A BEAUTIFEL SERMON

ON THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

Preache¢d by the Rev. Father MceGuarry,
¢ 8.C., of 8t Lanrvent College, In
St. Mary’s Parish Chnrch on
Sunday, 30th April,

 An angel was sent by God to a clty of
Ga!flee called Nazareth, to Mary, a virgin
espoused 0o 8 man whose name was Joseph,
And having entered the house, the anghl said
to her: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with
thee, blessed art thon amongst women."”

Here is an extraordinary picture pre-
sented to our minds. An humble virgin
in the attitude of prayer in an humble
dwelling, and yet, the eyes of Heaven
were fixed npon her, The brightness of
an angel of God lit up her presence and
the voice of the angel fell upon her ear,
and what he said really astonished her,
for the goapel narrative adds that she
was disturbed at that extraordinary salu-
tation : * Hail, full of Grace.”

But, my brethren, we cannot doubt the
truth of these words, because they are
from the lips of God and were put on
the tongue of the angel. They were
dictated by God Himgelf to be spoken
by His messenger to this favored
creature.  'Why this extraordinary em-
bassy ? Why these extraoxrdinary words,
said to a& person that seems io be any-
thing but extraordinary, an humble
maiden in her sixteenth year, unknown
to the world, almost unheard of, who had
Eassed her life in the temple; the world

new her not. Oh! my brethren, those
whom the world know much of are not
8o much thought of as those- who hide
themselves in order that they may walk
continually in the presence of God. *

But the angel brought to this humble
virgin an extraordinary message. He
told her she was about to become the
mother of the Messiah, that she had
found favor with God, and that the Son
of the Most High would be born of her,
and she would be his mother. This is
the whole explanation. It is the mission
to which God had destined Mary. It is
the office for which he had chosen her
from all eternity.

We read in the Holy Scripture, that
when ' Almighty God gave the tables of
the law to hie servant Moses, he caused
a tabernable to be built, in which those
tables of the law were to be kept. He
Himself designed the architecture, and
chose the material with which it was to
be built. It was made of the most pre-
cious wood and lined with the most
pure gold. It was kept and guerded
with the most sacred reverence, and so
great was God’s sanction of that rever-
ence, that when the people of Israel
were going from one place to another, a
man fearing that the tabernacle would
fall, put out his hand to austain it, His
hand was not & consecrated hand, and so
did God sanction the reverence of the
tabernacle, that the man. was stricken
dead on tixe spot, because, with an un-
connecrated hand he had dared to touch
it. This tabernacle only contained the
tables of the law. And when God
destined that this tabernacle should find
s resting place, because it was carried
from place to place and sometimes when
the people of God were defeated it was
captured by their enemies;  the time
coming when God destined the taber-
necle to rest, he raised up & man and in-
fused into the soul of that man a wisdom
that surpassad the wisdom of all men be-

_ fore him, and all who came after, & man
who was to build a resting place for that
tabernacle, & man that was to build a
temple, & sacred spot Where that taber-
nacle was to be kept—that man was
Solomon, whom God raised to such wis-
dom. and power, that no other king
eguall him,
<. But here, my brethren, there is not a
-question of building & temple for the
tables of the law. exre is a question of
building » tabernacle for the Law-giver
Himself, and Maker of Life; of building
s tebernacle for ‘God, in which the
Divinity will reside really and truly
-united to our humanity, and that taber-
naole is the soul and body of Mary. God

*. himself built that tabernacle, by his

. own -power he built it, and the holiness

and reverence-in which the first taber-
nacle .was kept, and its riches simply
figured the Mother of God, as.all the
figores of the Old Testament have their

- reality in thenew. .. = ...

- ~“How', greal then must haye been the

- AR f Mary!: . 'God himself waa her

constructor.” Her.sanctity was outlined,
perfected, completed and crowned' by the

‘thand of the- Creator, in order that she

would become & living taberpacle,
worthy of containing her very Creator.

No wonder the angel of God thought
how the sanctity to which this privileged
creature was raised. He stood before
her with awe, and saluted her as a won-
der even to his angelic eyes. He saw in
her transcendent beauty, which nobody
could equal. He saw the transcendent
beauty of angels as they were formed in-
to hierarchies, and hierarchies into
choim. He saw their transcendent
beauty, he knew they were creatures, he
saw in the words of St. John, “Towns
we ourselves will one day view.” Par
ticipating in the nature of God himself,
the glory of the soul of Mary was for
him an object of awe. It transcended
the sanctity of angels, and the arch-
angel bowin§ lowly betore her, eaid:
“ Hail, full of Grace.”

Yes, my brethren,she was full of grace,
She was fall of grace and for good
reasons. Becanse she came in contact
with the very fountain of grace. Just as
we see the crystal waters of & fountain,
the nearer the waters are . to the source,
the more bright and pure the waters are,
and the less they have of corruption and
alloy with them. And Mary is the very
fountain head of creation, in all its
transcendent beauty.

