128

he €Hurey.

- < _ e

Xouth’s Wepartment.
SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS.

XLIII. DAVID,—— CONTINUED,

365, One of the greatest draw.backs upon the general
excellenco of David’s character was his sinful conduct con-
nected with Uriah the Hittite and his wife Bathsheba.—Can
you relate the striking and beautiful allegory in which the
sin of David is described ? as well as the effect which was
produced on his mind upon hearing it 7—(2 Sam.)

366. David having on this occasion been guilty of the
crime of murder, his life was justly forfeited, but God gra.
ciously declared to him that he had put away his sin from
him, so that he should not die.—Where do you find this de-
claration 7—(2 Sam.)

367. Since however by this guilty procedure he had made
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, and as he was more.
over a public character, it was necessary that some public
as well as lasting token of God’s displeasure should be in.
flicted upon him.—Can you tell the three particulars in
which his just punishment consisted 2—(2 Sam.)

368. One of the marks of God’s displeasure was manifest.
edin the death of David’s infant child.—Can you describe
the affectionate but submissive conduct of David upon this
trying occasion 7—(2 Sam.)

369. The principal punishment however inflicted on Da.
vid connected with this guilty transaction was the accom.
plishment of the declaration that * The sword should never
depart from his house,”— Can you specify the instances in
which this was more particularly fulfilled in the premature
deaths of three of David’s children 7—(2 Sam. 4 1 Kings.)

370. Which of the Psalms of David do you conecive to
have more especial reference to this transaction, and which
describes the feelings of deep humiliation which he subse.
quently cherished 7—(Psalms.)

371, In what parts of this penitential Psalm does he pray
for deliverance from the guilt of murder ? and from which
of his petitions do you infer that he was apprehensive lest
he should become a castaway, and should have the influ.
ence of the Holy Spirit totally withdrawn 7—(Psalms.)

CHURCH CALENDAR.
Jan. 27.—Septuagesima Sunday.
80.—King Charles the Martyr
Feb. 2. Purification of the Virgin.
3.—Sexagesima Sunday,
10.—Quinquagesima Sunday.
18.— Ash Wednesday.
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PASSING THOUGHETS.

BY CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH.

—

No. xvir.
THE CONSTELLATION.

One of the first objects that attracted my infant attention
was the constellation of Orion. There is no personal event |
of any moment within my recollectisn—no change, in a |
lifo replete with suddon and unexpected changes—that I
cannot in some way connect with the principalstars of Orion.
To ascertain upon a starlight night, at bedtime, what was
the relative position of my sparkling friend, ever formed a
matter of careful investigation, when I happened, as a child,
to be domiciled beyond the paternal roof ; and I believe it is
the case to the present time. No scientific inquiries, no
stores of astronomical knowledge, are concerned, It is one
of those predilections, or juvoluntary associations, that nei.
ther time nor change can affect ; unless as the lapse of the
one, and the bercavements of the other, draw closer the tio
that endearing recollections have strengthoned with every
passing year. Many a wild and beantiful thought of child.
hood, many a romantic idea of opening youth, many a
soothing reflection of riper years, seems to hang in clusters
on the magic form of Orion ; revealing themselves to me,
while I gazo *“ in dreamy mood” upon its familiar outline,—
In all there is a sweetness known only to such as love to
look into the past ; but more than the mere luxury of rever-
ies I have found in that constellation.

I can realise the scene with heart-thrilling aceuracy, when
one glimpse of that bright phantom, as it then scemed, was
worth to me all the splendour of a thousand noonday suns.
My nominal home was then in another hemisphere ; the
Atlantic rolled between me and all that could constitute a
home. Winter, such as our England knows not, nor can
conceive of, had set in with a severity unusual even in that
climate, At a very late hour I was returning from a scene
of giddy mirth, where the laugh and the song had fettered
a youthful party round the supper table until midnight struck
unheeded, and a reluctant separation sent them on their re.
spective paths. Mine lay along a track sufficiently defined
by the tread of many feet, and the pressure of many sleighs ;
but on either side the unbroken, though undulating, eurface
of snow stretched off in the dreariest monotony imaginable,
To the right it- terminated in low lands, and the undis.

