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1. 11,11LFIRST NMOVE.
For miany nuonths the Big Gun lîad been left to hibernate

ini the square enclosed b1w tle buildings of Fort Macleod.
Eveuu when spring carnîe, %%,len the last snow-wreath had

vanished hefore the breatfot the Chinook wind, and the stir
of the y'ear's newu life was feiltiii the land, his sleepy cairn was
uîinterrupted.

But onie day as thue mein were drawn uip for stable-parade,
flie Captain camne out anîd read tîemi a despatcli which mnacle
flîcir hearts heat fast, if was a fragnientuary accounit of tlie
Duck Lake ighft, and tlîereafter there wvas littie day-niîusiîgr
f'or the (junli -e was forever being flîumped about after six
eager, siiîewv hiorses ; or beiiîg uniliinîbered,- n.iot that he was
ver>' linîber ini the conui i eaîing of the word ; flieuul
throaf vould be swabbed out bv raw guîiîers, wlîo gave hii
iiothing fo couigh up ; or thlev ould explode caps wiflu a
mlere irritating siiap w'heiî lie ftdf lie ouglît Io he allowecl w
roar.

There wvas conîtiniuali g to and fro iii tle square in
tliose days. The sliout of tlue guni-se rgeaiîu made echoes
like lîanirner-strokes rattle aîuo iîg the buildinîgs ; and out
beyoiîd the line enclosed by tiiese tiiere wvas actual hanuer-
iîg', and the bite of the adze wvas heard, and the creakino' nid
coughiuîg of saws ; l'or at ecd cornier bastionis were a-build-
iiîg, wil loop-lioles piei'ced through flîcir lev timbers,
wvleuîce onue could watch flic wide prairie. A blaîîketed lndiaîî
scrutîîîized one oUf heîuî for an lîour. - Wliat is if ? " said
the carpenter. 'l'licehindian lîalf-closed lis eyes, and iin
grieved toiles ceclared that if vas -' Badi Medicine."

If this brave hadi tot been spying about the Fort, lie would
have been glad fo stay at tlic Reservatioii, wluere excitemnent
mrade buzziuug suclu as one Iears ini a hive on a sumimer ev'eî-
iuug. The old war-spirif was ramupanît. 'Hie gray)-laired sub-
chiefs luad stories to tell of tlueir ancient prowess, stories
reserved for a comuplete edition of Muiichausen's book. The
young bucks burned f0 do somnetling oui whîiclu fle>' could
base bigger stories. Meaiiwvlile the comiîcillors of the tribe
wifhdrew nightly to secret meetinîgs. Occasional niessengers
rode inu ounfired poluies, briuigiiîg tobacco from Riel, or boast-
iiug that tlhe days of the white muanî were numnbered.

For two years fluere lîad been bravado talk aioiîg the
lIndians of a great coufderacy ; by initiiîg togethier the
tribes wvere to regainu their huitiuîg-grouiuds, anîd wluen the
settlers were driveti away, the buffalo, fî'theht would
return. So Southu Peigaiî and Northu, Blackfoot and Blood,
Kootcîîai and Sioux, Nez Percé, and Flat Head, Gros Vent
anud Stoney, Fox and Snake and Crow, were to gather from
mouuîfaiui and prairie, aud drive fronu flue land tlue white
iuivaders. This w~as flic yearly falk in the Spring ; if began
wheucver the poîîies wvlich iuad been -'skiui-poor " al tue
winter, began f0 caf oUflie youuîg grass, and if reacuied ifs
loudest wvheuu tley - axed fat, and kicked," like Jeshurun.

If is ieedless f0 tell itlî wlat envious eyes (lie young var-
riors looked upon ftie roauiing lierds fliat liad taken the pas-
ture lanuds once coverect b>' fleir hufTalo. Reports came to
the Fort fluat tlîey liad been i'eviviuig uieniories of tlic hunt
by killing caftle,----iiot in hlidden coule cither, but on the
open prairie. For fleic ndiauus the prospect wvas fascinatiug;
the fifty thousauud head of catfle ini fle district seenucd f0 fhem
inniumerable, and frouîî amouîg flic fe thousand horses each
onîe thouglut how %vell lie couild replenisli lus owvn pony-lierd.
For the ranuchiers flie outlook wvas uot jovful, for tlîcir wealth
wvas representeci b>' f ese lierds of catile ; for t hemn the Chi-
nuook %viîds scenied tfo blow just as.kiuidly as for t he buffalo,
coming witlî warin breaili froni the Pacific to clear away' fli
suouv frouuu the foot-huis and the plains. But wluatfi' the iii-
crease wvas ini the enîd Io bc uiiisfrauît onily to Indiauu feast-
iîîg? Moreo\ver, tlic ranîches %wcre far apart, foo lcir f0 allow
flue nuen f0 give help ii eniîergeuîcy f0o one auîotlier. So the
cowboys, and flue settlers on their little scattered farnus were
expectanut, îîot f0 say at'raid, as t he boast s and threats of fhe
Indiaîs vere rcported to tlîeuîî.

