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THE REVIEWER.

COLONIZATION AND ‘G[-I“IST'ANITY.
nY WILLIAM HOWITT. 7

’lhe history of Europequoiomﬂmon is one of the darkest bodies.

ehapters in the annals of shafmaa eridle. Et is writtan thréazhoat
with weeping, luaentation, "and<blood.” Tt discloses'a series Pf
atrocities, perpetrated on {a‘ largér "scale, and inflicting a greaterj
sum. of miscry than any ot‘.ler eVEiit : gn ‘record.  Uitherta it has
been but illegibly written ; ;athe trathy Has been told but in part ; -a
dark mantle has been thfowa: over.: ‘the misdeeds of L!xrope&n
colonists, and the work of oppressxon, treache ry, and murder, has
in consequencc pmceeded vnchcckcd Tew. have troubled lhem-
_selves to inquite after fiets whzch coulil be gathercd by labonm.s
d:‘lwcncc only. The benévoient hnve been occu[wd bj" more pa]—
pdble and ‘hetter understood” cases of grievance. . Evils, oe-;
curring’ beneath their eye and CLummg their dmlv notxf:, have en-
gaged thc1r sympa;hy and exertion,’while the wrongs “of dust:mt
teibes, t.h" worse ‘than Mac hiavelian, poh y to ‘which" the) hme
beén subjected the unbl lushing invasion of their rights ; and the
mwurderous rigor wxm which the outbreaks of their resentment ‘have.
beaii ghecked, have been palitated and jus stified under a thou.mnd
preiexts. The | proo.e»,s of discovery has in con;equence been
warked by the misery and waste of human life. Ivery step whlch
civilized than has taken in- advan..e of his former posxtlon has ang-
-mented the sum of' sozial mx;ery, and broug!xl new victims (o the
shrinz of mammon. A dnrk line may be traced between the bar-
barous and the civilized —a fit emecm of.the sa"t'ermgs o[' the’ one
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party and the cnmes of the othez' - S
Prior to: experxence it mucrht h:we ‘been antncipnted thnt the pw
snncefofa\cwﬂlzed pcop.e on thn con‘incs of a barbarous tnbc
would have ‘been"tos tbeiat{e; a harbm"e* of unmned oogd —tlmt
a*the cgntact“of sthe ohe . wnh the other would havé been' 50 el
j:e]enr gmn Ao the canse of -haman happmess and virtde ,——thut the
dem zeas ofthe ('orext would have been rm:.ed in the scale ofmtel‘
X }went cus;enec and have frathered from their xisitors the arts
which embel]xsh soclal'lif; lifg, an and thc,grmgxg}cs angd hopes. which. give;
tdignity t¢tian. *The reverse of all this, ‘however, -has been the
fict- Tha white man’s presence bas becn the omen and pk Sdgg
“of coming woe. “Dark shadows have been- threwn upon the i‘L-
. tare, and lmtory, has soon to]d, in brief and uh]omted hagments,
of numerous tribes t‘nt have wasted away, heart-broken, yet. un-
pmnd, beneat’(l‘hls sway: So umfo;m has boen the resalt, that,—
as i3 not uncofnmbh—‘-a theory bas Decn devised to account for
- and Justlfy, the Wlde-spreadmm calamn} "The ordination of Di-
vine Providence,—a. providenice; " éver just ard kind=-has' been
'lreprescnted as mecting its flfiiment in the erection of an altur’ to
Maloch, at which miflions of burean victims have bled. Man has
impiously appeuled to-the,purposes of his Malser in vindication_ of||¢
_his ownatrocities. He bHas.pointed ta the squulid forms, and sorrow-
stricken coanten'mces,,, and decreasmg noinbers “of ‘Aboriginal
- tribes, as.a; pmctlcnl illustration ¢f the. deswn of that Being who is
! th(; I‘uther . of the - spirits of  all flesh.’ + Iithumnan ‘and revolting
OPII'UQHB bave  been uttered on this sitbject by men standing high
among;st us ,w-opxnlons that bear g character it is painful to desig-
nate,gnd *from which every. hutane and honorable mind must re-
'cml*’mth horror It bas not: often been our lot to meet with'a
passage “of more barefaced and' cold-blooded barbarity than the
following ; -which eccurs in the account of Sir John Ross’s Sccond
Voyane to . the Arctic-Regions. . The man who could pen the
language is notlxl\ely to bave been a benefuctor of any uncultivat-
ed tribes he v!sued Our brendy was as odious as our pudding to
* our Esqmmaux .vnentors, and they have yet therefore to acquire
¢ thez}aste wh\ch has, in ruining the morals, hasteried the extermi-
5natmn of their American neighbours to: the Southward, If, how-
¢ ever, these tribes must. ﬁnully disappear, as seems there fate, it is
* at least better that they should die gradua!ly by the force of rum,
‘ thzm that they should be exterminated 'in masses by the fire and
“ gword of the Spanish conquest since there is some pleasure,
* suclias it is in thie mean time; while there is also a voluntary but
* slow snicide in exchange for murder and’ robbery? Isit not the
* fate of the savage and the uncivilized on this- earth to give way
* to the more cunning and the better informed, to knowled«e and
« civilization 2 " It is the order of the world, and the right one ;
* nor will ali the lamentations of a mawkish plniamhropy, with its
* more absurd or censurable. efforts, avail ofe jot against an order
¢ of thingsas wise as itis assuredly established.” The spirit which
dictated this passage has been extensively prevalent amongst our
countrymen, but few have had sufficient bardxhood to avew it in
an eq'ually uanblushing manner, R
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A new era, however, has recently commenced. It hus had.its
origin in varvious canses, among the- mest prominent of which we
place, tiie agitation of the slave question,” and the fuller and more
aceurate information respecting the condition and wrongs of Abo-
rl ginal tribes, obtained from the agants of. Jifforent- I\hsswuarg
Placed on the’ outskirts of cxvxhzed life the Christian
Jwissjonary has been a witness of the misdeeds of hig coumrymen,
.and has fmhful!y reported them at home. ~I'bis has been eqda]lv
the case in the West Indiss, ia Aftica, :md the' South Sea.
Wherever commerce has- pushed her specu]alnons, the unlued
’mlSSlOIldl‘_)’ has trod, and as do earnest of the’ t:pmtual blessmﬂs Tte
panted to communicaté, has raised a proteatmg voice’ a«amst the
Iperfidy and oppression practised on the natives. £ In every dis-
“tantscene ofour ¢rimes,” M. Howntt truly rcmarlxs, < the is-
¢ sionaries have stepped in between us and ths just vengcance of
‘he:we\, between us and tho. political pums.lmcnt of our own

