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ON THE MOLL.

Dear Sir,—TI herewith =end you some ob- .
servations on the mole leaving vou to add the
scientific names to the linde animals mentioned
turther on,

I believe that very lew people know how ;
voracions the common mendow maole is.
have reml stories lulul by Indians abont the:
Cure ,auuu, or Waolverine l\l"lll" wand cating two !
maose in i single night, bt my donht Thave
heen ahinost (lu~|u'|lod by witnessing the glut-
tony of this little creature.

Une day last week (wo White-bellied or
Woud Mice were canghit in o Jrp i | eannat
sty whether the maole or the mice were o mwlu
first bt iy the evening one living mole s
found in the trap, and two full Erown \\mnl
mice, dead, one of the latter ln-lu;.z abont half
vaten, llm evening of thul same day, the
mole wius placed in an old lmodry Tosiler il
the ('Illll'(‘ desul monse given to ity which by,
mourhing was entively caten hones and all ex
cept. the hair. We then gave the mole a large’

at just killed, when it at onee proceeded 1o,
cat ont its eyes, and h_v 4 o'clock next after-
noon oue gide of the rat’s hewd, bone, together
with the brains, were caten, uml strange to
say the mole looked no larger.

The Indinns of Hudson Bay say that the,
Carcajon, after eating oue moose, squecses .
himselt” between two  trees, which  process
packs what he has devoured wid mnkes room :
for moose No. 2; be that as it iy, our mole

had no chance for any such cheatng, but did

ull by fair eating. Our curiosity was aronsel to

know by what means a mole or shrew could !

kill mice which were lnrger that itself; so
fonr Jarge mendow mice ln.-m-' procared, |lw\'
were placed ju the boiler with ‘the wole, which
as soun as it met o mouxe, showed Ilghl bt
the mon=e knocked it away with its front feet
and leaped as fur wway as it coull, The mgle
from the firet seemald not 10 see very plainly |
and started nround the boiler at a lively rate
reaching and ecenting in all divections with i
its long uose like a pig that lms broken into o
back yard and smelly the swill barrel.  The
mice seemerd ferror stricken momentarily rising
on taeir hind legs, looking for some place to
esenpe leaping about »-qm-nl\mtr in their cflorts
to keep ont of the way of the mole which
prsuedd them (.onstﬂnll) The mole’s mode ol
attack was Lo scize the mouse in the region of
the throat.  This it Jid by turning its hiead ns
it sprang at the mouse, at the same time utter-

Vi killend 5

H ing o chattering sound.  The mice would
strike at, and uwullv knock tire mole away
with lhun' front feet but if the latter ot n hold
of 1t monse, it would then fry to bite, sl they
would lxulh tumble abont like dogs it a h-'hl
- The little chap at Inst attacked Jone mouse ‘and
kept with it, and in about ten minutes had it

but even hefore it was dend the mole
wnnnonwul eating il8 eves aml face.  About
ten minutes later the mole had devonrad .l.II
the head of the mouse and continued to eq
Fhave eaptored and eagad several moles lhlh
“winter md they all :hepl.u' the same untiring
mreedy natare, Acconding 1o my obervations
the lule wammal umder consideration eais
ahout twice or three times its own weight of
foad every 20 hours and when we umsulvr
tlml their’ principal food (.ulhhl. of’ inscets, it

s quite ln-\\lhl(-lm-r to imagine the myriads
e must destroy ina year. " I think they are
quite likely to Kill huinlrals of inseets more
; then they need 10 eat, amongst which there
. may I’ many of omr greatest pests, vet
many people destroy moles and hats at every
; upportunity, buth o whicli may be numbered

-:llllun"\t onr most beneficial and harmless
creatures. 1 would here like to wention that
: T think whoever kills a tord is doing wrong as

.(h(-\' aleo live upon insects, 1 once saw a
“de] one that a wiggon wheel had crushed,
and to ali appearcnce "its stomach mnst have

i contained at that time about a seore of potato

beetles besides other inscets.

* Jonx A. Morbey,

Hyde Park, Oni., 8 Dee, 1888,

NESTING O THIE COMMON RAIL
(Porzina Carolina), Niell.

Axzuming that, some aceount of the nesling,

: and other habits of this bird may be m(crtstm-'
to your remders, I send you a fow remarks

in ro"'ml fo my experience during the past

. senson. '(u'pung stufled specimens seen in
ditterent colleations, I had never noticed one
of them in our part of the conutry, until
the evening of the last of July of the present
year. In the cevening while retarning from my
farm — Wildiwood — which lies on the north-
west of this corporntion, I got & glimpse of &

strange bird running along the edge of o pond.
The farm is near the lmc, which is a continn-
ation ol the Munin Streel of this town and ad-
jacent are & number of amall ponds formed
by excavating clay for brick-making. Some




