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1892 ........ 77 " 40.20 114.06 the natural article and to get an improved to the-n the Canad-1893......... 78 39.55 123.82 

a.Bt hwamc
1894 ........ 79 38.90 13473 stock would be paying money years in ad- heavier loss-rato than in the previous year1895 ........ 80 38.25 147.46 vance of the crop-picking time. weile the American companies show a1896 ........ 81 37.55 161.60 At ail events our insured friend of ighter one.
1897......... 82 36.85 177.30 

o iltroe1898 ........ 83 36.10 194.56 seventy-two winters is very thankful that RATIO OF LOSS TO PREMIUM1899 ......... 84 " 35.30 214.36 he was induced to buy a good articleAO L T E .1900 ........ 85 34.40 288.55 which, though costing a little more the British Co •1pai88 1885901 ........ 87 32.30 306.02 first ten years, only assesses him $143.10 in Canadian op es-----.. . 68-59 56-64
904 ....... ','89 " 3 1.10 349.69 1887, as against the $76.73 he would have American 56-5 5590•........ 90 28.30 47.54 ad to pay this year on the natural-pre- Al Companies ·............ 66-04 56-57906 ......... 91 26.50 535.47 miuni plan. If he were to stop bis pay- 1886. 1885.907 ......... 92 6"1 24.50 647.26 ments any time he could get paid-up in- British Co8panies...........1136 1001908 ........ 93 " 22.00 737.18 surance equal to nearly all lie has paid to Canadian1 836 1·019 ·0.........95 15.00 100300 the company; but bis next year's cost will American 44 ·· ··· ·.. 1-283 1.011

T - --185 7 be only half the natural premium, and All Copanies 1157 1.002Totale.........143'57' 7198'29 should e livehten years more it will no I.ATIO OF EXPENSES TO PREMIUMS.
Our friend's actua payments, down to doubt be less than a quarter. Two years Caii Companies.............5-5 69-17od including 1887, are given in the third hence e will have paid a total of about American ' ··...... 24-63 23-41olumn. Thereafter the probable cal s are 002 for is nineteen years' insurance as AIl Companies ...-.-.-.-. 26397 23-39bown, assuing that the profits will be on contrasted with $925.33 which the natural Notwithstandi·g the marked improve-but the same increasing scale as hereto- or so-called cheap syste e would have mrent, as compared with 1885, wich there. Ini the final column nothing but the called for. As bis payments are now snall ome companies show, in ratio of premiai tabular cost of each year's death and getting smaller, he continues paying paid to risk carried, the profit outlook forith is give, due to the age attained, with cheerfulness. If he had been upon thei is exceedingy d ; increased exith 8.00 added te cover expenses. It is the other plan bis courage would probably penses and a; inrease of fires bring thepayasyougo column, supposing the have yielded some years ago to is fears expenditure up to 99 per cent. of the prertality to be the same per $1,000 as that of inability to hold out to the end, and al ndiums, where the outlay of the British isthert experienced among insured lives he bad paid in would have been left be- 94, and of the ABerican 81 per cent.this continent. At age 95 only threc hind. It is well knowu that neither the The list of companies transacting iresons, according to the experience table. Assessment nor the natural-premium plan insurance in the Dominion is nearly thee supposed to be alive, out of 100,000 affords any surrender value at any stage, sane as in the previo s year, the nlyosens starting in at the age of ten, and even though the cost in the end be nearly change being the addition of the Connlctiyse three al die in the early part of the five times greater than iy a regular ce cautgFire to the list, which now numbersir; soe that for that years insurance pany, as in the illustration above given. tirty. The total net premi us of 1886vie ba00 to in 8net0premmmsrofr188h on,000 tobis eoirs. The whole cost 

