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GENERAL LITERATURE.
ECCENTRICITIES OF GREAT MEN.
Many have exhibited foibles and vices in pro-
portion to the magnitude of the talents by
which they were raised above other men, lest
perhaps they might carry themeelves above
common humanity. Pope was an epicure,
and wonld lie in bed at Lord Bolingbroke’s for

-|days, unless he was told there were stewed
*{lampreys for dinner, when he rose instantly
s|and came tothe table,
.| ton gave credit to the idle nongense of judicial
.lastrology 5 he who first caleulated the distance

Even Sir Isanc New-

of the stars, and revealed the laws of motion

-|by which the Supreme Being organizes and
.| keeps in their orbits unnumbered worlds ; he

who revealed the mysteries of the slars them-

No.5, . . . . . . blgelyes, Dryden, Sir Isaac Newton’s contem-
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Y°°f&;£;’:,‘;;?g;‘;pz‘;:he' Y°"?3’ 3,1 porary, helieved in the same ehsurdity. The

MiscELLAREOUS.~The Contrast, . .
A good Story—Tribe of Pigmies disco~
vered, . . . .

CrviL INTELLIGENCE.—The Harvest,
The Queen, &e. . -

POETRY.
(From the Chyistian Guardian.)
. RETIREMENT.
Hov sweet to visit the lonely retreat,
Whete mind in communion with Jesas may meet 3

And drink of thode pleasures vetirement affords;: -
Secluded from atyife and tumultuous hordes: -

To visit the grove where the aweet-brier grows,
Apart from the world of conlueloa and roise}
Where peace, like a river, the heart overflows,
While calimly reflecting on heavenly joys !

How dear to the memory that hallowed sod

Made sacred by prayer and communion with God !
Where silence, unbroken, ¥étorded the truth,—
Retiremeént hath pleasures’for age and for youth.

*Tis here, in the silence of solitude *lone,

Whemb!l.\ne green-brier grew and the woodbine had
own,—

Where the green turf beneath a carpet did spread,

And trees wove their foliage to shelter the head.

Thoxe scenea of retirement! O, whq can forget,
While mind ¢an refiect on mementos 80 sweet,—
Where Spirit with Sfiu_'it communion may hold,
And (east 'on thosé pleasures no pen oan unfold !

Walks of retirement! How rich with enjoyment !
Source, all-exhaustless. where mind_, finda employ-

ment :
While, ’nen’tl\ the thick shade. of, wide-spreading
. branches, P :
Like ship under. safl, {rom Earth.the mind launches :
Though at home, in the dust, it soarsin the. sky,
And roams the fair fields of Elysium.on high,—

And bathes in the chrystalline waters.of, Heaven,
~ And feels that her sine are absolved and forgiv’n.,

Retirement | Retivement! how vain is ine i@'kl
Compared with the treasure thy bosom doth hotd:
Not Heaven, nor earth, such delights can affprd;_ .
Abstract from the presence of: Jeyus our Lord,,
ut when in the audience of Deity we mest,
bsorbed in.devotion low down at his feet,
We feel the Invisible of glory is near, . -
And.exclaim in oue bearts, *Tis'good to be here..
:'Bow‘ sweet the communion we thus may enjoy,

-+ ' VWiiile scengsso celeatial. qur thoughts do employ ;—
:Whaere Spirits fron:, Heaven and Eurth may unite
:In.cetirement’s. eibiace and ecatatic delight !

0-8olitude I who would.not frequent thy bower, .

* Qv vivit:the closet each-dpy for ap hauet ¢ -

. »Ta banquet with Angels from Heaven sbove,

X

Andemingle. with, Spirita we lormerly loved !,

‘|aon was notoriously superstitions,

.| Duke of Masiborough, when visited by Prince

Eugéne on the night befére a battle, when no

- | douht two generale were in consultation \:Pon
‘| a measure that might decide the fate of an

empire, was heard to call his servants to ac~
count for lighting of candles In his tent upon
the occasion; and was once seen on horsehack
darning his own gloves.  Hobbes, who wrote
the ¢ Leviathan,' a deist in creed, had a most
extraordinary belief in epirits and apparitions.
Locke, the philosopher, the matter-of-fact