The author, the very throne of grace is
Jesus Christ himeelf as God; the very
instrument of grace is Jesns Christ him-
self a8 man. .

But, my brethren, in Jesus Christ there
wag human nature and divine nature,
united by the most perfect union, that
even the creative power of Himself could
devise or execute. The grandeur of
nature may strike us 8 something extra-
ordinary. The_ different creatures in
nature may strike us by their extra-
ordinary power and qualities. The
grandeur of the orbs that roll over our
heads, strike us with msjesty and awe,
and even the grandeur of man, whom
philosopbers call = little world in him-
gelf, is something extraordinary. Bat
the world and man, whom God msade the
high priest of nature, these are not the
master-piece of his oreation. Even
choirs of angels, with glorious privileges
and prerogatives, they are not the mas-
ter-piece of creation. Even Mary, whose
sanotity and greatness we have tried in
vain to fathom, she is not God’s master-
piece. The master-piece of creation, my
brethyen, i8 the sacred bumanity of
Jesus Christ. But God in the produc-
tion of this master-piece, associated with
Himself the Blessed Mother of Jeaus
Christ, and aa truly a8 God is the Father
according to His Divinity, 80 ia Mary
trnly His mother according to His
humanity, Both togetber then,God and
Mary, produced the man Jesus Christ,
the master-piece of God's oreation. Yes,
my brethren, a8_when God created the
earth, it was sterile, dark, and surrounded
by water, at His command, the waters
rolled back, and darkness disappeared.
And God told the earth to produce trases
and plants, and flowers, and hexbs, an
the “earth produced them so, my
brethren, by the mysterious power of the
Holy Ghost, Mary gave birth to the Son,
to Jesus Christ made man, the Second
‘Person of the adorable Trinity, and the
most perfect soul the creative 'power
could ever produce animated the body
of Jesus Christ, and the most perfect
body that ever became the clothing of a
gsoul, became_ that of Jesus Christ, be--
-cauge that body was lighted up bg_ His
Divinity and almost ‘rendered divine
though it still remainéd human.* And.
in this great work Mary was the helper:
‘of Almighty God. Almighty God des-
cended to 1ift her up to do his own work
with Him. No wonder the angel sees in
her .what he never saw in any other
-creature.

* Now then, my brethren, the beauty
and grandeur of Mary’s soul, we know
that it must have been aomething ex-
traordinary since (God destined her for
such an’ extraordinary mission, and God
Himself prepared her for that extraor-
dinary miesion. We would say, if we
might speak thus, that it was God’s duty
to prepare & worthy mother for His aon.
Weo must think that she was great, ox, as
an old theologian putsit: “It was be-
.coming that God -would prepare for Him-
self a mother who ‘would surpass ail
mothers. He.was .able to do- what be-
came Him to do, therefore God did what
He should do.” And-'8t, Thomas saya
thers ‘are three things we cannot con-

ceive anything greater ‘God “oculd do.
God coula not give the blessed in-heayen

i

a greater happiness than He givea them,
becuuse He gives them Himaelf. He
scould not creste n greater work than the
Sacred Humanity of Jesus Christ; and
He could not create & greater mother for
His Divine Son than He did, becanse
God does all things with great wisdom,
and the wisdom of God demanded thut
for His own Divine Son a tabernacle of
that divinity, he would make a taber-
nacle surpassing all tabernacles that ever
were or ever could be.

When we consider Mary’s soul, not
even the son! of Eve can be compared
to it. Eve was to be the mether of sor-
row, and Mary the mother of joy, there-
fore was Mary created above Eve; not
only free from original sin, but transcend-
ently above Eve, even in her primitive
innocence. Now then, my brethrea, we
consider the soul and the graces poured
into that sonl, sanctifyving grace of bap-
tism, and again, the seven gifts of the
Holy Ghost in confirmation, and the ex-
traordinary holiness in Holy Communion,
and many other graces conferred upon
creatures. But Mary received all thesg
al once, and in their filness, and this is
why the Archangel saluted her ¢ Full of
Grace.” The three theological virtues,
Faith, Hope and Chnrity, ever existed in
ber soul in an extraordinary degree.
Her soul was ornamented by the seven
gifts of the Holy Ghost, wisdom, under-
standing, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,
piety, and fear of the Lord; the four
cardinal virtnes of prudence, justice,
temperence and fortitude, also were or-
naments of her soul, by which she was
ever governed. She was the mirror of
all virtues. Of her humility, St. Bernard
even places it above her vhginity, and
he says it was not 80 mueh her virginity,
her immaculate purity, that drew down
the Son of God, 2¢ much as her un-
fathomable humility. Fivery virtue that
could adorn a creature, we find in Mary,
and find them in herin a tranacendent
way.