¥ absurd and'wicked policy, between us and the miserable natives.’
For’ a long time their veports were disregarded. Interested mt-
nesses ' appeared ' against them “Their motives ‘wore impugned, |[°
then getions were 1msrepres¢nted They were spoken of as the
’gnemxes of their coun.n)n-en and fhe’ disturbers of colonial peace.
{ The “andacity with, which _their stafements were denied, shook
’ﬂar a time the - confidchce’ even of their friends, whiie the danger
thxch was threatened to the pcrma'len.,e of their labors, induced
many temporizing suppnrtu:. to cxpress a wish, that they would
ba more rescrved in their communieaticns, and confine themselyes.
moro strictly to their qpmtunl funcijona. Happﬂy they spurned
the uuworthy counsel Their r cmonstranees "bocame mororfre-
quen'H and more loud.” They were repmled lh:ounh evil rcport,
'4nd lhrou«m vood ¥e Eo“t uumzl at.lcnr'ﬂm nalton s car was framed
Land even‘*s]ugguh gt'ltesm?eh Swere compﬂled fo bestn; _the;n§a.VGs.
Of’ﬁunmproved \state oF tbmrrs thc velume: bet’ore us Is. un dgmest
We me somewhnt at ulos: to know howto treat: 1t Its mu]hf.mous
t‘x%tl deep]y mterestmn' c]etaJa, tonet‘xu with thc healthl: ul 'md Inuh-
toned’ spmt which pre"qacs it, entitle itto a farr more ettended notice
thﬁn our’ limited ‘epace admits "of. In»our® despun of ‘doing it
T sgce we arc haif d:sposcd to cont°r.t ourseives with a brxef and
& s?"“hmr*y" Tecbmmsndaifon “of it to ot ronders. Bl
shrink frord this summmary precedure as unjust-to our own feclums
and unsuitable to 2 Journal which is spécially devoted to whatcver
promises to advance the well-being,—social, political, and reli-
gious,-—of overy section of the human family. We shall thieré-
fore endeavour however'in: xdequatcly, to make our readers ac-
rquainted with the waork in que.anon. ‘Mr. Howitt’s voltine is de-
signed to lay-open, in a popular and attractive f'urm, the evils with
which. Lnropenn calonization - -ias been frauvlu to the Aboriginal
tnhes in whese ncighbourhood: we have scttled. 16 limits himself
expressly to this’ objcct and in domg 50 has acted wisely. The
system reprobated ¢ has been in ful operation for more"than 300