amounted to $4,932,000, insuring $505,000,.the pay-as-you-go, or natural premium FIRE ASSURANCE IN CANADA 000 wher0 in 1885 the re60,u.iswern, is shown to be $7.198.29 for $1,000 of DURING 1886. 4,852,000, covering 1486800emiumseseurance upon a man entering at 56 and --- 2-744 000, but last year 18 swelled tomg until 95. On the regular plan, de- The business of fire underwriting in#24,000,Bd about 150 years ago to overcome the Canada does not appear to grow rapidly 3,286,000.s of the natural systom, the whole pay- more remunerative, nor does the lot ofts for the sam tuie, are shown to be those who follow it seem to become easier TORONTO TRADE FIGURES.roximately, less than 81,500. And yet or pleasanter year by year. Indeed oneamn mnterested parties now cemmend might think that, like the rate of interest The total value of imports at tbe port of
discardd natralpreminm system as a on loans, or like the scale of profit on Toronto for the month of April 1877, is
iap one, morly because it calls for a merchandise, the margin between loss and $1,651,227, as compared with $1,416,474 for
Sess money im tho first ten or fifteon gain in fire ilsurance was being steadily the sane month of 1886. Of tbe iportses. inarrowed. Compacts, as they are called in this year $272,431 worth was free goods.

e h athe States, agreements by mutuals, the Exports amounted to $242,323 in value,ame things are Icheaple and as worth ta'riff of the associated underwriters, even making the aggregate for the month $1,893,.
as they are choap. Excellence and these do not place the business on the re. 550. Among dry goods, woollens show a
biity usually cost soething. Many munerative plane it is expected to occupy. very marked increase and cottons a distinct
s which are natural and cheap ca mbe With a larger business than before, the decline. We give below a comparison ofable by a slight expenditure. "Pay year 1886 closed with a greater ratio of principal articles which go to form the
uble go ad- gha expenityu pa fo Isfire loss than its predecessor. About this total we have mentioned:e go and- get what ye payfor b time twelve-months, we were congratu- Cotton gods Ap'l 1887. Ap'l 1886.
enougl advice, in the abstract but lating the companies upon the fact that the Fancy goods---..........41,193 40,534
a fool would apply it tooe e'fe onYloss-ratiohadbeen reduced from 63 and 64 Hats and bonn9521,32 10,854
Iay's food, or one wook's fuyi o n e 

Silk onnets.......... ,83 51,574h's clothing, or one year's title, at a per cent. respectively, in the two preceding Woollen goods......... 67,193 121,601to a piece of land, on which to erect years to 56J per cent. in the 1885 business.W lgoods----- 17,483 1ual piwefln d What wholealert But here we are confronted with a re- Total dry goods 4.07,035 372,690
able dwelling. W at whoeosal or lapse during 1886 to the former figure, or Books and pamphlets.... 34,072 26,1901merchant erects a warehonse or stere 

Ceai anthracite........ 139,899 157,785terial lasting only for one y wore. This can scarcely be called en. do bituminos.......114,495 97,913
ivestm ony forreiyear, or couraging. Let us look, somewhat closely, Drugs and medicines.... 18788 17,419investe money or credit in busfoae at the figures presented in th Abstract o' Fruit, green and dried.... 27,132 14875

when the market is favorable, whcs Fire Insurance Returns for the Dominion, Iron and steel goodse.....9,240 108,992h knows ho may nt seli for months just issued by the superintendent. We Jeweliery and watches... 30,983 25,829rs ? A mechani, in bnying a tool r must con e s ral nti ou n u uia ntu et ... 1 ,6 ,3

ne, seeks one whose value will still be mscondense groatly in this columin, but Leather goods.. ..... ..,66388 27,853
erable, after years of service lias particulars may be found in the table on Paper goods...........138,343 37,917
aken ont of it; and what farmer buys page 1320. 

Wood goqds ............ 18 ,437 13,417
er or wagon, a plough or agrindter.e 188. Net Losses. Amount Value of exports for the month, of goodst pragonm anyye r ars indnceof' Prem's. insured. the produce of Canada, is $219,612, which

gt paying many years in advance of? 0 Arician 1,'1.0,710 722,6U6 142,6q5,145 is less, by some $10,000, than the sane
g the whole value o ut of the article? Aia. 5 -13 231:190 50,921 3 month last year. The largest item is fieldhat fruit rn arural sl te s pla TeoBtl .compan 3,286,014 85s,773,022 products, 101,678, barley constituting 894,-hrd itr ntrely beappse te reeves htsses ropornion haelsuffered the 131. Next in order is animas and theirîery teesrneel beaus th y e ha'vestloses Pr periontey, and next produce, 65,030, hrses, horned cattle,