tinguishable course of a river; on the left, a drift, that co.
vered with its swell the intersecting views of wooden fence
—for no hedge.rows blossom there—became by degrees le-
vel with a higher range of fields ; then, sinking for a space,
it rose again at the horizon, niot in the flat line that marked
the opposite extremity, but in those peculiar masses that
shew a forest, or rather an impenetrable wood of low thick
trees, to be buried beneath them, We had ascended a rising
ground, which shut out the cluster of houses recently quit.
ted ; and the onward path was lost in a confused distanco.

Perhaps there is no time when the mind so eagorly turns
inward, to brood again over an habitual sorrow, as at the
close of  sustained effort to appear light.hearted and serene. !
It was my case, with many aggravations, just then ; and
the desolateness of that frozen scenery was but a type of the
dreary waste that my spirit displayed. T walked forward,
endeavouring to fancy myself alone ; and with gloomy sa.
tisfaction, if such a word was then admissible, T secretly
claimed the character of an outeast from all that wag plea.
sant, all that was cheering, all that wes allied to joy, or hope,
or consolation, in a cold and comfortless world. In this mood
I looked slowly around me, then raised my eyes, in listless
abstraction, above tlie heavy line of snow-capped woods,
and there, sparkling among myriads of stars, with an ef.
falgency as indescribable as was the piercing keenness of
the ‘atm"ospﬁere, I beheld Orion.

And in Orion I beheld my distant, long.lost home ; T ro.
membered the magnificent limes that shaded my favorite
walk; T saw the tall spirc of the venerable minster, from be.
hind which the constellation used to steal upon my sight ; I
beheld the purple clusters of the vine that mantled my father’s

house, and the smiling faces that rejoiced beneath them.—

What though the abode was now another’s home, and the
party scattered, and the paternal head laid low in the dust,

rose to my mental view, I could never, never more rejoice :

‘ fit for this service ; but his first objeet was that which pre-
'sented an infallibility with it,” &e. &e.
beneath that massive cathedral roof, and in the scenes that :’

The second is a metaphor :—

¢ The ashes of an oak-in the chimney are no epitaph of

still, for a moment—and such a moment too, of mid.win- ,that oak, to teil me how high or how large that was. It

ter without and within —they were again my own, with all
their sunbeams and flowers, glad looks and loving smiles,—
My heart beat frecly, my step rose lightly, and when the
short, sweet vision dissolved in tears, they were tears of
resignation, almost of thankfulness. Any sensation is pre-
ferable to that of a warm and loving heart striving, against
its matare, to become a misanthropic icicle; and from such
a wretched struggle Orion had delivered me.

It will be evident, that at the time referred to, I had not
learned to take heed to the light shining in adark place, nor
to watch for the rising of the day.star in my heart. I con.
sidered the heavens the work of God’s fingers, but without
a reference to the vileness of man, or the amazing love of
God in Christ to him, 1In fact, I knew neither the one nor
theother. I grieved notas a sinner, but as a sufferer ; and the
consolation to be drawn from visible things well suited an
carthly nature. Fur higher and holier thoughts are now in-
terwoven with those splendid monuments of Divine power
—the architecture of the heavens, But though sin atoned
for, and salvation wrought out, and an incorruptible, unde.
filed, unfading inheritance laid up for God's people, are
the substance of the tale which the heaverns aro telling to
earth, still a soft and shadowy recollection of all that swee.
tened or that saddened bygone times, cloaves to the starry
forms that won my childish attention, and have hovered
around my path to this hour. They are chroniclers of much
that would otherwise be forgotten, and which it is profitable
to remember, They tell a tale of sin, of ingratitude, re.
bellion and presumptuous pride, on the one side; of long.
suffering mercy, forbearance, forgivencss, and blessing on
the other ; of dangers wantonly dared, and deliverances mi.
raculously wrought. With a voice more eloquent than an.
gel’s tongue could utter, they deliver the admonitory words,
* Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God
hath led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humbleo
thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,
and whether thou wouldst keep his commandments or no.”