years,uund continues yet in unabating activity of evil.’ An ex-
posure of colonial cnormlues,—-a laying open to public’ m@pcouon,
of the dark deeds of our ‘countrymen in various quarters of the
alobe, is thevefore the first thing at which British philanthropists
should aim, and this has been nobly accomplished by our Author.
Let the extent of the evil be once apprehended, and as Mr. Howitt
remarks, ‘in this gréat country there will not want either heads
‘ to planor hands to - accomplish all thatis due to the rights of
¢ others, or the hénor and interest of England.’

‘Fhe wide range-contemplated. by Mr. Howitt embraces the
colonial enterprizes of all the Furopean states. His volome;
thcrel‘ore, opens with a  historical notice of the dncovcry of the
New World, and its carlier chaptcrs supply a rapid, condensed;
and decply ufftieting narrative of the proceedmgs of the Spaniards
and: Por'urruest. in their intercourse with the native.tribes to whom
they. were introduced by the discoveries of Columbus and his
successors, The general. charscter of this intercourse is well
known. The brute passions of the adventurers, released from the
restraints of civilized life, and wonded' ‘to madness by a base
appetite for gold, were lct loose upon the unoffending natives with
murderous effect. ¢ A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day
of clouds and of thick darkness,’. broke violently on the Indians,
when Enropean visitors Janded on their shore. Like the locusts of
the East, thelr progress was marked by desolation. Before them the
land was -as the crurden of L‘den, but behind them a desolate wil-
derness. Bui we must not dwell on these {acts, having other mat-
ters before us, in which, us :Englishmen, e are more nearly in-
terested, and to u(hlch we wnsh to" direct the special attention of
our readers. There i3 one point, -however, in the hxstory of Spa-
nish colonization on which we . must detain . attentjon for a=mo-
ment. YWe refer to the operanons of the Jesuits:in ‘Paraguay,

which stand out in amwular and most ‘honorable contrast, to the

ﬂeneral cfmmcter of their order, and to lhe sordxd and’ brutal pohcy 1
universally adopted by theﬂ‘ countrymen towmds the nm:vcs of !ho o
New World. It is the one ‘chaptat in ths hmory of thla po]mcoj
\.clesmsucnl fratcrmty which servea to 1edcem it from unmttm\\md
reprobzmon, ané to shed around it 2 hnlo not wholly oli)scuned ‘Qy
its mtugues and rimes in other qu'xrters of tho g]obﬁc Mr. HO\\'lltKI ;
ac.mowledges whithin 4 former work, —'lhe Hlstm y of Prxbéfé‘raft .
o b w,‘
we~prosume,-—he#hud clussed the oper'mons of the Iesults in Pur
guay with tho wéist decds of an unho'ly“’mbmon 3 bu;\t]iﬁt'rﬁg'?é
enm.nded‘mqun')_yr hud convmced hmi that" “(hél; condict ¥ Was, '(’um e
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of the most - lllusthus emmples of "Cliristian devof.lon ——(‘hnslmn .
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1 do'nat medn 0 sny,’ lm adds, ¢ that ‘they exh\bxted Chm-
tinnity in all the splendonr of its unadulterated truth ,«-no, they
had ‘enough 6f the ‘ampty forms and levends, and falsh. pretences, -
and false miracles.of Rome, about them ;_but they exlnbited one
great feature QF;ns spirit=-love to the poor and tho’ oppressed Ind
it was at once ackuowlnged by them to be divine. 1 do mot
mean to suy tha¥ they ‘adopted the soundest system of policy in -
their traatment g’f ‘the 1ndmus ; for then’ hesct’tuw sin, the love of