“Mocke, who wrote, and in fact establiehed the

decigion of things by the rule of right reason,
laying down the rule itself, delighted in ro-
mance, and revelled in works of fiction.—
What was the great Lord Verulam 1 Alas!
too truly, the wisest, greatest, meanest of]
mankind,” Cardinal Richelicu, ihe minister
of agreat empire, believed in the calculation
of nativities. Sir Thomas Moore burned the
heretic to whom, in his writing, he gave full
liberty of conscience. Alexander the Great
was a drunkard, and elew hia friends over hie
cups. Cuxear eullicd the glory of his talents

cally, and died the victim of his ambition,
though one of the wisest, most accompliclied,
and humane of conquerors; but we are tra-
velling too far back for examples which should
to taken from later timee. Tasso believed in
his good angels, and was often cbserved to
converse with what he fancicd waas a epirit or
demon, which he declaréd he saw. Raphael,
the most gifted artist the world ever pro«ruced,
died at the age of 37, his’ constitution wenk-
ened by irregular Jiving. Dr. 8amuel John-
_ Sir Chrie-
toplier Wren, who built ‘St. Paul’s Caghedral,

‘| wae a hellever in dreams.” He'hada p eurisy

once in Puris, and believed-he was in a-place
where pelm-trees grew, and that a.woﬁ::n_ in
a.remantic drees gave him 'some datés, in full
belief of their-revealed- virtue, and they-cured

belief:, Meldnctlion - belleved: in ame or
apparitions, and'used to say that one cama to
is-study and told kim to "bid Guyneus, his

.{friend; to go.away for some.time, as the [np~
quisition sought his life. - His friend - wentfraging suxf, .have been’ pieserved, in conee-
‘jaway in’ consequencayieind thus hy-accident

, Lreslly saved: his llfq.? \f—'.‘,&yldisbg' was. fond of]

lsy the desire of governing his country deepoti-|

him. Dr. Halley had the same sn‘;eeraﬁtioue‘

the hotile, and he is said to- have shortened
his days by it. Burns, the peet, was a hard
drinker, apd there can be no doubt wore out
his constution by conviviality. Goldsmith
was a gambler, and the victinr of the fradue

ent. Prior was the dupe of & common wo-
mar, whom he helieved to he an angel. Gar-
rick was as vain as 2 woman, and he equally
loved flattery. Kneller’s vanity was such
that nothing was 100 gross for him to swallow.
Porgon, the first of Greek scholars, was a no-
torious tippler.

We might multiply examples of this kind
withoutend ; but we need not have quoted se
many, to exhibit how-wisely and well the ba-
lanee is poised 10 keep human pride within
due limits, -The same lesson has been taught
in all ages; we must, therefore, lake our fel-
low mfen while living with the ful) recollection
of their (vibles and failings. When they are
taken away from us, and our flattery can no
longer injure them, our admiration may have
its full mensure, and we are justified in suffer-
ing their glory, which may serve the living for
the example of emulation, to Llaze in full re-
fulgence ; that being their more noble and
eartlily quality, destined for the tenefit of fu-
ture ages, in the way of instruction, imitation,
or to afford harmless amusement,

FRICTION ‘BETWEEN AIR AND WATER.

Tue friction between air and water ofien pro—
duces the most magnificent, and sometimes
dieastrous coneequences ; for itis owing to
this cause only, that the ocean rises into
mountain waves, hefore the force of which
all .the works of man are nothing. [t is
true that-waves are ofien reen when the wind
doee not blow, or when it has ceased, because
the ocean, when once #et in motion, continues
to roll afler the cause has ceased to act, A
bout rowed acroes o lake form waves which
do not reach the rhore until long after the line
of the hoat has heen oblitersted. This pro—
pensity in water to perpetuate any disturbance
in the natural smoothness of its surface is the
reason why the ocean rises into waves, moun~
tains high, beyond- the reach of the storm
which -Gret sets it in motion, and perhaps
many days afier the storm has ceased. Sea-
men often know, from the sppearance of the
ocean, that there has been a #lorm ata die~
tance, though not'a sheet. of their dvwn heg
been flled with a breeze for days or weeke, v~
In rbunding the Cape of Good Hope, it iu said
that the swell of the sea ls sometimeés co great
that each wave and ‘each hollow is a2 mile
across. During the continuance of the wind,,
and in places where the waves are owing to ite
friction alone, the effect may Le counteracteds
by pouring oil en.the water; which epreading
defends It from the contaét of the gir, and thuos .
}produces a calm. Ifthis can be.done-at the
windward side of a pond, where the waves
begin, the whole surface, it i said, will..goon
become e smooth as glass.: It.iv raid, also,
that boatg having to reagh.the shore through'a,

quenceof the .sailors- having \hrown & barre):
of ol on the watep, - ' o ;
‘ o \