DONNE.

To Mr. Coleridge is due the merit of having recalled the
learned attention to tho extraordinary excellencies of this
great and good man, who enjoyed the friendship and admi.
ration of all the eminent individuals of an epoch fruitful in
intellect. Day after day, year after year, the press has
sent forth its gilded swarm of buzzing authorlings ; hour by
hour the minute piles of their insect architecture have been
growing up, interrupting the flow of purer waters, and gra.
dually forcing in a wrong direction the entire current of our

tells me not what flocks it sheltered while it stood, nor what
men it hurt when it fell. The dust of great persons’ graves
is specchless too,—it says nothing, it distinguishes nothing.
As soon the dust of a wretch whom thou wouldst not, as of
aprince, whom thou couldst not look upon, will trouble thine
eyes ifthe wind blow it thither ; and when a whirlwind hath
blown the dust of a churchyard into the church, and the
man gweeps out the dust of the church into the churchyard,
Who will undertake to sift those dusts again, and to pro-
nounce, this is the patrician—this is the noble flour; and
this the yeomanly—this the plebeianbran?  Coleridge adds
a brief and expressive « very beautiful indeed!” to the pas.
sage; and his editor compares it with Hamlet, Act V. Sc. I
The sermon wasg preached March 8, 1628—9.—— Church of
England Quarterly Review.
e e .
The Garner.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS EVANGEL{CAL.

Know this, that in the righteousness evangelical, one duty
cannot be exchanged for another, and three virtues will not
wake amends for one remaining vice. He that oppresses the
peor, cannot make amends by giving good counsel ; and if a
priest be simoniacal, he cannot be esteemed righteous before
God by preaching well, and taking care of his charge. To
be zealous for God and for religion is good, but that will not
legitimute cruelty to our brother. It is not enough for a man
to be a good citizen, unless he be also a good man; but some
men build their houses with half a dozen cross sticks, and
turf is the foundation, and straw is the covering, and they
think they dwell securely; their religion is made up of two
or three virtues, and they think to commute with.God, some
good for some bad; as if one deadly wound were not enough
to destroy the most healthful constitution in the world. De-
ceive not yourselves. It is all one on which hand we fall;
“ The moon may burn us by night as well as the sun by day;
and a man may be made blind by the light of the sun as well
as by the darkness of the evening;” and any one great mis-
chief is enough to destroy one man., Some men are very
meek and gentle naturally, and that they serve God withal,
they pursue the virtue of their nature : that is, they tie a
stone at the bottom of the well, and that is more than needs;
the stone will stay there without that trouble ; and this good
inclination will of itself easily proceed to issue; and, there-
fore, our care and caution should be more carefully employed
in mortification of our natures, and acquist of sach virtues to
which we are more refractory, and then cherish the other too,

even as much as we please; but at the same time we are

| literature.  The mention of Donne, in the Table Talk, at. busy in this, it may be, we_are secret adulterers, and that
[ tracted the notice of two or three inquisitive scholars; and will spoil our confidences in the goodness of the other instance.

his sermons, after sleeping for a century upon the shelves Q:hr:rs are greatly bountiful to the poor, a':’d !0" all mao.
of the University Library at Cambridge, were taken down | 179, and hurt nobody but themselves; but it is a thousand

