
and unthankless business,
e'and if it wan't that 1've

'i I got My eye ott tl'e
Registeràliip ofour coun-

j try when old WiI.herspoûn
pegs out, and lie miust lie

______ _well on to seventy-five
now, I'd just as soon quit.

I've worked hard for the part)' ail my life, and it's time
they wvas dofrig somiething for mce. 1 don't count being a
M.P.P. bccause it Costs ye so mnuch to get elected, and
ivhat with the tinte ye lose right in the busy part of the
season and the price of liquor, there aint much nioney
inito it. But I did calculate tlîat îvhen tie bouse bust
up Pd be free of politics for the sumtnier anyway. Howv-
lever, to day 1 got a letter from the W'ayback Liberal As-
sociation) saying that they'd appointed nme a delegate to
tie Liberal Convention in Ottawa next mith. Durti it
ail ! I darsn't refuse or thcy'd send somte otiier feller
itistead whiclî would get a dlaim onto the party, and per-
baps get the nomnination next election and then 1
wouldn't have no show for tic Rcgistership. Tlicy don't
say nothing about paying my expenses. No, of course
tliey expect mie to put up for the hionor of the position.
WVeil, 1 guess I got to stand it, but it makes me tired I
tell ye.

And what's the use of it al] anyway ? I've been at
these here conventions afore and yelled and hollered and
drinked whiskey and spoke nîy iittlc piece about hoiv
the party was ail united and harnionious and bound to
get tliere-but what good did it do? Thie leaders had
tic whole tbing cut-and-dried, and if au' feller had any
anieddment to spring on us, bie was labored with and told
to set down and uiot to say nothing that was going to
spoil the harmiony of the occasion. And you bct hie
done it. The convention'Il bc run just like Mowat runs
lus Govertnicut. The leaders 'Il get together and draîv
out a platform and tell the rest of us to vote for it and
give no hack talk. Weil, I aint kicking. 1 want that
Registership, begosh! That's wlîat V'ni aftcr. And thîe
test of the delegates ail bas their private snaps. Sorte
of 'cm; wants offices for theirselvcs, or there friends. Sonie
has Government contmets, or would lîke ta get eni;- and
soine is young sprouts of iawyers that just wants to niake
theirselves solid wvith the party so's ta get clients.

Weil now, suppose soxue crank, like Waters goes there
and gets up to propose a amieudîient suicl as Womian
Suffrage, or Frec Trade, or the Single Tax, is it lîkely
thiat us practical politicians is g<ing to back lmi up and
offcnd the leaders of the party? Notnmuch. Therewiill
be a rush to see which can sit on hini first, so as to please
the big men wvhich run the show.

Thîis being so, wiîat's the use of a convention at al?
I don't se why Laurier and Cartwright and Mowat and
two or three more, wbiçh reaily bas ail the say, c.ouldn't

just meet togethcr quietly and fix the prograni to suit
tlieirselvcs, and let us know throughi the Glob'e what our
policy iz. to be. It would save us a lot of needless
bother.

I expresscd th is view of the case to Hardy aftèr hie hiad
opened with a corkscrewv somie ncw brands of stationery
which lie wished mie to examine.. <'I'his here conveni-
tion business," says I Ilis ail nonsense. Here's luck !
What's the sense of taking us fellers away from our farnis
in the busy season - that's blamecd good stuff-just to go
throughi the mnotions of voting-iio, 1 neyer take water lii
mine-on a platforni that's ail fixed upon already, and
you won't allow us to change-Thanks 1 don't mind if
1 do !-you must takec the public for durtied fools."

Hardy laugtied and poured himsell out anc-ther four
fingers siraight.

lié1

Il Me do,>' says lie, 'Haven't you found out that be-
fore? Why, mny dear Guffy, the begitning and the enid
of statesmnanship is a thorough Itealîzation of the great
truth tiîat the public ire fools and must lie tTeated ac-
cordingly. Soime must bc treated to p)romises ; some to
taffy and hi-hfialutin talk about principlc ; some to
whiskecy. Ha! lia ! Nothitug personal, 1 assure you, nîy
dear sir."

I kind of suspicion lie did mnean sonîctiugi. personal
thougli, but I acceptcd bis apology and let hlmi fill up
nîy glass, for lie does keep mîighity good liquor.

And about tlîat Reg-istersiiip," says 1.
"Olt, tlîat will be ail right, I assure you. Tiierc wvill

be othcr claimiauts, of course, but M, P.P.'s always have the
prclerence-that is, those wli. t like you, have aiways
voted in accord with the wishc&. èt thicGovcrniment. By
the way, I want to tell you a good jokec about a vacancy
we filled the othier day. There *_ycrc about two dozcn
applicants, and wve'd de6înitely-*Ppnised it to about half
of thern. W'e put it off as lon3, 'ýtî possible, but finally we
had to niake a choîce. ý%'Vn't there sortie kicking
though antiong the nmen that g6tk-ft? I was in Mowat's
office the day after. Qule of the fellows camne in. He
wvas as crazy as a bcd-bug

'11Sir Oliver,' says hie, ' you've treated mie shamefully.
Didn't you promise the place to mie?' « Oh%, ne, rny
dear sir !' said Mowat in his blau.dcst toues, 'Yoi miust
have iiiisunderstood nie. 1 aditi that under other cir-
cumstanccs your dlaim wvould have becen aut exccedingly
strong one, but on investigation wc found your appliea-
tion ivas miade actually before the death of the former
occupant of the position, and it ivas the unaninlous f~el-
ing of the Cabinet that we could nlot cncouragc s.ucli
highly undecorous precipitancy.'
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