On the Reserves, liowce'er, fliere Nvere old nmen wlîo coun-
selled patience, and rcstrained flic warlikc ardor of tlhe would-
be warriors by telliîîg theîîî tlîat Riel was uot yet in power,
and by reminuding tlîeuî of the Government rationi still com-
ing f0 them, beef and flour, 'veek by week, without any pre.

requisite of toil on their part. They observed also that in the
Fort the preparation of "1bad medicine " was going on.

The Fort was a busy place. In the square men hurried
back and forth. The Sergeant would look at the Gunl wheîî
hie passed, and say, I hope thiere is to be work for you, nîy
pet." In the stables a score of horses stood with saddles
girthed. Provisions were ready, so that with pack-horses
a four-days' trip could be begun at any moment by a squad
of two score, more than hiaif the mien in the troop. To anti-
cipate their absence men in the neighbourhood were to be
organized as mounted rangers; anîd an infantry garrison wvas
to be enrolled for the Fort, that the Police might be the more
free to patrol the district.

Thiere are few fluer forces in the world thani that froîîî
which the mien were drawn vvho event ually travelled with the
Big Gun. The>, were iii proportion as onie mani to a huîî-
dred of the I udian population. They had to wvatch the wily
braves. and prevent thenm froin killing cattie, or stealing
hiorses. They ha.ci wo see that no one evaded customis dues,

and, înost uinpleasant dt>' of ýail, to capture whiskey smutg-
glrs and dealers ; this ini a towil into which wvas flowing
a lierpetual tide of cowboys, freighiters, huil-ptinchers, ranch-
ers. rnule-skiniiers, and sometime. i niers and prospectors,
ail of whomi were %villing to, pay high prices for spirituious
exhilatration. They wvere brave fellows, these men of the
Mounted Police ; thev uised to latigh and make arrests wvhile
the lusireless eyes of loaded Winchesters wvere turned upon
them by irascible friends of' the liorse-thieves.

Tfle daily troubles of the Big Gui began on the da), %,lenî
despatch told of the Duck Lake filht. That wvas the open-

in- of tlhe l-alf-Breed Rebelion of 1885. Tefieindians camped
on the Mokoanis River, jusi. fourteen miles from Fort Mac-
leod, liad the iewvs by their runiiers twvo days before it canme
to tlhe Police by telegraph and courier. Soon every Indian
tribe, eveîî to the South Peigans anîd the Crows, knev that
wvar lîad beguti, anidliîad received Riel's final invitation to
have part inii i. The), were deliberate about smoking the
tobacco lie sent ; thev ail waîîted to be on the wining side.

Thle question, What wvas aIl this commotioni about ? is
quite likely to interrupt the story here. First of aIl, then,
let it be knowvn tlîat the Half-Breeds iin the North hiad many
grrievances :flhe methods of surveying their district perplexed
them; they believed that there wvas favoritism ini the placing
of Governimcnt coutracts; tlîey coulci îot get fitles to their
lands. Theni let it be understood that they hiad made appeals
by letter and pefition to the Governuient ; and wheîu these
failed had sent a deputatioîu wluch brotight back promîises,
for - ight are words, and lightly spoken." In the enîd whien
they fouincitbcmselves tunîoticed, anîd the promises unful-
filled, fhey thotiglît of Louis Riel and called hinm to their aid.
Tlueir desire wvas to have suclu an agitation that tlhe sweil
of its waves miglît beat upon the tlîreshold of the big houses
for talking at Ottawa. The agitation wvas to be constitution-
ail ; but they were like clîildren ini tleir quick inudignuation
against whiit they considered the injustice of their treatment
by the Goverîiment.

The Half-Breeds tell of the war's beginning thus : Onue
day an official of the Hudson's Bay Company passed through
a settiemnent, comiîug fronu the east, and the men queried
eagerly, IlAre we to hear fronu the Government ?" It may
be said parenthetically, that this wvas not a polific question,
for one of their grievances was that the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany took Goverîînient coîîtracts, for a price, theni gave flic
people w~ho filled them haîf a price, paying the samne not
with money but wîth double-priced goods. Moreover it wvas
a current joke that this man had drowned several inquiries
in Hudson Bay runi ; there are those who say that it is very
potent liquor iii which to drowîî care and weariness, and the
iuquiring spirit. Vas if ikely if these thiîîgs were so, that
this official should greatly rejoice iii the agitation wvhich wvas
likely to bring inivestigafors thirsty only for facts? Maybe
his wishi fathered the fhoughft, for hie said, IlYes, you will
liear froni the Governimer, ; you will get an answer in bull-
ets." That sentence wvas like the strikiîîg of tlue match ; it
set the laine of rebellion leaping.

The men were silent and dismayed. It vas tbuiîd iii Riel's
state papers that an order at once went forth to seize the
stores at Duck Lake belouuging to those wvho werc loyai f0
the Goverument. About the saine time teams sent titither
from Fort Carlton to bring in supplies, were confronted by
armed men. At this news Major Crozier advanced frorn
Carlton with fifty-five men of the Police force, and forty-