to gratify a newly awakened curiosity. A similar eircum.
stance happened, we believe, at another great national es.
tablishment. 'We hail with delight the dawn of a better
and more salutary taste. The Roman eitizens adorned the
vestibules of their dwellings with the images of their ances.
tors; so that in their incomings and outgoings, the faces of
the patriot, the warrior, and the philosopher, wero ever pre.
sent, to remind them of their exploits, and to stimulate
them to their imitation. The design was crowned with suc.
cess. The virtue of one generation was transferred, by the
magic of example, into several ; and heroism was propagated
through the commonwealch. May we behold a correspond.
ing veneration for our mighty ancestors in the faith! Tet
us consult the oracular Dead for an answer to our difficul.
ties ; let us descend into the sepulchres of theso holy teach.
ers of the truth ; and whatever may be the weakness of our
mental frame, whatever the organic debility of our imagi.
nation ; we shall, like him who was east into the tomb of
Elisha, be revived and strengthened, and made to stand up-
right. Donne is, in the broadest, truest, and most compre.
hensive signification of the name, an evangelical preacher.
Robert Hall dwells carnestly upon the want of unction in
the great divines of the preceding centuries ; he admits the
copiousness, the purity, the exactness of their moral instruc-
tion, and the general propriety and accuracy of their deci.
sions ; he admires the splendour of their genius, the illumi.
nation of their learning, the exuberance of their invention ;
but he complains of their viewing moral duties too much
apart from the light of revelation, of their omission to in-
culcate the great and pressing truth, that by the deeds of
the Law no flesh living shall be justified. The agency of the
Spirit he considers to be insufficiently honoured or acknoyw.
ledged ; the doctrine of the atonement too negligently and
weakly enforced. Hence he arrives at the conelusion, from
the general character of their works, that they deemed a
belief in the evidences of revealed religion, united to a cor.
rect deportment in social life, a satisfuctory fulfilment ofthe
demands of Christianity ; and as a natural and irresistible
corollary of the proposition he has constructed, he pronoun.
ces them to be unsafe guides in matters of faith. We en.
tertain 'the hope of reversing this decision upon the theolo.
gical and scriptural merits of the illustrious writers whose
cause we arc advoeating. But however strongly, for the
suke of argument, wo rﬂay admit theso objections to bear
upon his contemporaries and successors, they are totally in.
applicable to Donne, of whom we suspect the able critic
Just quoted to have known very little.  Whether or not the
Cross of Christ be dimly seen through the exhortations of
the Bishop of Down and Connor, its shadow lies broad and
deep upon every page of the Dean of St. Paul’s; the agony
of Gethsemane is always present to his remembrance ; the
darkness of the Crucifixion breathes a solemn gloom over
his feelings ; Jesus is the name before which he delights to
prostrate his genius, The extension of these remarks will
only allow usto adduce two instances of the imaginative
manner in which an obvious thought presented itself to his
apprehension. The first is a simile ;—

“ But as a thoughtful man, a pensive, a considerate man,
that stands still for a while, with his eyes fixed upon the
ground before his feet, when he easts up his head, hath
presently, instantly, the sun, the heavens for his object ; he
sees not a tree, nor a house, nor a steeple by the way, but
as soon as his eye is departed from the earth where it was
long fixed, the next thing he sees is the sun in the heavens ;
50 when Moses had fixed himself Jong upon the considera.
tion of his own insufficiency for this service, when he took
his eye from that low piece of ground, himself,— considered
as he then was,—he fell upon no tre, no house, no stecple,
no such consideration as this,—God may endow me, im.
prove me, exalt me, enable me, qualify me with faculties

pities to sce such loving, good-natured persons to perish infi
nitely by one crime, & to see such excellent good things thrown
away to please an uncontrolled and a stubborn lust; but so
do some escape out of a pit, and are taken in a trap at their
going forth; and stepping aside to avoid the hoar-frost, fall
into a’valley full of snow. The righteousness evangelical is
another kind of thing: it is a holy conversation, a god-like
life, a universal obedience, a keeping nothing back from God,
a_sanctification of the whole man; and keeps not the body
only, but the soul and the spirit, unblameable to the coming
of the Lord Jesus—Bishop Jeremy Taylor.

“ SMOKING FLAX SHALL HE NOT QUENCH.”

