupations cf the varices candidates

to wbom the moeey prizes and certificates were awarded,
1 ied that there were 239 dcks and boek-lceepers, 60
teachers, 137 mecbanics and minufacturers in sixty-four
different branches cf trade, 35 ivar-ehousemen, '28 pupils
cf Institutes, 8 draughtsmen, 14 cheniists, 26 pupils cf

architeets, engineers and surveyors, 24 grocers, dr.ipers
and salesmien, 7 revenue, excise and civil service officets,
7 boolsellers and stationers, and 4 reporters; and the
remaieder were gardeners, letter-carriers, artists, clress-
makers, miners, hotasekeepers, farmers, dentîsts, gaver-
niesses, agents, messeegers, engine drivera, tiînekecpers,
auctioneers, merchants, police constables, and persens
cnagaged in varioes ether industrial pursuits.

1 have ne doubt but the good effected i England by
the establishment cf these examinations bas been very
extcn*sive, as it bas bronght into active operation a weil
digested system cf class education, in coneectien ivith
the varions mechanies' and ether institutes in union
vitLi tbe Society; and lias been Uic means cf affording
instruction annally te some thonsands cf the iduit8
and youths of the industrial classes, ivho, being actively
engagcd ie business, wonld ctherwise have had ne
favorable epportunities of imprevîng their mîeds, and
fittieg themselves for their scveral occupations.

WVe cannet hope te Seo, in eur time, as complote
Orgatnizatiens cf classes by the Institutes bere -as in
E ngland; bot stili, much rnny ho donc if the efforts lire
only made and persisted in; and ien the prýoposed
examinatiens cf the Beard shaîl be successfully carried
out, there is ne donbt but tho holders of ils certificates
cf cempeteecy, proficieecy, &c., in any particular de-
partinet cf study, will posscss very great advantages

ever their fellews, in the ready ebtaining cf emplcyment
at liberal rates cf remuneratin.

Yours, &o.,
A MEmBEri T. M. I.

Toronto, June 18, 1861.

[No candidates effered themiselves at the time appoint-
ed, ewing, ne doubt, te the cernparatively short notice
given by the Board cf the intended examination. We
are inforxned, however, that classes have been organized
in sorne cf the Institutes, with a view te preuaring
themiselves for the next sessien.-ED. JOUR.]

Toronto, 17th May, 1861.

To tlte Ddito- cf thei Journal of thoe Board of Arts and
MAantifticluirc.

Siit,-I ivas very much pleased upen thc receipt cf the
hlay number e? yeur valuable jouneal, te notice a letter
signed "A member T.2M. I." Iam right glad tesec the
gauntlet thus throivn down by your correspondent, for
I arn sure that many ivili unite w1th bim in saying, I
have been aaxiously looking for correspondeelce oeihe
subject as each issue cf the Journal has appeared, but
have so far had te look in vain."~

I eXCeEdingly regret iMr. Editor that s0 machi apatby
should be found te exist aruong these who interest them-
selves in the Meehanies' Institutes cf Upper Canada ;
evidently something needs te bie donc te clethe the Il Dry
Boues" with, life, health, and vignur. There is thc
material Sir, or 1 should rather say (te continue thc
figure) there is the body,-the question is, wlîo shall be
the first te suggest the means of impurting a healthy-tene
te it ? There are, 1 doubt net, many Institutes in thc
Upper P>rovince in geod and successful working order,
and the question naturally suggests itself liow nnd why
they are se ? This question is a pertinent eue, cf consid-
erable importance, innsmucb as they are the exceptien,
instead o? being, as they niit and should be, the rul.
1 feel convinced that if Nwe could get togetlier the mnana-
gers or leading men from the successfnl and from the
unsuccessful Institutes, tint in addition te the know-
Iedge the anc migbt be able te impart te the other, they
would infuse sucb a spirit otindustry and enterprise inte
the indolent and lethargic, as would enable tieni te pro-
secute with. vigeur, that witli which îiey are cennected.

My plan is then, te form fer Upper Canada an union
cf Mýechanies' Institutes, co cf the objects cf which
sheuld bie te meet annnally or oftcner at seme central
place, ie a lcind cf cenference sncb as is snggested by,
-Appendix E, lIand Book ot Mechanies' Institutions,

by W. I. .. Trakice," a copy of wiich yen have in yeur
free Library cf Reference, and sheuld ho in the posses-
sion cf every Institute.

I wiIl clese by proposing two things. First. !hat for
the benefit cf al], yen publish je yeur next number the
above nientioned appendix, and Second, that if tliero are
any institutions ready nnd wtilling te adopt thc proposi-
tien as above, (that cf union), tlîat they ferward toyour
Secretary a statcrnnt to that effect, the cames cf w hiok