----
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pmcnt init ; and this prev ented their ]abons from acqumng thut i.; ‘
perianencs whté.h they otherwise would but t‘ncy dxd lh:s, whicl

was a,glorious. thmg‘m that age,. and m ’those couutnes--lhev s-.how‘...\1 =
ed what Clmstmmty, gven in an lmpr.rfect fnrm, can'? accompllsh ‘f‘
.m:the cthauon. ol‘th@ wﬂdeéﬂpeople. They aho& e'd to thé*ﬁ't S
rarredglndmns, l}int Chmsn.mlly wns reallw a“‘blc';sm ﬂvhér,imea Y34
embraced 5 andxtqathefbpzm)mda, thqt*thearffavont@ dog nns _&t_h
m’capacxt) of thiz ._ndxans fongthefrecephon o@fhvm% trﬁth tlf 0
the’ pat:ent eﬂdﬁm TERIY hbor‘ andl cwi]'!restram’r“v erocd, n 8
as .theu ot professmn of Lho Chrxs ﬁ]ﬂﬁ fa‘xth‘.‘}Thonytoo

umfcrsul pbweiuand mpaclty, 'h‘defd!rlxcé, £ the \veak, the
nnd The c‘tlumnmte"d ;- nndut_hey had 4Ho; usual fate Tof suclu
theynwe\e the 1 r.tyrs of thelr vn‘tut{, nnd duserve the. ﬁz‘ﬁnl{s nn

honorabloucme g’ahce of a]] egqs,—rpp‘ 121,122, et T e )
G e T T W‘?"#”FQ
Tlﬁ@%‘a e “‘"ﬁc‘} o Paraguay by the Spiniprds,ind 586-;~.

ﬁozn that eraving afley” something that bears tho. semblunco aml
promlsos the frpits of religion, which -is instiactive in the hum:m'
mind. They were received with unbounded oxultation. 'l‘uumpl»- .
ant arches were erocted, their path was stlewed thh Afowers,
and solemu th'mkswwmgs for their nmval were addrer sed. to .
heaven, Their popularity, however, was ehmt lived, butits de- -
cline is their imperishuble honor.. Tt redounds (o their tr!ory, and -
adds‘a yer deeper tinge to the mfnmy of their persecutoxs.( The fol-.,
lowing is our Author’ saccountol’ thcn‘ ploceedqxcs S
/
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E 'l‘he Jesuits found, nhcrevcr th$ Spamards hud penctrated lhe s
Indians groaning under their' opprcsslons ‘and hcenuousness, ready g
to burat out, and take sunnmry vengennce at the first o] oppm tunny 3
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hostile irritation, 1eg'1rdm«r the Spamards a3 the most perﬁd:ous is
well us powerfol enenties, from whom nothmwwua to'be hoped, ‘and .
against whom every advuntage was to bc seized. Yet' amongst these-
Tierco tribes, the Jesuits boldly advanceq, trusting to that prmmplc
which ought alfways to have been acted upon by those 9a]!mglhexp- ‘
selves Christinns, that where no evil "is intended, evil will seldomn
be received, Ttis wonderful how successful this system was in
their hands. “With bis bteviary in his hand, ‘and a cross of six
feet high, which served him for st.nﬂ' the Jesuit m:ss:onary set
out to penetrato into some new region. Ho- was»accompumed by
a few couverted Indians who might act as guides-and interpreters:
They took with them a stock of maizé os provision in, the wilder- .,
ness, where the bows of the Indians did bot snpply thém wnh
game ; for they c.1re£'u]]) avoided carrying firc-arms, | Iest they ’
should excite alarm or suspicion., They thus enco untcred allthe ¢
dificulties of a wild country ; chmbmv _wmountains, and cutting
their way through pathless woods with axes ; and'at nmht, if they
reached no hunsant habitation, they mede fires to keep off the wxld
beasts, and reposed beneath the forest trees. Wlien lhey arrNed
amongst the tribes they sought, they cxplained> through thclr mter-
preters, that they came thus” and threw themselves into their
power, to prove to them, that théy were their friends; to teach’ them
the arts, and to endow them swith the advantages of the Européans. | _‘?'
Tn some cascs they had to suffer for.tho \'lUanBB of their coumry-
men~the natives being too much exasperatcd by their wrongs to be '
able to conceive that some fresh expenmcnt of evil " towards thcm
was not concealed under this pcaceful show. But, in the far great-
er number of cases, their success’ was :marvellous. They- s;peedl.’g‘;y-‘L
ly inspired the Indmns with conﬁdence m their good mtenuona' f;
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