The man deserves not the name of Christian who feels no
desire to be united to that God, who descended from Heaven,
that our nature might thither ascend, and there continually
dwell. The simplest and weakest among the followers of
Jesus must surely have an earnest wish to be where his
Leader and Guide has gone before, to prepare a place for
him. Where his treasure is, there will his heart be also; and
like the smoking flaz, will send up some exhalations of de-
sire towards that holy and happy mansion which is now pre-
paring for him in his Father’s house. So far from quench-
ing this faint and feeble desire, the great Friend of human
nature will kindly cherish it, and will breathe forth the gentle
influence of his Holy Spirit, tonourish and inerease it. From
his high and heavenly abode, he looks down with compla-
cency on his Church, his temple here below, and with watch-

i fal eye surveys the lamps of his sanctaary : where he finds

empty vessels without any oil, without one spark of heavenly
five, like to those of the foolish virgins in the parable, he
throws them aside as utterly unworthy of his care, because
no longer fit for his service.  But wherever he meets with
the smallest particle of celestial fire, wherever he perceives
the faintest spark of sincere love to him, wherever he beholds
the principle of true piety, which, although just expiring, yet
renders the heart susceptible of divine love, there will he
bountifuily afford his heavenly aid, to strengthen the feeble
efforts of this decaying piety; he will blow up the languish-
ing sparlc into a lively flame, and cause it to shine brighter
and brighter unto the perfect day. Where there subsists the
smallest principle of true holiness, he will not fail to cherish
it; under the kindly breathings of his heavenly grace, the
smoking flaz shall not be smothered, nor shall the rudest blasts
that may assault it be able to quench it, because thus shelter-
ed and protected by his all-powerful hand.— Dy Skinner,
Bishop of Aberdeen.

PERPETUAL OBLIGATION OF THE SABBATH.

In the Book of Genesis, the mention of this institution
closes the history of the creation. An institution of this
antiquity, and of this general importance, could derive no
part of its sanctity from the authority of the Mosaic law ;
and the abrogation of that law no more releases the worship-
pers of God from a rational observation of a Sabbath, than
it cancels the injunction of filial piety, or the prohibitions
of theft and murder, adultery, calumny, and avarice, The
worship of the Christian Church is properly to be considered
as a restoration of the patriarchal, in its primitiye simplicity
and purity ;—and of the patriarchal worship, the Sabbath
was the noblest and perhaps the simplest rite.—Bishop
Horsley.

Suvertisements,

HE REV. R. V. ROGERS, Rector of Richmond, Ba-
thurst District, has a vacancy in his family for a THEO-
LOGICAL STUDENT, Application, if by letter, to be
post paid,
Parsonage, Richmond, >
January 14th, 1839.
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THE HOME DISTRICT $CHOOL.
HIS School, agreeably to a previous nﬁ‘nounoe'theiit, will
be re-opened on Thursday, the 10th instant, in the Dis.
trict School-house, in this City, under the superintendence of
Marcus C. CromBIE,

In presenting himself, in his official capecity, to this en-
lightened community, and in soliciting a share of their pa-
tronage, Mr. C. respectfully begs leave to intimate, that he
has, for upwards of eighteen years, been an approved and a
successful Teacher in Canada,—seven, in the Montreal
Royal Grammar School ; eight, Master of the Montreal Aca-
demic Seminary ; and, for the last three years and upwards,
Master of the Prince Edward District School.—As soon as
the School warrants the expense, competent Assistants, French
and Drawing Masters, will be engaged.

CARD OF STUDIES, TERMS, &o.

—_—

STUDIES. @ &in.

English, Spelling and Reading, Mental Arithme-
tic, and Latin, for the first year,..ow-ivniciess 10 0
English Spelling and Reading, Writing, Practical
Arithmetic, and Book-keeping; English
Grammar, English Composition, and Elocu-
tion ; Geography, Ancient & Modern; Con-
straction of Maps, and Use of the Globes;
Civil and Natural History ; Elements of As-
tronomy; Latin and Greek Classics; Euclid;

Algebra, &e. &e. &c. &e.vrerinnian, 110 o
Fuel for the Winter S § 0'q ¢
Contingencies, s, 0013

The full quarter charged, if the Pupil is once entesred.
No deduction but for sickness.