Is it not a consoling thought to us,that
when God was preparing & mother for
His Divine Son He was also preparing a
mother for us, and that the last will and
testament of Our Blessed Lord dying
upen the cross was to bequeath His
mother to us as our mother ? And to-day
when we have been trying to understand
the transcendent virtues of Mary, we
also try to sonnd the praises of our own
mother. Asshe loved her Divine Son
with tender love, whom she brought
forth without sorrow, she loves us be-
cause she brought us forth in the pangs
of sorrow at the foot of the cross. Bhe
brought us torth by a spiritual birth, and
we became her spiritual children.

Let us then lift up our souls to her
this day of her festival, with confidence,
and ask her to lift up those innocent,
virginal, pure, humble, immaculate and
maternal hands in which she held her
Divine Son, ¢ whe holds the world in the
hollow of His hand,” to obtain for us
fidelity in the service of Jesus Christ.
On this feast of Our Lady of Good
Counsel, ask her to whisper the good
counsel into our souls, as counsel is one
of the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost, and
by thia gift we are able to discern and
gelect the surest path to reach heaven
and surest means to continue in_ that
path. Look at the picture of Our Lady
of Good Counsel. Her Divine Child
whispers the counsels to be given to her
children. Let us have confidenoe, then,
not only to-day on her feast, but every
day of our lives let us invoke her. Ged
has given her as a protectresa for this
parish, and every person inthe parish
should invoke her every day of their
lives, in all undertakings, whether
gpiritual or temporal, that they may

salvation of their own souls, and the
honor of Our Lady of Good Counsel.

Cm——————

Spring medicine and Hood’s Sarsaparilla

2re EyNONYmMOous terms, sopopular is thisgreal
medicine at this eeason.
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A Scotchman waited upon one of the
most celebrated teachers of the German
flute, desiring to know on what terms he
would give him & few lessons, ' The flute
player informed him that he charged
two guineas for the first month and one
guinea for the second. “Then,” replied
the Scot, “I'll begin the second month.”

DEAFNESS CURED.
S1ng,~For yeais I was: troubled with deal-
ness, and last wintercould scarcely hear at ail.
On applylng Hagyard’s - Yellow O1l it restored
‘my hearing and I'now hearas well as anyone.:
MEs, TUTTLR QoOK, Weymonth, N. 8. ..
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which i1s now in high
repute the world over.
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UMORS OF THE BLOOD, SKIN AND SCALP
whether itching, buraivg, bleeding, acaly, crust
»d, pimply, blotohy, or copper-rolored, with losa ot
hair, either slm?lo, scrofulous, hereditary, or conta
flops, are spoudily, permanent!y, econowmically, and in-
allibly cured by the CUTICURA REMEULIER cansist-
lag of CUTICURA, the great Skin Cure, CUTICURA
SOAP, an axrgmuo Skin Purifier and Beantifier, and
CUTICURA RESOLVENT, the new Biood and skim
Purifier and greatest of Ilumor Remedies, when the
best ph&lioianl and all other remedies fell, CUTI.
CURA REMEDIESare the only infailivle blnodand skin
purificrs, and dsl,y effoct mare great cures of blood
and skin dieeases than all other remedies combined.
Sold everywhers. Pries, CUTICURA, 760; BOAP,
36n; RESOLVENT, 81.60, Prepared by the POTTER
BRUG AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION, Boston,
a8,
Send tor * How to Cure Blood and Skin Diseases.

&% Pimples, blackheads, chapped and oily skin B3
prevented by (uoTiouBa Boar. "

[
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Dackache, kidney paing, weakness ard rheu-

matism relieved in one minute by the celebrsted
UonicoRA AXTI-PAIN PrasTee  80c,
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T. C. O'BRIEN,
231 87T. LAWRENCE 8T.
{Near _s_t._ O%Q'Ef"“e‘) :

‘Have Just recelved my New Stook of the
best linea of 8hoes, inoluding

Ladies’, Children’s and Men's Wear.
QREAT BARQAQ% QOOD VALUE.

Hstablished 1850.

J, B, WALKER

WOooD
Engraver & Designer

181 St. James §

MONTREAL.

Guardian Ins, Co.’s
Building.

a Day Sure.

Send meyonr aliress and I wilt
Wt slow You huw to mike §3 & day; nbsolure-
ly sure; I furmish the work and teach
you free; you work in the locality where
{ . n:{nmln yaar ?‘l‘lm“ and 1
; ully;
.b::, ldnugun!nk a eé:’r pr‘nﬂt of §3 for
: Ty day's work; ataolutel H ¥
¢ fail 10 write to-day, ¥ wurei den’s

A ddregs A. W. KNOWLES,*

- _WIND ,0nt,
W—stablariy SO O
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TRUSSES,  ABDOMINAL BELTS
. ELASTIC STOCKINGS, &, = -
P, MOCCORMACK & CO.,

COR. MGTLL 'and NOTRE DAMR SV,
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