Hours of attendance, in the Winter Season, from 9 to 12,
A. M., and from 1t0 3, P. M; end in the Summer Scason
from 9 to 12, and from 2to 4, Holidays, in the Summer
Season, six weeks ; and in the Winter Season, two weeks.

By order of the Board of Trustees.

M. C. CROMBIE,
Principal.

Toronto, 7th January, 1839. 32—6w.

A LADY of the highest respectability is anxious to receive
TWo or THRER children, from six to twelve years of age,
who would be boarded and educauted in her family. They
would be instructed in the usnal branches of o good En.
glish education, and the greatest attontion would be paid to
their religious improvement. Music, Dancing, Singing,
and the Guitar would be taught, if roquired. Application
may be made [if by letter, post paid,] to the Rev, A. N. Be.
thune, Rector of Cobourg, or Mr, Sheriff Ruttan of the
same place,

Cobourg, January 18th, 1839, R2—6w

EDUCATION.

HE Rev. H. Caswarn, M. A. Master of the District

Schoolin the healthy and delightful town of Brockyille,

is prepared to reccive into his family a limited number of

Young Gentlemen as Pu pils. The course of study embraces

Greek, Latin, Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, and the

usual English branches. Having been engaged for several

years as a Profossor in a Theologicul School, Mr. C. would

be happy to give instructions in Hobrew and other branches

of Sacred Literature to pupils desirous of preparing for Holy
Orders.

The Terms are Thirty Pounds for Board and Tuition du.
ring the Academical year. Every pupil is expected to be,
supplied with a bed and bedding, silver spoon, and towels.

Letters addressed, (post paid,) as above, will meet with
prompt attention, The most satisfactory reforences can be
given, if required. 18—tf

THE REVEREND J. SHORTT, of Port Hope, has
a vacancy in his family for another rupir., Application
and references (if by letter, post paid,) may be made to the
Editor of *“ The Church.”

January 12, 1839. 31—6w

ANTED by a family in the London District, a Go-
verNEss, fully competent to teach Music and French,
together with the ordinary branches of education. Applica:
tion may be made (post paid) to the Rev. G. Salmon, Sim.
coe, U, C.

January 8, 1839. 31—6w

OCHAMPION, BROTHERS & CO.
TORONTO,

Importers of flardware, &c. &c.

I l AVE ou hand a general and well assorted Stock of Shelf
Goods suitable to the country trade, which they will sell
Wholesale for CASH, ur approved three months Paper, at

their usual low prices., They bave also a large Stock of
CHAMPION’S WARRANTED CAST STEEL AXES,

made at the Factory originally built by the lato Harvey
Shepard, and afterwards occupied by John Armstrong. As
Shepard’s and Armstrong’s Axes have been decidedly pre.
forred before any others in the Province, it is only necessary
to state that Champion’s are made by the same workmen
and from the very best material, to insure for them the same
continued preference.

C. B. & Co. are agents for the sale (to the Trade) of
Joseph Van Norman's well known Castings, large Stock
of which they haye always on hand, consisting of

Cooking Stoves,
Six Plate do.
Parlour  do.
Sugar Kettles, Pot Ash Coolers, &e. &e. &e.
Toronto, July, 1838. 7.tf.
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'WILL forthe present be published at the Star Office,
Cobourg, every Saturday.
TERMS,
To Subseribers residentin the immediate neighborhood
ofthe placeofpublication, TeN SuiLLINGs perannum. Te
Subscribersreceiving their papers by mail, Firreen SniL-

LINGS perannum, postageincluded. Payment is expected
yearly, or atleast halfyearly in advance,

No subscription received for less than six months; nor the.
naver discontinued to any subscriber until arrearages are paid.
unless at the opuior 3¢ the Publisher.

(R D. CHATTERTON, PRINTER.)




